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HE ales of © bigs" is to in- 
I.  firuc and amuſe: for which 
| — it is the univerſal ſtudy of man⸗ | 

kind, and agreeable to all orders and 
degrees of men. The hermit, Who, 
wWeary of himſelf and his cell, ſeeks 
| toenliven the- ſlow-paced hours, whillt. 
He is running over the pages that re- 
late the fluctuating and various appears 
ances of human actions, ſoon forgets. 
His ſolitude, and fancies himſelf tranls 
ported into. the midſt of tamult. and 
agitation. The ſeholar finds 2 a multi- 
plicity of materials in this oocupation 
to ſpur him on to the exertion of his 
talents, and the diſplay. of uſeful criti- 
ciſm, upon different ages and events. 
The wit extracts from this ſource an 
inexhauſtible ſucceſſion. of new and 
brilliant, paſſages, which enable him 
: A. 3 to 0 


raum r. 


to n and to pleaſe; but to the 
philoſopher alone it appertains to ftudy 
in hiſtory the ſcience of man; to diſ- 
cern, under the . deceitful veil of po- 
| licy, the true ſprings and ſecret ma- 
chines that give movement to the paſ- 

hons. In vain does the Pyrrhoniſt en- 

avour. to extend his incredulity to 
the reality of thoſe objects. which 
hiſtory "preſents to us, putting hiſto- 
rians on a level with romancers: the 
probability of the narration,. the in- 
N conteftible authenticity of the princi- 
pat materials, and Cy eſtabliſhed be- 
bt icf of the facts related, will always. 


— * 


* be, ſufficient to ſupport the authority 


of hiſtory, and oblige us to regard that 
ſpecies of reading as eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to a good education. 
Hiſtory i 18 of ſeveral denominations: | 
that f. pecies of it which. is univerſal, 
and © RL arg all nations, mingles 
in its vaſt deſign an amazing variety of 
actors and events; it paints in a great 
* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. CL 


its Abbe it can l finiſn nor 'N 


even ſketch the outlines of any parti- 
cular object. For this reaſon it be- 


comes neceſſary to detach from theſe 
voluminous compilations, thoſe cele- | 
brated perſonages, whoſe characters 
we would more cloſely examine, and 


whoſe actions merit a greater degree of 


attention. It is true, there are la- 
borious compilers of detached me- 


moirs who carefully feek, ſagaciouſſy 
examine, and diligently put together 


every circumſtance that can facilitate 
the execution, or contribute to the per- 
fection, of theſe felect performances: : 
but there 1s likewiſe if F may be al- 
lowed the expreſfion) a mob of kings, 
princes, and common heroes, who 
merit no more than a general atten- 
tion. Hiſtory ought only to particu- 
larize thoſe rare and fingular geniuſes 
who are mining examples to man- 


kind, 
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Ir ADVERTISEMENT. 


= OOTY or ſuch whoſe ſuperior elevation 
of ſoul wings their flight to a more 
exalted ſphere of action than their 
birth entitled e appear. in. 


| n the a defervedly diſtin» 
guiſhed perſonages, none has excited 
eurioſity more than the celebrated 
Chriſtina, queen of Sweden, whoſe 
life I propoſe preſenting: to the pub- 
lic, which, I flatter myſelf, it will 
regard with ſome degree of compla- 
cency.. At the ſame. time, I ought to 
acknowledge the obligations 1 am un- 
der to, M. Arkenholt: no memoirs 
can be wiſhed for more complete than 
thoſe of this learned Swede: he has 3 
read and collected all that relates to- 
Chriſtina, and has neglected no au- 1 
thentie circumſtance that could be 
met with in the public libraries or 
private cabinets either of Italy or 
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Sweden; ſo that his compoſition. 18. a 3 
rational as well as an exact account of [ 
the. 
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ADVERTISEM ENT. 
the life and reign of that heroine. 
His immenſe collection conſiſts of four 

large volumes in quarto, of which this 
little work is an abridgement ; yet L 
have; not omitted any remarkable cir- 
aumſtance, and have principally- en: 
deavoured to make the character of 
the queen of Sweden known to the 
2 from. thoſe lineaments ſnie has 
ſo ſtrongly marked in her own letters, 
and in her other writings: in drawr 
ing her portrait, I have borrowed, as 


often as poſſible, her own ren 10 
ber colours. 


2 


An eminent or ©: in n Bis Miſcel- 
lanies, has related ſome n en of the 


5 life and reignof Chriſtina; but as the 
41 point he has in view is todraw a chain 
pf reflections from the character of 


that princeſs, I could not help appre- 
Mn that theſe anecdotes, ſo far 
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bliſhed in 1759: Len- 
er to diſtinguiſh my work 
itor's; there being no 
betwixt them 
of names. 25 
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It is — — by R Ri 
of Fin- 


fia, Lapland, Norway, the Gul 


land, and the Baltic Sea. The climate 1s 
rigorous, There | 


long winter, and the kerride ſcorching 
ndly ſucceed 
other, without the intervention 
17 K. or autumn: 10 72 the Inkikbitanitk en- 


2 e u to Denmark and N. or- 
4 but the ne e un could never 
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2 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 


ration. The king, ſenate, and ſtates con- 
ſtitute the government of Sweden. The 
diſtinft orders, which are ſummoned at 
ſtated times to. deliberate on the moſt im- 
portant affairs, are the nobles, clergy, ci- 
tizens, and peaſants. Thus is the only mo- 
narchy that allows the peaſants equal pri- 
vikges with the reſt of its ſubjects. The 


Swedes were always a Warlike nation; and 


are deſcendants of the Goths, who render- 
n Europe, to- 
en their 


5 — 0 is.2.compound of the Daniſh and 


Teutonic. Chriſtianity was introduced in- 


40 Sweden . about the. beginning of the 


ninth century, and the reformation was eſ- 
tabliſhed. there ſoon; after ſome - of che 
neighbouring, ſtates of Germany had em- 
hraced the opinions of Luther. Sweden, 


_ always unfortunate in her union with Den- 


mark, ſtrove à long time to free herſelf 
from a foreign yoke, to re-eſtabliſh the 
ancient form of her government, and re- 


cover the right of clecting her own ſove- 


reigns. After depoſing ſeveral of her kings, 
Ent ip nes. 0 r che e office 
of 
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QUEEN er SWEDEN 2 
- of adminiſtrator ; a power reſembling that 
of the dictator in ancient Rome; by this 
method ſhe frequently choſe for herſelf 4 
domeſtic tyrant, more cruel than the deſ- 


potic W from which the- wu deli 
vered. wa 


od w# 


(41395) Margaret, the elevated 
ter of Waldemar, deſerved that ap appella- 
tion given her of the Semiramis of ibi 
Narth. Heireſs to the two crowns of Den. 
mark and Norway, ſhe re- united Swedem 
to thoſe kingdoms, as much. by het policy 1 
as her arms : but, though her. reign was 
undoubtedly illuſtrious, ee yur 
Sweden like a conquered country, and 
held it in dependency on Denmark; : the 
union of theſe three crowns, of which ſhe 
procured a ratification," in the famous aſl 
ſembly of their repreſentatives at Calmar, 
became a ſource of diſcord, 0 could not 
poſhbly be maintained: : E lein 01 ame» 
(1415) Eric, the nephew; ws luce 
ſor of Margaret, conducted himſeif imp we. 
yy" _—_ was n 
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«(x $8): Charles Canutſon, an ambitious 
 vitizen; contrived: to get himſelf elected 
Fine, but But was igne t how to govern. 3112 

36471) Under the title of adminſtrators, 
te Steen-Stures were the oppreſſors 'of un. 

4 | 131530), Ohriſtiern, K of” ed 
made himſelf the Nero of: the North, and 
Was beheld. by his: ſubjects: with horror: 
thexlat laſt rejected him as a monſter; foul 
wick crimes, and bahed in the beſt blood 
ef hi n es echobg ai lei! 
2 In 3524, Nutt Vaſa;! a young Swe- 
"fiſh gentleman; who had been proſcribed 
y:thetyrant, eſcaped from 2-priſon, and 
| appeaned.cas- the head of an army, to re- 
Venge he murther of his family, and the 
diiſgrace of his fellowe citizens: he had the 
fortune to vanquiſh this homicide of 
His cQUNtry, : & forced him to have re- 
courſe to flight. Tbe grateful Swedes pro- 
nounced. - their, deliverer their king, and 
_ Guſtayus: was worthy-- of the title. His 
reign was long and-glorious, -It was.agreed 
by the Kates to render the crown (which 
ye) hereditary in the 
family 


* 


QUEEN or SWEDEN. 8 
N of that hero. It was Guſtavus who 
introduced the Lutheran religion into Swe- | 
den, in order to diſpoſſeſs the clergy. of 
their enormous wealth and power. | 
(1560) Eric the Xlth inherited his fa 
ther's throne, but not his virtues : the cru- 
elty and injuſtice of this prince forced his 
own family, as well as the nation, to rebel 
againſt him. (68) John, Duke of Fin- 
land, his brother, beſieged him in Stock. 
holm, took him priſoner, and deprived 
him, at once, of his crown and life. Si- 
giſmund, the ſon of John, ſucceeded his 
father (1593). As he was likewiſe king of 
Poland, he ' confided the regency of Se- 
den to Charles of Sudermania, his father's 
brother: but by endeavouring too violent- 
ly and preeipitately, to reſtore the Roman 
catholic religion in this kingdom, and be- 
having to the Swedes in a very impolitic 
manner, the pride and inflexibility of his 
character occaſioned an inſurrection (1604). 
The ſtates at length depoſed him, and gaye 
the cron to the regent Charles the IXth; 
who made himſelf univerſally agreeable, by 
*s W and attachment to the cui- 
B 3 1 
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HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
toms and religion of his country. 

King acted like a good politician, govern- 
ing with wiſdom and moderation. 


of the crown to his family; they went ſtill 
farther; they made it hereditary in the fe- 
male Une, in caſe of failure in the 


15 Goltarus Adolphus nd the throne 
of Sweden, on the death of his father. 
His enterprizes, his victories, his talent 
for war, and genius for government, to- 
gether with. the virtues of his heart, and 
the qualifications of his mind, made 
all Europe beſtow « on him! the epichet of 


Break. 


Guſtavus came to the crown before he 
was eighteen years of age, (a time when 


ings of Sweden attain their majority) 


This | 


The 
ſtates were unable to refuſe the ſettlement 


”% 


notwithſtanding this objection, the council 


of guardians, the regency and the ſtates, 
reſigned into his hands the reins of govern- 


ment. This prince, at the commencement 
of his reign, had three wars to ſupport a- 
{> \ gens Moſcovy,: Poland, and Denmark : 


2 firſt — were unſucceſsful, but his 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN.'!! 7 


loſſes inconſiderable; and by degrees he 
learned to conquer. 
- (1613) The Danesconſcared to , relinquilh 
their eonqueſts for a million of crowns: 
Guſtavus made a treaty with the Poles; but 
the war with the Muſcovites till continu- 
ed; they refuling to accept the king's bro- 
ther, prince Charles Philip, for their ſove- 
reign, though he had confented to n 
| this dignity at their own requeſt, - 

(161 5) The Swediſh monarch ph his 
m into Ruffia, and penetrated beyond 
Narva. After ſubduing the province of 
Ingermania, and the city of Kexholm, he 
threw up a rampart between Muſcovy and 
the frontier provinces of his own kingdom. 
This was the only condition inſiſted upon, 
in a treaty of peace concluded. with the 
Great Duke Michael Fœderowitz Roman- 
zow, whom the Ruſſians had elected em- 
r ; 

(1617) The cereriiowy of the coronation 
of Guſtavus at Upſal being over, the peo- 
ple were deſirous hs ſhould marry; and he 
br his them this ſatisfaction, by chuſing 
r. his queen, Maria Eleonora, the eldeſt 
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| daughter of John Sigiſmund, elector of 
Brandenburg; a marriage which would 
always have been politically deſirable, but 
was more peculiarly ſo to Guſtavus, from 
his attachment to the Proteſtant religion, 
of which chis princeſs was eſteemed the 
greateſt ornament. Theſe nuptials were 
the prelude and ſignal to a new war with 
Poland, on the expiration of the treaty be- 
- tween the two nations. Animated, above 
all things, by a paſſion for arms, and the 

ire of conqueſt, Guſtavus reſolved to 
oblige Sigiſmund to renounce all future 
pretenſions to the crown of Sweden: he 
gained ſeveral victories; at length forced 
the Poles to ſue for peace, and to relin · 
quiſh ann as nes a conſiderable part 
of Pruſſia. Wan a 
M.,nria 8 of Braddedburg: bad al 
unde and good qualities of her ſex : 
to a form ſufficiently beautiful and amiable, 
the united the (greateſt tenderneſs, ſweet- | 
neſs; and complacency. of abend ; her 
attachment tõ the king was ſo ſtrong, that 


8 the ſuffered his frequent infidelities with- 


out 3 the teſt diſcontent. Her firſt 
Dm 
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QUEEN on SWEDEN. 9 
child, who was named Chriſtina, died in 
1624. An accident occaſioned the loſs of 
a ſon before his birth; which gave riſe to 
apprehenſions chat a wus and enn 


prehen sons were —_— dee 3 for after the 
return of their majeſties from a journey 


into Finland, every thing ſeemed to pro- 


miſe an accompliſhment of their. earneſt 
wiſhes. Both the king and queen had 


7 which. they believed myſterious, and 
eee to their . 0 "The 


4 


3 inoreded :- 1 even men 
of the moſt. enlightened underſtandings. are 


led. i into. credulity. by very flight: appearan- 


ces; and pleaſe themſelves with-1 kuren 
the moſt indifferent and trivial ir 


ſtances, omens of ſucceſs. The. aſtrolg, 
gers, a ſpecies of flatterers, who read in 
the ſtars whatever is preſeribed by intereſt 
or prejudice, predicted the birth. of a 

prince, deſtined to ſupport the glory of 
Guſtavus. The king; ſoon after, was dan- 
gerouſiy ill, and the conjunction of, the 8 


Planets ſeemed to threaten his life, aud 


8 B 5 xe wiſe 
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face, arms, and legs 
thick down upon her face; and the ſtrength 


1 HEBTORY or CHRISTINA, 
likewiſe. that of the queen and prince : bur, 
on the-r8th-of December, her : majeſty was 
©brought to bed of a daughter; Guſtavus 
Jpeedily recovered his health; the queen's 
in a ſhort time was happily re-eſtabliſhed, 
and the child lived. Never was aſtrology 


covering from the head to the knees; her 
alone were free: a 


and roughneſs of her voice ſo mach de- 


"ceived" the women about her- o make 
*them haftily ſpread a report in tne NN 


that che queen was delivered of a boy; 
Mort-liwed joy to the king, as they Aa 
-ifcovercd their miſtake ; the princeſs Ca- 


-therine undertook: the taſk of undeceiving 
her brother, who expreſſed neither ſurprize _ 


r 


nor concern at this diſappointment; fay- , 


| ing, without any emotion, Siſter, let us 


e xeturn thanks to God; T hope this daugh- 
ter will prove as valuable to us as a ſon : 
* may heaven graciouſſy preſerve her, fince 


it has vouchſafed to beſtow her upon 
* us“ he added with a ſmile, « This will 


4; 2228 50 ach 1 ſhe _ tricks upon us 
* cc «ſo 


more miſtaken !- Chriſtina was born with a 
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QUEEN er SWEDEN. 11 


04 « fo fon? * Orders were immediately. given 
for public rejoicings; and for all the enter- 
tainments cuſtomary on the birth of a pre- 
1 heir to the crown. Guſtavus al- 
ways appeared extremely well ſatisſied, but 
the queen, on the contrary, was inconſo- 
lable that ſhe had not a ſon: the child Was, 
moreover, far from handſome; having a 
ſwarthy complexion, with features ard and 
maſculine; which ſo much offended her | 
nally: that ſhe beheld it with diſguſt. - 

- :+Chriftina,, afterwards; but too well re- 
Pr. her mother's indifference, whilſt ſhe 
pPreſerved, during her whole life, the ten- 


dereſt remembrance of her father. Some 


days after the birtk of this princeſs, ſhe 
had a narrow eſcape from a beam that fell 
near the bed where ſhe was aſleep. Her- 
nurſes let her get ſeveral dangerous falls; 
autem from their careleſſneſs, or perhaps, 


as Chriſtina.certifies in her memoirs, from. 


a deſign to deſtroy her: but all theſe acci- 
dents produced no other ill conſequence, 


than a flight irregularity in her ſhape, one 
. bein g W I W than wa | 
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12 HETORY'or CHRISTINA, 
other; a defect ſhe knew how to conceal 


3 


by the diſpoſition of her dreſ. 
The ſtates- general of the kingdom we 


| convened, and came to render homage 8 


the daughter of Guſtavus; who repoſed (as 
=> expreſs it) on palms and. laureis, in 
8 of fortune and victory, Wh 

a r/o her cradle. Guſtavus 
was ſenſible of a very lively fondneſs for 
This only branch in hich he ſaw himſelf 
renewed. | The young Chriſtina was ſeized 
with a dangereus diſtemper, whe when ihe.was 
at the mines, Which are at a great diſtance 


from Stockholm: he was ſo much alarm- 
F "that he came away” immediately on re- 


1559 ing the! riews {© and' travelled more e 
Sasse than any courier would have” 
done. "This auguſt infant quickly recoven- 


ed, and Guſtavus commanded a public 
thankſgiving to be ſolemnized. His little 
Aadghter made excurſions with him; and 
"before the ws urg years old e carried her 


to Calmar: The governor, fearing to ten- 
Tify the princess, whoſe health was of ſuch 


1 


importance to the king and to the ſtate, 


defired to know if it was his majeſty's plea- 
ſure 
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4 Eder sWw EDEN. 23 
ſure” 'thatccheicannen-of: the fottreſs and 
garriſos. ſhould: make the accuſtomed, ſa- 

lutes? Guſtayus at firſt heſitated what an- 
ſwer to give; but after a few, moments * 
lence; Let them fire! (Kid. he) ſhe is 
the daughter of ſoldier, and it is pig. 
5 66 per the fortnd: ſhould lie Familiar: to her. 
3 The child was ſo far from being frighten- 
ed at this military exploſion, that ſhe laugh- 
ed, clapped her hands, and by her geſtures 
and joy expreſſed a deſire that they wuld 
fire again Circumſtances like theſe are 
doubfleſs unimportant, but they ſerve, 0 
characterize a kind of Warlike inſtinct in 
the infancy of this princeſs: :. Guſtavus, 
ho felt as a father, did not deſpiſe them, 
Y hut obſerved with. complacency thele marks 
ee natural. - intrepidity- in his daughter. 
1 From this time he always took her with 
him when he reviewed his troops; and re- 
438 marking the pleaſure ſhe; diſcovered at 
' i Sign martial appearances,, he faid to her, 
'F HE. wil 89 AWAY: no. but 1 e 
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n HISTORY'or CHRISTINA, 
< this princeſs in relating the fact) death 
4 him from Keeping his word, 
« and me from the happineſs of ſerving an 
« apprenticeſhip under ſo compleat a maſ- 
* ter.” Indeed Chriſtina, all her life, ex- 
proc ſome regret for having never ap- 
in an engagement at the head of an 
army. She had the heart and ſentiments 
"of an Amazon! | 
_ 27 Germany now-• e as an lentilivy 
into the Poliſh war; and Sweden, beſides 
Feveriging © herſelf upon the emperor, had 
thoſe' Proteſtatit princes to defend, who 
called in her aſſiſtance againſt the oppreſ- 
Bon of the houſe of Auſtria: even the ca- 
tholic [princes were deſirous to ſtop the 
cburſe of that formidable power Which 
threatened Europe with ſlavery. The con- 
federate ſovereigns all caſt their eyes upon 
Guſtavus as their chief, promiſing to fur- 
niſn him with troops and money. There 
wanted not ſo many motives to perſuade 
this warrior- King to take the field. A Wär 
ſo extenſive could not be ſoon concluded, 
and muſt neceſſarily be attended with. 


Be f material events : The King's ſagacity 
fore ſa 
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+ "QUEEN or SWEDEN. 15 
elbe them all, and even painted, with 
too much truth, the misfortune which a 
waited himſelf in this expedition. He 
made fuch a ſettlement and diſpoſition of 


his affairs, as if he never more was to re- 
turn to his capital: he confided to the prin- 
ceſs Catherine his ſiſter, and to his brother- 
in- law the prince Palatine the ſuperinten- 
dancy of the finances; and, above all, the 


preſervation and education of om dear 
Par yas apr * 179 5 


He likewiſe had Ker ene ed 97 


5 de ſtates, and the army, as his only heir, 
and as queen of Sweden, in caſe of his 
death. He placed the five great officers of 
the kingdom at the head of the regency, 
and of the council of guardianſhip, dur- 
[ ing his abſence, or during the minority of 
Chriſtina, - expreſly excluding the queen; 
having remarked in this princeſs, not only 
an averſion to the Swedes, but an inclina- 


tion to favour foreigners, and introduce 


them into the affairs of government, He 
left to the ſtates the care of fixing the time 


„ ei in their young ſoyereign, ac- 
8 cording 


. 216 HISTORY os CHRISTINA, 
cording as the prematurity and « pacity: of 
: her genius ſhould direct. 

The great chancellor Axel Chaitin, 
8 * Jnarinthde and. prime miniſter to Guſtavus, 
ech as the oracle of Sweden, and 
reality. The Work once wrote to 
Hime That if he was leſs. acquainted 
« with. the ſuperiority of underſtanding in 
| his . he would rather chuſe to 
A xeſign his crown than continue to reign.” 

In the breaſt of this great man his ſove- 
reign depoſited his ſecrets, his deſigus, his 
| "hopes,1.and his fears: to him he gave par- 
ticular inſtructions relative to the ſupport 
Sende Hoes, : 0. the glory. of che g- 
| The ſenate allembled. N ſeated 

4 on his throne, preſcribed the plan of ad- 
miniſtration they were to follow. He then 
recommended his infant daughter to their 
charge; taking her by the hand, and at 
the fame time addreſſing the ſenate in a pa- 
thetic ſpeech, dictated: by the love of his 
country, and paternal affection. He. after- 

: ores made the ey een for 
this 
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| QUEEN or SWEDEN. 17 
this important journey, in which he. was 
accompanied by the queen. 
The little Chriſtina” had been 9. 1 a 
compliment, which ſhe repeated in bidding 
adieu to her parents: the king, perplexed 
15 with affairs, was inattentive to her prattle.z 
when the child pulling, his coat, at laſt 
made him turn towards her; ſoftened and 
penetrated with grief, the father took her 
in his arms, and bathed her with his tears 
It was the parting of Hector from Aſtys 
anax. How pleaſing to ſee. theſe heroes 
and warriors, theſe beings of ſuperior or- 
der, furniſn ple of the _ ſenſible 

buen: wah 265230} 
Chriſtina 1 ;nconfolable for the 
abſence. of her father: ſhe cried ſo exceſ- | 
ſively for ſeveral days, chat it was feared 
her ſight would be injured, Which, like the 
king s, was naturally rather weak. Theſe 
tears appeared an unfortunate preſage to 
the common people, always credulous, 
and frequently ſuperſtitious: other augu- 
ries were lixexiſe conſulted, that denoun: 
ced a misfortune but too well. nee N 
by the r 
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18 HI STORY or CHR ISTIN A, 


2501630) Sete Eupen alt the expet:. 
tations that the world had formed of his 


valeur and military ſkill: he attacked the 
Imperialiſts with advantage, forced them 
to evacuate Pomerania, and poſſeſſed him- 


ſelk of ſeveral ſtrong places where the ene- 


my had lodged theve magazines. The em- 


peror aſſembled all his generals to affiſt 
him in oppoſing the progreſs of this victo- 
- Nous monarch; amongſt others, the re- 


nowned Tilly, a native of Bavaria. He 


was a man mature in years, and o con- 
ſummate ex 
therto attended with ſo extraordinary — 
fortune as never to have loſt a battle: but 


perience; and had been 


the 


king of Sweden's invincible aſcendan- 


5 cy prevailed over Tilly's. | His penetrating 


ht creed the moſt | concealed 


his Her was Add e's as well 


as that invincible intrepidiry with which 
he oppoſed all his efforts. The battle of 


Leipfic raiſed Guſtavus to the higheſt pin- 


. nacle of glory ; Tilly was obliged to fly, 
after ſuffering an entire defeat, attended 


1x] * 6— the ſurceſs of this 


action 


: the" celerity of 
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| action ſtrengthened the victor's party wit 


bia. 


QUEEN or SWEDEN. 


the addition of 'thoſe princes who tl then 
had preſerved a neutrality. The 'eimperot 
Ferdinand the- IId, trembled at Vienna. 
He now relied entirely on Wallenſtein, an 
old general of a magnificent difpolition z 
whoſe wealth was ſo conſiderable, that he 


could raiſe an army at his own expence, 


and ſo much beloved by the ſoldiers, that 


he was, truly, the only man who could re- 
vive the drooping courage of the Imperial- 


iſts. Wallenſtein ſoon collected a numer- 
ous body of forces, notwithſtanding which | 


the Swedes continued their progreſs” a- 


gainſt the enemy, making themſelves maf- 


ters of all thoſe ftrong forts which extend: 
ed on both ſides the Danube, as far as the 


neighbourhood of Ulm. Tilly was wound | 
ed in an engagement, and died in a 
few days. Guftayus penetrated into Ba- 


varia, took poſſeflion of Augſboury, 


and o ſeveral other cities in 8 Swa- 


(1 6: 3 2) Wallenfcaopudcd the campaign, 


by ſome advantages that inſpired him with 


_ of recovering the affairs of the em- 


peror : 


% 3 


20 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
pPeror. He loudly declared, He would 
force the Proteſtant princes to return to 
their former yoke.” With this view he 
attempted. to inveſt the city of Nuren- 
bourg, by way of puniſhment for its hav- 
ing favoured Guſtavus: but the King, in 
bur to protect the city, had encamped 
near it, in a well-fortified fituation. The 
en general attempting a blockade, 
the king offered him battle, and drove him 
back to his intrenchments; the action 
laſted ten hours, without being deciſive, 
becauſe the Imperialiſts never quitted their 
lines, The king decamped from Nuren- 
burg, after ſtrengthening the fortifica, 
tions, and Wallenftein at the ſame time 
quitted his poſt, turning his route towards 
towards Miſnia, intending to attack the 
Sauons. Whatever complaints , Guſtavus 
might have againſt their. elector, and how 
eyer perſonal intereſt might inſtigate him 
40 continue the war in the hereditary pro- 
vinces of the emperor, yet he was too ge- 
perous:to- fuffer- his ally to remain in dan- 
Ser. * advancing - forward brought on 


| QUEEN er SWEDEN. it 
the 16th of November. Guſtavus had 
thrown the enemy's troops into diſorder, | 
ſeized all their artillery, and was prepar- 
ing for a general purſuit, when he was 
killed, in the nue his age, ſurround- 
ed by his on troops, [without their ever 
being able to diſcover from whence the ball 
was aimed that occaſioned his' death. The 
Swedes, exaſperated to a degree of fury, 
at the ſight of the dead body of their ſo- 
vereign covered with blood, fell upon the 
Imperialiſts, e parked” them with” 1 
g dreadful ſlaughter. 9 =» 
Guſtavus was a beneficent prince, juſt 
affable, and generous; thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the duties of a monarch, 
and extenſively fulfilling them. He form- 
ed good laws for his people; and was ſtrict 
in their execution. He corrected a variety 
of abuſes in the mode of r Swediſh go- 
vernment," 1 the induſtry of bis 
jects of it. 
His court was open to men of merit and 
uſeful talents: he cultivated 4nd honour- 
ed the belles lettres, and Was the friend 
| of me arts and ſciences : the ſtudy of hiſ- 
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22 HISTORY.or CHRISTINA, 
tory, of tacties, 
were his. favourite amuſements. He diſco- 


the whole art of war, 


vered a ſingular pleaſure in meditating on 


af —_ — in foremal — 


1 nee of War 


* 


a — 8 ever excelled him in the know- 


ledge of commanding or making himſelf 


LP 


200 ſoldiers 


of gaining the affections of his 
? of encouraging an 


over all the move- 


ments of that vaſt 9 becoming the 
ſoub of it as well as the commander? He 
weighed the characters, the vices, and the 
talents of his enemies; he ſtudied the dif- 


+ Toros intereſts and projects of his 


The exquiſite penetration of genius in Guſ- 
gave An an influence that could - 


tavus 


no perſon underſtood the 


a barung of men better, or the. art af em. 


ying them with greater propriety. 


« 


Glory was his predominant. paſſion ; he 
courted i it in the. field. with an enthuſiaſtic 
courage and temerity, that in a general 
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Was undoubtedly culpable : ; 
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=: 1 QuBEKor SW EDEN. 11 23 | 
Tf frequenty,, covered with wounds, he would 
erxxpoſe his perſon in the heat of action like 
a common ſoldier ——He, was, himſelf a 
ſeoldier, and Was fond, of the name ! His 
1 11 campaigns and victories. have. Juſtly placed 
him in the rank of the moſt famous heroes, _ 
8 This warrior is repreſented to us of :a 
E | phyſiognomy majeſtic and martial; his fea- 
tiures large without being coarſe, and the 
air of his countenance ſmiling and familiar: 
of a middle ſtature ; prodigiouſly, fat, vet 
very lively and active. He delię ghted in 
raillery, and poſſeſſed that e ee qua- 
lificazion himſelf, He has been reproach- 
ed with being too great a flaye to his paſ- 
ſion for the fair ſex, too calily. prone to an- 
ger; and with ſacrificing too often to the 
vice of his country and of the times, with- 
out having any inclination for wine. 
When his body was opened, the ſurgeons 
found the heart Preternaturally large 
This prince had a kind of preſcience of 
his approaching death: before the battle of 
Lutzen, he wrote a letter to the great 


X 


0 Gaſtarus“ beart weighed oe pound ten ounces, 
| p | * it '$ 3 


chan- 
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$4 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 


 thafidellor; containing a draught of his laft 
ul; regarding himfelf (though then in 
perfect health) as arrived at the fatal period 


of his life. He recommended to this miniſter 


to Watch over the intereſts of Chriſtina; 
to take care that the queen was treated 
With all the honours and reſpect due to her 
rank; at the ſame time to remove her from 
Affairs of ſtate, and above all, to prevent 


her having any ſhare | in the education of 


bet daughter. {ns 
The laſt duties were ce to Guſta- 
vus with a magnificence worthy of a ſo- 
vereign : : he was embalmed, norwithſtand- 
ing the orders he had given "that his body 
ſhould not be open ned; this was rather a 
weakneſs in 


Mir v2 610 


that time a general one in the Swediſh na- 


tion, and Was the reſult of a ſuperſtitious. 
reſpect for the dead. When the body was 


| . into Sweden, the queen -· mother 


N to quit the remains of. her huſband 
they were depoſited | in the. tomb; ſhüt⸗ 
. y herſelf | up in the funeral a parimen * 


_ indulging her ſorrows with ch mourn- 


f Keene | No wife ever gave greater or 


ſincerer 


0, great a man, büt it "was at 
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"QUEEN or SWEDEN. 25 
dene proofs of her love or of her grief: 


Time rather augmented her woes. After 


this fad event, ſhe diſcovered much more 
affection for Chriſtina 3 regarding her as 
the living image of her buſband, of whom 
ſhe had indeed many features of reſemb- 
lance. In the firſt tranſports of grief and 
tenderneſs, ſhe claſped her daughter in her 
arms, the tears ſtreaming down her face; 


„ I will be the governeſs of my child (fajd 
„ ſhe) and form her infancy !”*: Maternal 


tenderneſs .confined this young queen for 


two years in a melancholy ſolitude. Some- 


times, by way of diverſion, buffoons and 
dwarfs were introduced, according to the 


cuſtom that prevailed in the. courts of Eu- 
rope, efpecially thoſe of Germany; the 


taſte of that part of the globe not being 
then arrived at a ſufficient degree of per- 
fection to reliſh thoſe intereſting repre- 
ſentations, which are the reſult of genius 

and the fine arts. Chriſtina, deteſtirig, and 


thunning ſuch low and infipid amuſements, | 


cConcealed herſelf as n as ſhe could, un- 
der pretext of being deeply engaged at her 
Nr in order to ſo great à con- 

2 | ſtraint ; 


226 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 1 
ſtraint on her inclination : this was the ori- 1 
Zinal cauſe of her paſſion, for reading and 2 
exerciſe. ® 
| +& Phe deceaſed king left a natural ſon, E 
whoſe name was Guſtayus Guſtafson ; 
ö whom he had by Margaret, the daughter 
of Abraham Cabelian, director- general of 
commerce in Sweden. This prince was 
: ſixteen years old, when, hearing of the death 
of Guſtavus; he flew to his monument, and, 
by his entreaties, prevailed on the guards 
to open it. On ſeeing the dead body, his 
eyes ſwimming in tears, he broke out into 1 
this exclamation: Alas! then all is over ! 7 
1 muſt now, with Heaven's aſſiſtance, en- ; 1 
deavour to imitate him in glory, or die in 1 
the attempt! He entered immediately 
into the army of Weimar, where he diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf: by his valour: Chriſtina 
-afterwards beſtowed on him the title of 
count of Vaſabourg, intimating that he 1 
en his origin from the houſe of Vaſa. 
(41633) The enemies of Sweden gave oh 
; poblic demonſtrations of their joy on the 47 
death of the great Guſtavus: their courage 


enen and they hoped no future obſtacle 
could 
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- QUEEN or SWEDEN. 27 


could be powerful enough to {top the pro- 
greſs of their enterprizes. The glory and 
fortune of Sweden, ſo brilliant under the 


auſpices of its hero, were on the eve of be- 


ing eclipſed with him. The league of the 
proteſtant princes, of which he was the 


- aftive principle, tended towards a diviſion; 


each member only conſulting his private in- 


tereſt, diſtruſt and miſunderſtandings broke 


the union amongſt them, and all things 
ſeemed to threaten the evils of anarchy, and 
the horrors of dan as well as of a Lateser 
War. 2 * 

In the; midſt — theſa — n 
Chriſtina, at fix . years old, was the only 
hope of her country, and the only ſurviving 
branch: of the marriage of Guſtavus with 
Maria Eleonora of Brandenburg. In the 
mean time the ſtates of Sweden aſſembled; 
when the marſhal of the diet opened: the. 
proceedings, by proving the authenticity of 
that decree which had given a right of: int 
heritance to the female lige of Charles the 
IXth. grandfather to Chriſtina, in default 
of the male. In conſequence of this act, lie 
propoſed, that Chriſtina ſhould be crowned; 
101121 C2 | he 


4 


28 HISTORY or CHRIS TIN A, 
he was inſtantly interrupted by a member 
'of the peaſants order, whoſe name was 
Larſſon, calling out, Where is this 
l daughter of Guſtavus? we don't know 
l her; let her be produced!“ The whole 
community preſently began to murmur, re- 
peating the ſame words. To appeaſe their 
_ <<lamour, the grand-marſhal went to the 
Palace, and, taking Chriſtina in his arms, 
carried her into the midſt of the ſenate. 
| Larſſon advanced, and examining her at- 
| tentively, cried out, Yes, it is ſne! Be- 
hold the features, the very face of Guſta- 
n vus Adolphus! we will have her for our 
*« ſovereign; let her be ſeated on the throne 
immediately, and proclaimed king!” The 
ſtates were eager to fill the throne; in order 
to deprive'the king of Poland, and his fa- 
mily, of all farther expectations; as they 
claimed ſome apparent right to it, by vir- 
tue of an oath, by which the Swediſh nation 
had entered into an engagement to ſettle 
the crown on the male heirs of Guſtavus 
Vaſa, the grandfather of Sigiſmund. The 
Kates publiſhed a declaration, making any 
Swede guilty of high treaſon, who Pe 
either 
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either act or ſpeak in favour of a foreign 


rince. 

l The name of Chriſtina was become the 
ſignal in the Swediſh armies, and the gene- 
rals had already taken the oath. of allegi- 
ance; they came to lay at her feet thoſe 
trophies taken from the enemy on the fatal 
day of the battle of Lutzen. 

This auguſt child delighted — in 


Rate 3; for- when the Ruffin. ambaſſadors: 


came ta ratify their alliance with the Swedes, 
it was apprehended Chriſtina would be ter- 
rified at the appearance of ſo numerous a 
train of Muſcovites, with long beards, 
monſtrous. reſſes, fingular ceremonies, and 
fomethang barbarous even in their polite- 
neſs! hut, on the contrary, this interview, 
which had been repreſented rather tremen- 
dous, was to her quite an entertaining ſpec- 
tacle. Elevated upon a throne,. Chriſtina. 
acted the queen with great ſteadineſs and 

dignity; appearing to theſe ambaſſadors as 

one born to command, in whom the daugh- 
ter of che hero and the king could not be 


rr The W n to recollect 


C3. this 


30 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
this anecdote, in her memoirs, with much | 
ſatisfaction. 


The vigilanceof the ſenate; the unanimity 
of all the orders, and the advice of chan- 


cellor Oxenſteirn, ſaved the ſtate in the 


ever tempeſtuous ſeaſon of a minority, and 
at à time when Germany, Poland, Den- 


mark, and other powers, were jealous of 


the glory and aggrandizement of Sweden; 
ſeeking occaſion to excite domeſtic conten- 


tions in her boſom, and to raiſe up foreign 


enemies. Ruſſia aſſiſted her ally by a very 
important ſervice: finding Sigiſmund al- 
ready prepared to ſupport his pretenſions by 
force of arms, ſhe immediately declared 
war againſt him, and exerted her ſtrength ſo 


vigorouſſy, that all the Poliſh troops were 
ae nenn, to. defend n 


ſelves. 


In emen to he * laid flown rg 
| Guſtavus, the ſtates appointed a council of 


"regency and guardianſhip, - compoſed, of 
thoſe five ſenators who were the great of- 
ficers of ſtate, the grand bailiff, marſhal, 
admiral, chancellor, and treaſurer of the 
crown. The votes were unanimous in re- 

ferring 
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Ne convened a general aſſembly at Hail- 
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ferring the general direction of foreign af- 
fairs, and principally thoſe of Germany, to | 
chancellor Oxenſteirn; with an unlimited 
power in all regulations relative to peace or 
war. A confidence due from the nation to 
the patriotic ſpirit and abilities of this emi- 
nent ſtateſman! | ©: |: 353 46629408 
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U ho 
bron, in the name of the young Queen, 
where thoſe princes who. had any intereſts 
to ſupport, . either. perſonally. appeared, or 
ſent their deputies. The Swediſh miniſter, 
28 head of the confederacy, - ſtipulated 
for the intereſt of his ſovereign and 


that of the proteſtant party: he renewed 


the Swediſh alliance with France, Eng- 


land, and Holland, and got a freſh; ra- 


tification ſigned by all thoſe ſtates: of: the 
empire. who had entered into a league to 
defend their liberties; that it ſhould remain 
indiſſoluble till the concluſion of the war: 
The allies engaged to maintain, at their 
awn expence, an army of ſixty thauſand 
men, to be commanded by Swediſh gene- 
rals, and to augment that number, ſhould 
occurrences, or the intereſt of the league; 
35 require 
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32; HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 

require it: they likewiſe agreed with Swe- 
den to reſign to the chancellor the conduct 
of thoſe affairs that regarded the common 


cauſe; but, at the ſame time, appointed a 


committee to aſſiſt him, which they ſtiled 
a-corfilinn formatum. Oxenſteirn, by an 


exertion of his authority at the aſſembly of 
Hailbron, re-eſtabliſhed the children of Fre- 
derick count Palatine, in their eſtates, and 


alſo in their electoral dignity. He hoped 


by this ſtep to attach the houſe of Branden- 
burg, as well as that of the Palatine, more 
firmly to the confederacy; and likewiſe to 
prevent the elector of Saxony, who was fe- 
ctetiy treating with the emperor, from 
abandoning. the allies. It required all the 
zeal and political knowledge that this great 
man was poſſeſſed of to undertake a nego- 


in ſpight of their oppoſite views, their jea- 
loukes; and competitions. To Oxenſteirn 
it appertained, however, to find an honour- 
able clue to this political labyrinth; bis 


IE to reanimate the courage, and- 


— nopz 5 * for- 


tiation with German electors, whoſe cha- | 
racters and intereſts differed ſo widely; and 
to conciliate the diſputes of foreign generals, . 


1 


1 1 
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ftill farther; to the ineſtimable advantage 
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fortify the union of the ancient friends of 
Sweden; to break the meaſures of her 
enemies; and to preſerve to his country 
the principal direction in affairs, and almoſt 
the fame credit and authority ſhe enjoyed 
during the life of Guſtavus. And all Eu- 


rope coincided in praiſing the wiſdom: and ; 
addreſs of this miniſter. | 


The care of the finances was WIE te: 
ſtowed by the council of. guardianſhip, on 


the prince. Palatine, an office the late king 


had intruſtcd him with; whilſt-the prin- 
ceſs Catherine, his wife, remained with her 
niece. Chriſtina. ſedulouſly mindful of her 
preſervation... The ſenate's attention was 
not .confined to the ſecuring the repoſe of 
the. kindgom, maintaining conqueſts, de- 
fending thoſe places ſubdued in Germany, 
on the Baltic Sea, or ſettling the means of 
continuing the war till an honourable peace 
could be obtained: it extended its views 


of modelling the education of the infant ſo⸗ 


vereign; of inſtilling into her mind and 


heart all thoſe virtues and accompliſhments 
1 augment the luſtre of a crown; andgare 
6 eſſential 


* 
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ing. An heir apparent to a throne is an 
« univerſal bleſſing g; the glory of the ſtate, 
and the felicity of individuals, depend 
upon it. Thoſe who believe that. infancy 
< 1s the ſeaſon when princes hear truth, are 
** miſtaken; for even in the cradle, they 


are feared and flattered : mankind dreads. 
the memory of princes as much as their 


power, and treats. them like young lions, 

ho can draw blood, though they. have 
not yet ſtrength to devour.” Theſe were 
Chriſtina's own reflections. 

In eſtabliſhing the houſhold of the prin- 
ceſs, the ſenate placed none but the moſt, 
virtuous perſons about her; and choſe pre- 
e for her in every branch of uſeful 
and ornamen knowledge: the. ſtates 


e in the great art of government. 


From her earlieſt youth Chriſtina had dif 
eovered:an- eaſy conception, and an incre-, 


dible ardour in the purſuit of the ſtudy of 


politics, ſciences, and languages: ſhe be- 


came * with ancient hiſtory in the 
ori- 


11 1 , 4 J 


eſſential to render a reign happy and flouriſh- ; 


en themſelves to tracing the plan 
of her 8 and having her perfectly 
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"M original, and particularly gegn in read- 
b £8 ing ; Polyb us and Thucydides. 
Guſtavus Adolphus had appointed Azel 
Banier, grand maſter of the houthold, pre- 
ceptor to his daughter. He was the king's 
favourite, the . — of his amours, and 
companion of his pleaſures, a finiſhed cour- 
tier, knew little of books, but was ambi- 
tious to excel in all the exerciſes of a gen- 
tleman; and, though governed by his paſ- 
ſions, was full of honour. The ſub- pre- 
ceptor, WhO had likewiſe: been choſen by 
the king, was. Guſtavus Horn, a ſenator, 
and nephew to the marſhal of that name: 
this lord had ſeen all the polite courts in 
Europe; was compleatly verſed in theaifan- 
ners and polity of every nation; loved the 
belles lettres, and converſed readily in ſeve- 
ral languages: with theſe qualifications, he 
was a good politician, and extremely pro- 
per to Nabend the en nn of à ſove⸗ 
IE reign; 2718 ol 3544 384: 
= But Chridina Was oſt thongly attached 
to John Matthias, whom her father had ad / 
named for her preceptor: ſhe praiſes him 
in ſeveral parts of her memoirs; cele- 
C 6 brating 
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brating him as one who loved virtue, in- 
ſpired it in others, and practiſed it himſelf. 
The knowledge of literature, and of the 


ſciences, was familiar to him; he abounded 


in diſcretion, fweetneſs of temper, and pro- 


found erudition, and poſſeſſed the art of 


e inſtruction without pedantry. 
The king had not only emphatically re- 
er theſe tutors to infuſe into the mind 


of his daughter a ſtrict regard for modeſty 


and decency, as the diſtinguiſhing virtues 
of her ſex; he alſo requeſted them to give 


her a manly education, not only in relation 


to mental exerciſes, but even to corporal z 
and her natural bent ſeconded, in an extra- 


ordmary manner, the intentions of Guſta- 
vus. To: uſe her own words, Chriſtina 


difphyed in her infancy < an invincible an- 
„ tipathy to all the occupations and turn. 
of converſation uſual to women;“ and 
was aſtoniſhingly: inexpert in all choſe works 
that require delicacy of finger; 


firy not only in the moſt abſtracted ſtudies, 


but alſo in the moſt fatiguing labours and 
exerciſes that conſtitute an arhletic educa- 
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whilſt, on 
_ contrary, ſhe ſhewed a remarkable fici- 
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tion. The grand chancellor Oxenſteirn 
made it his particular attention to enlighten 
the underſtanding of this young queen with. 
all the rays of his genius and experience; 
teaching her how to reign, by explaining 
the ſuperior duties for which ſhe was deſ- 
tined, and opening to her the paths of true 
glory 
Whilſt Chriſtina increaſed in years and 
intelligence under theſe admirable precep- 
tors, the Swedes and their allies continued, 
to ſupport the ſuperiority of their arms. 
General Horn reduced. Alſatia, and gained 
an advantage over the Bavarian cavalry 
near Kempten. George, duke of Lunen- 
burg, made himſelf maſter of ſeveral places 
in Weſtphalia, after obtaining a victory. over 
count Mansfield : great-part of the dutchy 
of Munſter acknowledged the authority of 
the landgrave William. But in-Silefia, jea- 
louſy had ſown diſſenſions among the 
Swediſh and Saxon generals, which impeded 
their progreſs: far greater calamities were 
to be apprehended from a ſedition that had 
ariſen among the Swediſh officers, who not 
only inſiſted on having all the arrears due 
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to them, but exacted extraordinary reconm- 
pence for their paſt ſervice. Duke Bernard 


ſecretly excited theſe diſturbances, wanting 
to aſſume the abſolute command of the al- 


lied army, and to obtain-the ceſſion of the 


dutchy of Franconia, together with Wurtz- 
burg and Bamberg: Oxenſteirn, who dived 
into his views, abandoned to him Franconia, 


and by that means perſuaded him to deſiſt 


from his other pretenſions. 8 


bia: duke Feria, alſo, had brought with 
Him, from Italy, 14000 men to join the ar- 
* 


The allies divided their troops into ſeveral 
corps, who acted in different places. The 


Imperialiſts, ſuperior in number, had 


driven the Swedes out of Saxony, but 
the latter had the advantage, in Franconia 
and the Palatinate: the landgrave William 
had taken Paderborn: duke George of Lu- 
nenburg had beſieged and taken Hamelen, 
after defeating a body of 15000 men who 


attempted its relief: the city of Oſnabrug 
was unable to withſtand the efforts of the 


allies: at the ſame time Chriſtiern, of the 


Palatine branch of the counts of Birken- 
field, defeated the Lorrainers in the Lower 
Alſatia, opening himſelf a paſſage into Swa- 
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my of Attringer, one of the generals of the 
e Guſtavus Horn, the Swediſh ge- 
neral, preſſed. theſe troops ſo cloſely, that. 
he obliged them to retire into Bavaria, after 
the loſs of many lives. Duke Feria was 
eager for ſucceſs, and animated by a paſ- 
ſion for glory: he had already boaſted of 
the luſtre of his actions, the ſuperiority of 
his troops, his reſources, and experience; 
and was too much mortiſied to ſurvive the 
ſhame of this defeat: he died of vexation 
and deſpair; Duke Bernard had the addreſs 
to deceive John de Wert (a celebrated of- 
ficer in the Imperial army) by a ſtratazem z 
for, feigning a deſign of attacking Munich, 
he, in fact, by forced marches, arrives at 
Ratiſbon, ſeizes that important city and ſe- 
veral others, making great devaſtation in 
Bavaria; he was ſoon afterwards obhged 
to retreat precipitately towards the Danube, 
on the approach of Walenſtein, the general 
of the Empire, who was on his march ta at- 
tack bim. The Swedes, though they fre- 
quently obtained victories over the Impe- 
rialiſts, were, however, ſometimes repulſed; 
and this ee alternative of ſucceſs and 


. {14 miſ- 
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miſcarriage; adding to the diſagreement 9 
amongſt the commanders in both armies, 9 
rendered their loſſes and advantages fo 7 
nearly equal, that the fate of the war ſtill re- WW 


(1634) Wallenſtein, at the head of the 
Imperialiſts, taught them how to triumph 
over the Swedes near Steinau; this general 
recalled victory under his banner, and en- 
 joyed the entire confidence of the ſoldiery; 

but his pride, his haughty, inflexible cha- 
racter, together with his love of independ- 
ency, drew upon him the envy of many, 
who by degrees undermined his credit with 
the emperor, notwithſtanding he had been 
his friend, his counſellor, a This defender. 
The ſuſpicion of treaſon, and ambitious pro- 
jects with which his enemies had flandered . 
his reputation, tempted him at laſt to realize 
their accuſations; he made propoſitions to 
France and the reſt of the powers at vari- 
ance with the Empire, to throw his army 
into their ſcale, on condition they would 
aſſiſt him in the conqueſt of Bohemia; but 
they apprehended this promiſe to be only a 


rage, beſieged Ratiſbon, and carried that 
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his general, in order more effectually to- 
— the allies. Walenſtein, ſeeing all 
his real, as well as imaginary projects of ag- 
grandizement prove abortive, funk at laſt 
under the ſuperior influence of his rivals; 


and being recalled by the emperor, who 


gave the command of the army to his 
eldeſt ſon, the arch-duke Ferdinand, king 
of Hungary and Bohemia, was a few days 
after his diſgrace aſſaſſinated at Egra, by 
three Scotch officers, 


The imperialiſts and the allies held the 


balance in equal poiſe ſome time longer, 


without either gaining any deciſive advan- 


tage: till at length the king of Hungary, 


ſeeking an occaſion for ſignalizing his Cou- 


ſtrong city. The allies, arriving too late 
for its relief, W e to an advantageous” 

| of Rophngen. 
But impatience, which ſo often becomes - 
imprudence, . urged the Swediſh general 
officers to attack the Imperialiſts, though 
the latter had received a reinforcement of 
Spaniſſi troops: this was contrary to the o- 
piaion of general Horn; but his foreſight 
8 Was 
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was conſtrued into timidity, and he was o- 
bliged to give way. A battle was there- 
fore fought near Nordlingen, in which the 
greateſt part of the Swediſh infantry was 
cut to pieces, and a number of priſoners. 


latter, after performing prodigies of va- 
lour, whoſe military knowledge, unhappi- 
| ly, but too little conſulted, even exceeded 
his courage. The Proteſtant league felt 
the weight of this blow extremely, as the- 
conſequences. were likely to be very fatal. 


The elector of Saxony, ever regardful of 


his perſonal intereſt, and unmindful of the 
common cauſe, was: the firſt: to break his 
connection with the allies, and to join the 
vactorions party. The Imperialiſts made 
the beſt uſe of victory, by ſubduing ſeve- 
ral conſiderahle places, and harraſſing their 


enemies. In. this extremity, Den: had. 
= recourſe to France; and ceded Philipſ- 


bourg and the province of Alſatia to that 


power, as the reward of thoſe ſervices ſne 


expected from this alliance. The grand 
chancellor went himſelf to Paris to negoti- 


ate a A which, he hoped, might enable 


him 


taken; Guſtavus Horn was amongſt the- 
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him to prop the tottering ſtate of Sweden. 


This miniſter received from the king, and 
the whole nation, thoſe honours that were 
due to his rank, and ſtill more to his me- 
rit. He did juſtice himſelf to this recep- 
tion, on more occaſions than one. The 
famous John de Wert, who had done ſo 
much miſchief to the French by his incur- 
ſions, and whoſe name was become ſo ter- 
rible to the inhabitants of Paris, that it 
afterwards paſſed into a proverb, was at 
laſt taken priſoner by the Swedes, and de- 
livered up to the French. On hearing ge- 
neral Horn was in the hands of the impe- 
rialiſts, chancellor Oxenſteirn, who was 
brother- in- lav to that unfortunate Swede, 
made a propoſal to exchange him for an 
officer of the empire; but he met with 
much difficulty and dilatorineſs in the con- 
duct of a nation, unwilling to ſet her moſt 
formidable enemy at liberty: the ſolicita- 
tions of the queen, the regency, and the 
grand chancellor had not ſufficient efficacy 
to prevent field-marſhal Horn from re- 
maining near eight years in captivity. 
. The 
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44 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
| The Imperialiſts having taken Philipf- 
bourg by ſurprize, where the French had 


great nos, and likewiſe reduced 
ſome other cities, the Swedes were under 


the neceſſity of — part of their 


conqueſts, in order to gain time, and pre- 
vent their total ruin: they yielded there 
of Poland, to 
ſoften that power and obtain a renewal of 
the treaty between reg n was al. 


moſt expired. 


Tue moſt dangerous — wy Soden 
was the elector of Saxony: nothing Was ca- 
pable of fetting bounds to that inveterate 
malice with. which. he perſecuted his an- 
cient | allies, equally employing artifice, 
and open force for. their deſtruction. With 
bribes and promiſes. he ſeduced a diſaffect- 
ſucceſs, and want of pay, 
that zeal and attachment they owed their 
country. At this time the deſtiny, and 


even the very exiſtence of Sweden, depend- 


ed on two perſons only; chancellor Oxen- 
ſteirn, the moſt able and moſt active poli- 


tician of the age, negotiated the buſineſs of 
the 


had weakened 
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the nation; general Banier, as much re- 
nowned for his courage and military capa- 
city, fought its battles. As a means to 
break that intelligence which the elector of 
Saxony maintained with his army, Banier 
found himſelf under the neceſſity of march- 
ing into the dutchy of Brunſwick: the Sax- 
ons, taking advantage of his retreat, ex- 
tended their lines along the banks of the 
Elbe; immediately the Swediſh general or- 
dered a forced march, ſurpriaed the army 
of the empire, deſtroyed part of it, and 
made a great many priſoners. This vic- 
tory was attended with ſeveral other ad- 
vantages, the principal were, that it re- 
animated the ſpirit af the troops, and opt 
r e in obedience.” 
1636, 1637) The Proteſtant league was 
entreiy diſſolved. Sweden, amongſt all 
her confederates in Germany, had been un- 
able to retain any beſides the Landgrave of 
Heſſe; and this prinee, ſurrounded by ene- 
mies, was incapacitated to aſſiſt her. 1 — 
land, France, 3 Holland refuſed to make 
an open declaration of war againſt Ger- 
_ contenting themſelves with ſecretly 
wiſhing 
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. wiſhing the proſperity of Sweden. Yet, 
this kingdom, reduced to rely upon its in- 
nate ſtrength, commanded by ſkilful ge- 
nerals, full of zeal for its welfare, obtain- 
ed frequent advantages over the combined 
forces of the empire and Saxony. The 
Swedes, who were actuated by: ſelf-defence 
alone, conſidered their conqueſts as the 
only infallible means of attaining an ho- 
nourable peace, and they were ready to car- 
ry their point, when a gentleman of Pome- 
rania conducted Gallas, one of the i impe- 
rial generals, with his army, by a private 
road into that province, which inſtantly 
changed the face of affairs; for by this ir- 
eruption, the Imperialiſts were in poſſeſſion 
of ſeveral conſiderable places, and acquired 
a ſuperiority in Pomerania, Saxony, Upper 
| "Greys: and Weſtphalia. 
(1638, 1639) Theſe viciſſitudes protoms- 
ed the miſeries of war, and rendered all 
negotiations ſo much the more difficult, 
as each party either over- rated its advanta- 
ges, or relied too confidently on the aſ- 
ſiſtance of time and fortune. Duke Ber- 
nard had collected nααοοε with which he 
defeated 
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defeated the Imperialiſts ſeveral times, diſ- 
poſſeſſing them of ſome of their conquered 
towns. Banier had a conference with him; 
they adjuſted their plan of operation toge- 
ther, theſe two great warriors agreeing to 
carry all the fury of the war into the heart 
_ of the emperor's hereditary dominions. 
This is often the only method of reducing 
a powerful enemy, by giving him cauſe to 
tremble for his own country, while diſtant 
nations feel the terror of his arms. Banier 
purſued his purpoſe. to its utmoſt extent 
flying from place to place with ſuch incre- 
dible rapidity, that he ſeemed in a manner 
multiplied : he fought every inch of 
ground, and all his WHINE were ſo 
many victories. 

| Sweden, by this ſudden turn of fortune, 
regained her ſuperiority, and her generals 
triumphed in every action: the empire was 
alarmed, and believed itſelf incapable to 
raiſe an army ſufficient to oppoſe the ene- 
my. Duke Bernard, having already opened 
a paſſage into Bavaria, was prepating to in- 
vade that territory, when death ſtopt him 
in the midſt of his career, throwing the af- 
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fairs of Sweden again into confuſion. Duke 


Bernardo's army, which was alſo called 
Weimar's, was left without a commander ; 
' ſeveral powers claimed pretenſions of right 


over it; amoneſt others the elector Pala- 


tine, who ſent deputies to treat with the 
officers, whilft he himſelf ſet out from Eng- 
land, intending to travel through France ; 
but at Moulins he was arreſted, for paſſing 
without having aſked the royal permiſſion, 
and conducted, as a prifoner, to the caſtle 
of Vincennes: the true reaſon for this mea- 
ſure was, that the French had formed a de- 
ſigu of getting the command of duke Ber- 
-nard's army into their own hands, in which 
they at length ſucceeded; gaining over, by 
promiſes and money, Erlac, the duke's 
Principal officer; by which means they aſ- 
ſumed the difpoſal both of his army and 
conqueſts; particularly of the city of Bri- 
fac, at the ſame time appointing the count 
de Guebriant, commander in chief. 
Notwithſtanding ſome recent advantages 
that the Swedes had acquired over the Im- 
perialiſts, they ſtill found their objections 
to peace infurmountable ; ſome great blow 
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was therefore neceſſary. General Banier, 
to awaken the ardour of the allies, joined 
- his troops to thoſe of Weimar, Heſſe, and 
Lunenburg, forming by this junction a 
formidable army, capable of giving law to 
the enemy; had it been under the guidance 
of a ſkilful leader: but the pride of thoſe 
generals, who equally aſpired to that ho- 
nour, proved the grand obſtacle which this 
army had to ſubdue; and, as it always hap- 
pens on ſimilar occaſions, the intereſt of in- 
dividuals was preferred to that of the pub- 
lic. Theſe feuds made it neceſſary to di- 
vide again, and act ſeparately. 
The lords of the regency in Sweden, re- 
mote from the operations of the war, flow 
in their deciſions, and frequently oppoſite 
in ſentiments, threw a new embarraſſment 
into affairs. From jealouſy of authority, 
they removed all thoſe who were likely to 
balance 1t : the queen-dowager could not 
obrain any ſhare in the government, and 
faw herſelf in a manner, conftrained to fix 
her reſidence at the-caſtle of Gripſholm, in 
the province of Sudermania; where ſhe 
was ſo much diſcontented, that at length 
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he reſolved to leave the kingdom. To ac- 
| compli er purpoſe, ſhe had entered into 
a private correſpondence with Denmark; 
and on finding -that king diſpoſed to aſſiſt 
her flight, ſhe embarked in a ſmall. veſſel 
to the iſle of Gothland, where two men of 
War were appointed for her guard; in this 
manner ſhe arrived, and was conducted in 
triumph into Denmark. 
Count d' Avaux and father Bougeam 
have both conſidered this queen's elope- 
ment as an adventure of gallantry. The 
count, informing the dutcheſs of Savoy of 
the event, relates it in the following terms: 
« A king and queen in the Northern he- 
c miſphere, who were ſeparated by an arm 
< of the ſea, which ſerved as a boundary to 
< their kingdoms, wiſhed for a nearer alli- 
<ance: the good intelligence between 
them commenced by ſecret embaſſies 
« dexterouſly carried on by a witty female 
« who certainly has more addreſs than all. 
« our ambaſſadors. One fine morning, 
« juſt at the dawn of day, the fair princeſs, 
c attended only by a knight and a confi- 
| =: Gant, mounted her palfrey, and by con- 
| 1 <« .cealed 
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©<.cealed paths through woods and rocks, | 
arrived on the ſea-ſhore, and paſſed the 
« ſtraits in a ſorry boat, more courageouſly 
« than ever Leander did | But they had 
e not failed far before they were accoſted 
by an admiral, who received her majeſ- 
« ty on board with a diſcharze of his ar- 
« tillery; publiſhing thus to the world a 
* myſtery till then ſo carefully concealed. 
< The fleet appointed for her reception was 
% magnificently equipped; furniſhed with 
« moſt exquiſite dainties of every kind; 
and to compleat the gallantry of the en- 
« tertainment, there was an excellent band 
« of muſick. In this ſplendid manner the 
<« queen, the widow of Guſtavus, has been 
% conducted to a Daniſh iſland, where 
« Chriſtiern IV. who now may truly be ſaid 
< to reign happily, is gone to receive her.” 
It was the genera] opinion that the King 
of Denmark flattered his im:gination with 
the hopes of bringing about a marriage be- 
tween his fon Frederick and queen Chriſ- 
tina, and with this view aſſiſted the queen- 
mother's eſcape. She afterwards retired in- 
to the territories of the elector of Branden- 
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bourg, and remained there till the queen 
her daughter was -of an age to take the 
reins of government; the ſenate, in the 
mean time, allowing her a penſion to ſup- 
Port the dignity of her rank. 

This fugitive princeſs returned to Swe- 
den in 1648, and made her entry into 
Stockholm with great magnificence : Chriſ- 
tina paid her the compliment of embarking 
in a little veſſel, in order to meet her at 

Dahlerven; but ſhe was overtaken by a 


tempeſt, and with difficulty gained the 


ſhore. 
(1641) One of the EI lords of the 


regency dying in the beginning of this 
year, the ſenate referred to the young 
queen, whoſe minority was nearly expired, 
the nomination of his ſucceſſor; and it had 
reaſon to extol her prudence on this de- 
licate occaſion, for not ſhewing the leaſt 
prepoſſeſſion, and for preventing every jea- 
lous complaint. She wrote to her uncle 


John Calimir, the prince Palatine, thoſe 


reaſons which determined her againſt the 
appointment of Charles Guſtavus, his ſon, 


in FRE to the ties of blood and 
friend- 
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friendſhip ; the principal of which was, 


that ſo near an approach to a throne, to - 


which. he might. have ſome pretenſions, 
would be apt to kindle apprehenſions in 
the Swedes.. Chriſtina ordered a liſt to be 
taken of the names of thoſe perſons whole | 
birth entitled them to the vacant dignity, 


and left the deciſion to chance, which de- 


clared in favour: of the count de Brahe. 
Soon after this, the ſenate invited the young 


queen to preſide in their aſſemblies, where 


ſhe diſcovered great aſſiduity, quitting with 
Joy her former amuſements, to apply her 


thoughts towards the diſcuſſion of the moſt 


ſerious and intricate affairs; ſurrounded by 


old ſagacious counſellors and profound po- 
liicians ; enchanting them by the vivacity 

of her wit, and Te ee of her judg- 
ment. 


Banter, in * mean time, had attempted 


an enterprize equally bold and difficult; 


for, marching at the head of his an 


guard, he >pproached Ratiſbon, where the 
emperor and the ſtates of the empire were 


aſſembled : his intention was to attack 
them by ſurprize, and ſo to finiſh the war 
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at once, by a ſudden and unexpected 
- ſtroke. The Imperial troops were diſperſ- 
ed in winter- quarters; the Danube was 
frozen over; ſo that all appearances con- 
curred to facilitate this grand deſign: but 
a ſudden thaw ſtopped the Swediſh gene- 
ral at the very inſtant he was preparing to 
croſs the river; and the large quantity of 
ice prevented his. conſtructing a bridge of 
boats. To add to this diſappointment, the 
count de Guebriant withdrew his forces 
from the Swedes, and retired towards the 
Maine, in ſpite of all the arguments and 
entreaties Banier | made uſe of to perſuade 
him not to abandon him. The alarm was 
ſpread at Ratiſbon; and as the Imperialiſts 
bad time to collect their troops, the danger 
of the Swedes, ſurrounded by enemies, and 


menaced with being cruſhed by their num 


ber, was imminent: however, Banier re- 
treated by the foreſt of Bohemia, whiſt the 


Imperialiſts, amuſing. themſelves impru- 


dently and inactively at Ratiſbon, let the 
opportunity of revenge eſcape: the Swediſh 


army luckily gained the paſſage of Preſnitz 


only half an hour before Picolomini arriv- 
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ed, who had marched with the utmoſt ex- 


pedition to ſurpriſe them, but was ob- 
ſtructed: himſelf, and obliged to retire. 


By the death of George of Lunenbourg, 
the Swedes loſt a powerful ally: the admi- 


niſtration of that houſe did not purſue | his 


plan, but conſulted their own private emo- 
lument more than the general intereſt” of 
Germany. | 

The landgrave of Heſſe and the count 
of Schomberg died about the ſame time; 
but no loſs was more ſenſibly felt than that 


of general Banier. This great man, the 


pupil of Guſtavus, his friend and conſident, 


ſtrongly reſembled him in his perſon, but 
ſtill more in the qualities of his heart, and 
the extent and vivacity of his genius. He 


perfected the art of war by uniting pru- 
dence with valour, and the wiſdom of 
counſel with the activity of execution. 
The plan of his campaigns was admirable; 
he ſeemed to Pierce into futurity, and to have 
the art of preparing and conducting thoſe 


events that ſuited his purpoſe : to finiſh his 


character, there never was a citizen more 


zealous for the glory of his country, In- 
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expenenced as Chriſtina was, ſhe knew. 


better than all her court, how much the 
fall of ſuch a general muſt . ſhake her 
throne. In a letter to prince Charles Guſ- 


tavus, ſhe ſays, I have juſt now heard 
« the heavy dejecting news of Banier* s ill- 


neſs: they tell me he cannot recover; 


and people here are little ſolicitous whe- 


ther he lives or dies, ſuppoſing he can 
1% eaſily be replaced ; but ſuch characters 


«© are very rare. If Bamer dies, our affairs 


« will certainly decline.” Thoſe misfor- 


tunes which the queen foreſaw ſoon hap- 


pened ; diforder reigned in the Swediſh ' 


army; the allies were divided amongſt 
themſelyes; and the Imperialiſts, making 


good uſe of their enemies unſettled ſtate, 


gained a conſiderable advantage over them 


near Qxedlinbourg, and recovered moſt of 
the principal places in Sileſia. 


(1642) Leonard Torſtenſon, wha ſuc- 


ceeded. Banier in the command of the 


troops, bad been obliged by ſickneſs to re- 
main a long while inactive; but, on this 


general's recovery, he opened the campaign 
with glory, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
TD —— 
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activity, and by the rler of his con- 


queſts. 
The Swedes, natd by a chief fo vi- 


gorous and enterpriſing, recovered their 
former ſuperiority; their courage, conduct- 


ed by prudence, fixed victory beneath their 
ſtandards : they triumphed in Weſtphalia, 
took their revenge near Quedlinbourg, and 


Torſtenſon led them victorious into Sileſia, 
where they regained all thoſe places they 


had loſt: he afterwards defeated the caval- 


ry of Francis Albert, duke of Saxe-Lawen- 


bourg, who had flown to the aſſiſtance of 


the Imperialiſts, obliging him to ſurrender 


himſelf. priſoner ; he died of his wounds 


ſoon after. Weſtphalia, Moravia, and 


Saxony, became ſucceſſively the theatre of 


Swediſh exploits. The Imperialiſts aſſem- 


bled all their forces to ſtop the unbounded 
rage of this impetuous torrent: the arch- 


duke Leopold and general Picolomini 
joined their armies, and made a forced 


march, confiding in the ſuperior number 


of their troops. The rival nations encoun- 


tered in a plain near Breitenfeld, already 
en by a victory of the great Guſtavus, 
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The action commenced by a furious can- 


— 


nonade, during which it was remarked that 


the ſame cannon · ball killed the horſes of 
Torſtenſon and two other officers, without 
wounding their riders. — The Swedes per- 


formed prodigies of valour this day; fight- 
ing in thoſe fields, the ancient witneſſes of 
their glory! they left dead upon the ſpot 
five thouſand Imperialiſts, and made two 


thouſand five hundred priſoners ; their own 
loſs not amounting to more than two thou- 


fand men. This day, ſo glorious for 
Sweden, was ſucceeded by the furrender of 


Leipſic, and ſeveral great advantages ac- 


' quired by the troops of Heſſe and Weimar; 


which opened. a: paſſage into Cologne and 


Jallers.: 85 

In Chriſtina, juſt waning from the dawn 
| of infancy, the ſovereign of a flouriſhing 
kingdom and a martial nation, the deli- 
_ cate graces of her ſex were blended with 


. mayly vigour of genius, and all the quali- 
ties of a great and ſublime ſoul. The 


daughter of Guſtavus added luſtre to the 
glory of her origin; her merit was even 


ſuperior to her birth : all theſe adyantages 
were 
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| a embelliſhed by the ſplendor N 
crown in her own diſpoſal, together with 


the gift of her hand: many of the young 


monarchs and princes of Europe became 
her admirers, ambitious of the glory of cap- 
tivating this ſuperb heart. The two princes 
-of Denmark, Frederick and Ulric, rivals 


in love, were the firſt who aſpired to a mar- 


riage with the young queen of Sweden : 
prince Ulric's intereſt was principally fa- 
voured by the queen-mother; but the ſenate 
rejected the offer of this alliance, fearing to 


fee a revival of. thoſe. calamities which for- 
merly overwhelmed Sweden, when under the 
ſame authority with Denmark. 


The Elector Palatine likewiſe . 1 | 
liſts; but none of the competitors had equal 
reaſon for hope with the elector Frederick 
William of Brandenbourg : the great Guſ- 


tavus had, himſelf, ſelected this prince for 
_ a. huſband to his daughter, intending, by ſo 


political.a union, to augment the power of 


Sweden in Germany, and join the national 
conqueſts to the electoral territories. This 

marriage, which muſt have thrown ſuch 
an additional weight of firength, and gran- 
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deur into the ſcale of Sweden, was looked 
upon with jealouſy, and even with dread by 


the different courts of Europe. Denmark 
and Poland diſcovered in the elector a dan- 

us neighbour; the houſe of Auftria 
WAS feaſible how much its force would be 


of Brandenbourg's becoming king of Swe- 
den; France and Italy had cauſe for ap- 
prehenſion from a Proteſtant monarch ſo 
powerful. Had Guſtavus lived, this match 
would - undoubtedly have been concluded, 


as the firſt propoſition of it raiſed univerſal | 


joy an the army and populace ; but the re- 
gency and the ſenate now gave it a more 
remote appearance: they had their own 
rights and privileges to preſerve, which, in 
their opinion, would have been endanger- 
ed under the government of a foreign 
prince. Chancellor Oxenſteirn was princt 


pally concerned in traverſing the eleCtor's 


wiſhes: he inſinuated apprehenſions of this 


prince's over- running the country with Ger- 


mans, and beſtowing on them the chief 
dignities and employments of the ſtate. 
There were yet ſome other motives which 

a influ- 
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influenced the conduct of the chancellor; 
he ſecretly flattered himſelf with gaining 
the public conſent in favour of his ſon 
Elric; but as the credit of this miniſter be- 
gan ſoon after to diminiſh, he did not 
think it prudent to diſcloſe his deſign. 
John, king of Portugal, and Philip, king 
of Spain, were alſo among the pretenders to 
the queen: difference of religion was an 
inſurmountable obſtacle to their ſucceſs, 
beſides the improbability that Sweden 
would ſubmit to be governed by a king af 
Spain or Portugal. There was alſo ſome 
reaſon to believe, that the emperor pri- 
1 vately ſolicited this match for his ſon the 
king of the Romans. He apprehended 
that Chriſtina, fond of titles, and worchy 
of the greateſt, might be flattered with an 
expectation of one day joining the name of 
* emprels to that of queen. 
1 The Spaniſh agent, Don Pimentel, a v0 
ul inſinuating negotiator, who was in great 
reputation with Chriſtina, endeavoured to 
accompliſh an. affair that would aggrandize - 
the power of the houſe of Auſtria, by re- 
eſtabliſhing the emperor in thoſe German 
3 3 


F 
* Wee „ !.... 8 
8 2 e n 
J 8 
* e N - 2 oy 


2 3 Py: 3 as : 5 . 8 . Ih, bg _ 

0 N . J ͤ py FE 15 

ben . * 70 e af 
2 


, 


62 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
provinces conquered by the Swedes, and at 
the ſame time raiſe up a new barrier againſt 
the power of France; and it ſeemed as if 
the Italian count Montecuculi, a general of 
the Empire, had inſtructions to gain ſecret 
| aſſurances from the queen of Sweden of her 
own conſent, before he acquainted the ſe- 
nate with the e object of his nego- 
tiations. 
Don John of Auſtria was another who 
aſpired to the ſame honour, as well as Sigiſ- 
mund Ragotſki. general and count of Caſſovia. 
The king of France and the queen- mother 
employed M. Chanut, their ambaſſador in 
Sweden, to propoſe prince John Caſimir to 
the queen; who, after being a jeſuit and a 
cardinal, had aſcended the throne of Po- 
land. Ladiſlaus, elder brother of Caſimir, 
ly likewiſe deſired this connection, ſought after 
: in vain by ſo many princes; but he was not 


more fortunate than his competitors. 
The queen made uſe of various pretexts, 
. as motives of her refuſal; ſuch as reaſons 
. of ſtate, oppoſition, or ee in reli- 
gion, manners, and intereſts; but the real 
. was, that * om. her earlieſt youth ſhe 
91 e | had 
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kd e an averſion to marriage; 
however, another competitor will ſoon ap- 
pear, who ſeemed to have the beſt right to 
hope and obtain the conſent of the queen 
of Sweden. 

(1643, 1644. ) The Swedes made a ſud- 
den! irruption into Holſtein, and finding the 
Danes incapable of defence, they, in a ſhort 
time, made themſelves maſters of the chief 
places in that dutehy, ſubdued all before 
them, and penetrated even into the penin- 
ſula of Jutland. The . Daniſh infantry, 
conſiſting of 4500 men, was forced to ſur- 
render. at diſcretion: the war raged with 
freſh fury between theſe rival nations, and 
ſome very ſmart engagements paſſed both 
at ſea and land. The Swedes had received 
à a reinforcement of. ſhips from Holland, 
which gave them the advantage in their na- 
val expeditions, yet no deciſive blow was 
. truck. Torſtenſon purſued the Imperia- 
| liſts with till greater good fortune; he had 
ſo entirely deſtroyed the troops commended 
by Gallas, as to reduce them to 1000 

' infantry. Theſe ſad remains of his once 
Houriſhing army, their general, with great 
dif- 
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diffitulty, led back into Bohemia, at the 
concluſion of the campaign. 

On the 18th of December. 1644, Chriſ- 
tina, at eighteen years of age, took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the reins of government with the 
uſual ceremonies : from that moment ſhe 
directed. the whole machine, and was her 
own miniſter; ſhe expedited her orders, 
and particularized her inſtructions to the 
council. It is incredible, ſays M. Chanut, 
the French ambaſſador, how powerful 
„ Chriſtina is in the ſenate! She adds to 
« her quality of ſovereign thoſe of grace, 
% honour, courteſy, and the art of per- 
« ſuaſion; ſo that the ſenators, when they 
« afſemble, are aſtoniſhed at the influence 
\ * ſhe gains over their ſentiments.” No 
ſoyereign ever poſſeſſed ſtronger talents, or "2 
had a higher reliſh for the fatigues of the 
cabinet, at an age commonly dedicated to 
pleaſure and diſſipation ; the cares of go- 
vernment became her chief occupation, and 
ſhe © varied her amuſements, as ſhe ex- 
«« preſſes it, by varying her ſtudies.” 

(1645) - Hoſtilities continued between 
Sweden and Denmark, though, at the ſame 
. 
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tinie, not without ſome negotiations towards 
a peace. Chriſtina preſſed her chancellor 
to terminate this great work, and even 
wrote ſeveral letters herſelf on this ſubject, 
which have been preſerved as monuments 
of her policy and conſummate prudence. 
At length this peace, ſo earneſtly deſired, 
was concluded to the ſatisfaction of Chriſ- 
tina, by the zeal of Oxenſteirn, and the me- 
diation of France and Holland. 

The queen demonſtrated her grateful ac- 
quieſcence in the chancellor's negotiation, 
by beſtowing on him a conſiderable eſtate, 

which ſhe eErefted into an earldom; and, 
in order to ſhed greater ſplendor on the 
title with which ſhe honoured her miniſter, 
compoſed and pronounced herſelf the eulo- 
gium of Oxenſteirn, ſurrounded by the 
principal citizens of the ſtate ! Chriſtina, 

well inſtructed in the language, manners, 
cuſtoms, and hiſtory, of the Greeks and 
Romans, had caught the genius of theſe 
famous nations, and delighted to imitate 
their orations. What a noble ſpectacle for 
the ſenators of Sweden! to ſee, in their aſ- 
ſembly, a young queen of nineteen, the 
daugh- 
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daughter of the great Guſtavus, declaiming * 


with majeſty, and rendering a ſolemn tri- 
bute to the merit of a ſu Ject! 

SGerotius, ſo celebrated for his vaſt erudi- 
tion, and for his Treatiſes on the Rights of 


War and Peace,* had made his eſcape frony 


the priſon where he was confined by the 
Gomariſt faction; and after experiencing 
in France, from cardinal Richelieu, both 
favour and diſgrace, took. refuge in Sweden 
under the protection offered kim by y Guſ- 
tavus Adolphus. He roſe to the. higheſt 
honours. in the reign of Chriſtina, who ſent 
him to the court of France, where he ne- 


gotiated upon a level with the cardinal 


miniſter, who had formerly, as a man of 
letters, made him feel all the effects of his 
- Private contempt, but now was compelled 
to reſpect; in Grotius, the character of am- 


baſſador, and even to pay homage to his 


profound politics and peculiar talents for 
negotiation, The term of his embaſly 
proved to be that of his life, for he died at 


the very inſtant Chriſtina had granted him 


an honourable ret reat, with thoſe rewards 
his merit claimed. The queen wrote to 
the 


| « 
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the widow of Grotius, to aſſure her of her 
generous protection, and to requeſt a copy 
of all her huſband's works ; teſtifying, by 
the higheſt praiſes, the great eſteem ſhe had 
ever expreſſed for his perſon and writings. 

The peace being concluded with Den- 
mark, permitted the Swedes to turn all 
their forces againſt the Imperialiſts. Torſ- 
tenſon crowned his exploits by a new vic- 
tory over them, which opened him a paſ- 

ſage into Auſtria and Moravia ; when, un- 
_ fortunately, this great captain ſaw himſelf 
ſtopt in his glorious career by a diſtemper 
which obliged him to aſk leave to quit the 
. fervice ; and Chriſtina, who never omitted 
an occaſion to honour merit, wrote a letter 
to this illuſtrious general, giving him the 
moſt ſhining teſtimonies of her gratitude = 
and adiriration. Count Torſtenſon was 
_ worthy of his ſovereign's praiſes, from the 
importance and ſucceſs of his ſervices; it 
was impoſlible to poſſeſs in a more eminent 
degree, the art of diſciplining an army, of 
knowing how to command, and how to en- 
force obedience ; he ruled in a camp, like 
the father of a family in his houſe. This 
1 . order 


— 


— 


* \ _— FR 
— 


68 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
order and ſubordination, which he ſo ſtrict- 
ly exacted, is what conſtitutes the-principal 
ſtrength of an army, the proſperity of a 
campaign, and the honour of a general. 
Marſhal Turenne ſtudied - the military 
ſcience under this Swede ; and the French 
hero confeſſed it was to him he was indebted 
for that excellent diſcipline he afterwards. 
introduced, 20 maintained in. his own: 
army. 
(. 646, 1647) Charles Guſtavus rw, 
who had already diſtinguiſhed himſelf, par- 
ticularly in the laſt expedition againſt Den- 
mark, was appointed general of the Swediſh 
armies. Wrangel ſupported. the glory of 
his nation ; he advanced towards the 
Weſer, and in his march took poſſeſſion + 
of ſeveral important places. He concerted 
with Marſhal Turenne the plan of his cam- 
paigns ; and theſe two great captains, act- 
ing in conſtant intelligence, obtained many 
ſignal advantages over the Imperialiſts and 
Bavarians. The emperor, alarmed_ with 
the uninterrupted ſucceſs of the Swedes, 
came in perſon to animate the troops by 
* Aa his army was encamped upon 
an 
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an eminence in the neighbourhood of the 
city of Egra, in ſuch a diſpoſition, that a 
river only ſeparated it from the Swedes. 
Wrangel, at the head of ſome ſquadrons of 
horſe, foread an alarm in the enemy's camp, 
and pierced almoſt to the emperor's tent; 
with a deſign to ſeize his. perſon. The 
life-guard who held the Feed” were killed; 

but che Swediſh detachment being ſoon ſur- 
rounded, the emperor had time to fave him- 
ſelf; and Wrangel, after loſing a great many 
men, retreated with much difficulty, The  Þ} 
Imperialiſts, quickly finding themſelves 1 
ſtraitened in their cam and in want of | 
proviſions; began their m winding their 
courſe on the fide of che Upper Palatinate, 
but were conſtantly harraſſed by the 
Swedes, who purſued them in detached par- 
ties, finding it impoſſible to force them to 
A genetal engagement, notwithſtanding their 
vaſt ſuperiority of numbers, and the advan- 
tage of fighting on their own territories. 
One dap, at the celebration of divine ſer- 
vice, in the chapel belonging to the caſtle of 
Stockholm, Chriſtina being - preſent, attend. {| 
ed by the principal lords of her court, a 
frantic 
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frantic wretch attempted to aſſaſſinate her. 


This man was preceptor to a college, and in 


the vigour of life: he choſe the time when 


the congregation was at confeſſion, and 
darting through the croud, threw himſelf 


over a baluſtrade, beyond which the queen 
was kneeling. Count Brahe Drotſet, the 
grand juſticiary, called aloud to the guards, 


who inſtantly formed a barricade with their 


halberts to oppoſe him; but, ſtriking them 
with violence, he leaped over the barrier, 


and, in an inſtant, was ſo near her majeſty, 


as to aim a blow with a drawn knife con- 
cealed in his ſleeve: ſhe, in avoiding the 


ſtroke, leaned againſt her maſter of the 


horſe, who immediately threw himſelf upon 


the aſſaſſin, and caught him by the hair; all 


this was but the work of a moment. As 
this poor creature was known to be a luna- 


tic, and conſequently to have no accom- - 
plices, he was only ordered into ſtrict con- 


finment: Chriſtina returned to her prayers; 

the preſſing danger ſhe had ſo narrowly 

eſcaped, excited no emotion viſible to the 

eyes of the ſpectators, who appeared much 
more terrified than herlelf. ; 


» 


This 
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This young queen was enamoured with 
All heroic characters; regarding with parti- 
cular attention all thoſe warriors who were 


diſtinguiſhed in the career of honour 


amongſt the moſt poliſhed nations; and, as 
if ſhe "had been eſtabliſhed the ſovereign ' 
judge of glory, made 1t an indiſputable 


duty to diſtribute proportions of it with her 
own hand, according to the merit of the 
candidates. In her early reading, ſhe had 
imbibed a ſingular taſte for chivalry, which 
ſtill warmed her imagination with a paſſion 


for the recital of lofty deeds of valour. The 


great Conde was always her favourite hero, 
or rather her knight, Under the title of 


duke of Enguien, he was already celebrat- 
ed for intrepidity, and the whole train of 
military virtues: Chriſtina ſent him a letter, 
by her ambaſſador, exalting to the higheſt 
degree the great qualities he poſſeſſed, and 
the victories he had gained, particularly 


that near Nortlingen, over che troops of 


Bavaria. 
About this time count Magnus de la 


Gardie was appointed ambaſſador to 
France: this nobleman was ſon to the con- 


ſtable ; 
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72 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
ſtable of Sweden; and by eſpouſing the 
Princeſs Maria, eoufin to Chriſtina by the 
father's ſide, became allied to his ſovercign. 
His grandfather was a Frenchman of mode- 
rate extraction. The count de la Gardie 
„ (fays Madame de Motteville, in her Me- 
« moirs) was a genteel figure, had a lofty 
© mien, and all the appearance of a diſtin- 
00 guiſhed favourite. He talked of his 
« queen in language ſo paſſionately re- 
<« ſpectful, as plainly indicated there was no 
injuſtice in ſuſpecting that the tenderneſs 
of his affection exceeded what the duty 
6.08 2 ſubject requires,” He was em- 
ployed in this embaſſy to France, to pro- 
cure an alliance between that court and 
Sweden; he met with a very honourable re- 
ception, and was highly pleaſing to the mi- 
niſtry. Well- informed what influence this 
lord had over the mind of the queen, tbey 
hoped, by moulding him to their purpoſe, 
to manage this negotiation with ſo much 
_ dexterity, that the pretenſions of Sweden 
ſhould be ſacrificed to the intereſts of 
France in the approaching peace. Car- 
| dinal Mezarin was not deceived in his ex- 
od; 3 


. 
. 
5 
1 | 
— 


of courts, and the infallible methods to in- 
ſure the fucceſs of a treaex. 

Adler Salvius was another perſbas whom 
Chriſtina raifed to an eminent degree of fa- 
vour ; he was deſcended from very indigent 
parents, but had been diftinguiſhed, from 
his youth, for uncommon political talents, 


chancellor to the crown, and the queen ap- 
pointed him her fecond ambaſſador at the 
cCongreſs of Paris, in order to balance the 
= weightof John Oxenſteirn, the grand chan- 
1 cCellor's ſon; oppoſing that powerful fami- 
Ipũ, too imperious in its demands, and ſetting 
N too exorbitant a value on paſt ſervices. 
i: "m queen writes to Salvius, I exhort 
= you to hold that unruly horſe with a tight 

e rein, for fear he ſhould leap over the 

< pole.” Miniſters, whoſe intereſts were 
ſo incompatible, could not poſſibly accord 
in their ſentiments. Salvius, adhering” to 
dhe queen's inſtructions, was vehement for 
1 peace; Oxenſteirn, on the contrary, fore- 
= - * ſeeing 
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pectation; he acted like a refined politician | 
perfectly acquainted with the. ſecret ſprings | 


„ * 
3 <a are 
. _ As. 


and a genius for miniſterial affairs: he was 
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ſeeing that his power and the war muft 


have the ſame concluſion, created a thou- 


ſand difficulties to retard it. Chriſtina was 


jealous of every encroachment on her au- 
thofity, and induſtriouſly ſtudied to humble 
thoſe who had hitherto enjoyed the princi- 
pal direction of affairs, beſtowing her con- 


-—>- fidence on new miniſters formed by herſelf, 


whom ſhe had the ſatisfaction of finding 
docile and ſubmiſſive to her will. The ſe- 
cret inſtructions drawn by this young queen, 


in her letters to Salvius, ate evidences of 


the refinement of her underſtanding, as 


well as of that fortitude and independency 


of character, which unfolded itſelf by de- 
grees through the progreſs of her life. 
The- concluſion of a peace was ſtill far- 


ther retarded, by the diſagreement that ſub- 


ſiſted between the French plenipotentiaries 
the counts d' Avaux and Servien : the firſt 
was ſupported by the queen- mother; the 
ſecond by cardinal Mazarine. The pecu- 
liar- eſteem Chriſtina had for the count 
d' Avaux induced her to addreſs him fre- 
quently, to know his opinion of the ſchemes 

. ſhe 
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the was forming for public utility, and to 


conſult him in points that regarded her pri- 


vate intereſt. e 

The count de Servien, favourite of the 
prime miniſter of France, was to be more 
artfully managed. It is eſſentially ne- 
« ceſſary (ſays this princeſs to Salvius) that 
« ] ſhould maintain a perfect intelligence 
« with Monſieur de Servien; for you are 
to conſider him as the cardinal's creature. 
J am thoroughly acquainted with the 
« manners of the French, and know that 
the greateſt part of their politeneſs con- 
„ fiſts in unmeaning compliments; yet, as 


«nothing is loſt by civility, I think it al- 


<< ways beſt to repay them in their own 
% coin.” From this letter, it is evident how 
attentive this young queen was to every 
duty of royalty, examining the minuteſt 
circumſtances, ſtudying the characters and 


manners of nations, fathoming the depth of 


genius in foreign miniſters, and working 
upon their virtues and defects, to accom- 
pliſh her defigns. Peace was the darling 


object of all her ſpeculations. Born in the 


midſt of the troubles of war, perpetually 
X 51. E agitated 
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agitated by the daily viciflitudes of fortune, 
and the tumult of arms, this princeſs expe- 
rienced the impoſſibility of purſuing the | 
plan of a wiſe adminiſtration, in ſo te- 
peſtuous a ſeaſon: the whole extent, there- 7 
fore, of her actions and deſigns tended to- 2 
wards the reſtoration of peace and tran- "Pp 

yo Europe. 1 

(1648) The ambaſſadors from Sweden, NF 

and from the major part of the Proteſtant 6 
ſtates, held a congreſs at Oſnaburg ; whilſt = 

the plenipotentiaries of the Empire, France, Y 
Spain, and Holland, together with the 

Pope's  nuncio, and the miniſters of moſt 

of the Catholic princes, aſſembled at Mun- 

ter. The contracting parties made choice be 

of different places, to avoid the difficulties 1 

of precedency that would have attended KF 

their mingling together; but it was, at the 2 
fame time, ſtipulated that the treaties con- we 
cluded in both theſe cities ſhould be ratified " 
in the ſame manner as if concluded in one. 
There is no inſtance of a more ſolemn, or | 
important aſſembly. The plenipotentiaries | 

of almoſt all the powers of Europe, on this Li; 
occaſion, diſplayed the moſt conſummate 7 

know- b 1 
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knowledge that refined policy could ſug- 


geſt; but there were ſo many jarring intereſts 


to conciliate, that: their negotiations were 


left unfiniſhed for many years; to which the. 


want of harmony among the principal mi- 

niſters did. not a little contribute. 

During this period the French, under the 
command of marſhal Turenne, joined with 
the Swedes in ſupporting the reputation of 
their arms againſt the Imperialiſts. The 
city of Prague had fallen into the hands of 
the Swedes by. the treachery of a lieutenant- 
colonel whom the emperor had diſgraced. 
The city was laid under contribution, and 


ſeveral perſons of diſtinction were amongſt 


the priſoners. Charles Guſtavus, duke of 


Deux Ponts, of the Palatine branch of Ba- 


varia, was commander in chief of the Swe- 


diſh troops, and gave ſignal proofs 1 in Ger- 
many both of valour and experience. This 


young prince had learned, in company with | 


marſhal Turenne, the art of war under the 
celebrated Torſtenſon : he was nephew to 
the great Guſtavus, and, of courſe, firſt- 
couſin to Chriſtina, Flattered by the hope 
of gaining the heart of the young queen, 


E 3 he 
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he made his appearance at the court of 
Sweden; but finding in her an infurmount- 
able paſſion for independency, as well as an 
invincible averſion to the marriage: ſtate, he 


deſpaired of making any impreſſion on her 


ſenſibility, and therefore returned to the 
army. A conſtant ſeries of ſucceſs, that 


attended the Swediſli arms, rendered Chriſ- 


tina ſole arbitreſs of the peace; and this 


bleſſing, ſo ardently wiſhed for, was at laſt 


granted, and a termination put to the war 


in the month of October 1648. By this 


treaty, there were ceded to the crown of 


Sweden the perpetuity of all the Nearer 


Pomerania, the iſle of Rugen, Stettin, and 


ſome other places in the Farther Pame- 


rania; the harbours of the mouth of the 
Oder, Wiſmar, the archbiſhopric of Bre- 


men, and the biſhopric of Verden, beſides 
the payment of five millions of crowns, to 
indemnify that kingdom for the expences 


of the war. The intereſts of France were 
not forgotten in this treaty, for Chriſtina 
Was attached by inclination to that people, 


and would not conclude any articles that 


were not ſatisfactory to her allies. This 
201 peace, 
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peace, therefore, which had been negotiated 


by the ableſt ſtateſmen of the times, was re- 


garded as the political code of that PR of 
Europe. 


Chriſtina attributed the noeh of this 
great work to her chancellor and favourite 
Salvius: ſhe thought the moſt agreeable re- 
compence ſhe could beſtow, was: to raiſe 
him to the rank of a ſenator, which 1s re- 
carded in Sweden as the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
dignity. When the point in debate (gays 
the queen, in her ſpeech to the ſenate) 1s 


« concerning good advice and wiſe counſel, 


<«<-no one enquires whether the adviſer has 
« ſixteen quarters in his coat of arms, but 


whether he has laboured for the welfare 
of the ſtate. Salvius is deficient in no 


e qualification but nobility of birth, and 


& he may eſteem it an advantage to his 
4 character, that the world can tarniſh it. 


with no other reproach; the capability of 
«© my miniſters is of che utmoſt 1 eee 
to my government.“ B18 

This miniſter took his ſeat among os 
firſt noblemen of Sweden ; the protection 


a or his ſovereign, and. the a he had 


E 4 | done 
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done his own country, and even all Eu- 
rope, were the titles that adorned him. 


By the diligence of prince Charles, gene- 

raliſſimo to the troops, the treaty of peace 
Vas executed immediately after it was con- 
cluded; for he would not diſband his forces, 


till the Swedes had obtained entire ſatis- 


faction in erer article of the agree- 


(1649, 16 0 The 3 ſeeing the 


public tranquility reſtored, thought to aſ- 


certain their happineſs by ſoliciting the 


queen to ſelect from among the princes 
that adored her, one worthy of the title of 
her huſband, and the king of her, people; 


they preſented to her the national wimes in 


favour of prince Charles Guſtavus, for 


whom, of all her admirers, the queen ex- 
preſſed the moſt inclination, or rather the 
leaſt averſion. 


maintained an intimate connection with him, 
iving him teſtimonies of particular eſteem; 


[ which indeed he merited from the accom- 


pliſhments of his mind and heart, the graces 
* "236 5 0 


In reality, when Chriſtina 
was very young, ſhe had, ſportingly, pro- 
miſed to marry this prince, and ever after 
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of his perſon, and the military reputation he 
had acquired. 


To this let it be added, that Guſtavus 
was born and educated in Sweden; two 
points which ſeemed to give him a ſuperior 


right of expectation over thoſe foreign 


princes who ſought the honour of poſſeſſing 
the crown and hand of Chriſtina. But, too 
lofty for ſubjection, this princeſs conſtantly 
diſdained all the homage that ambition and 
love were capable of offering; and ſhe was 
confirmed in her principles of independency 
by her favourite Magnus de la Gardie, who 
more than once diſſuaded her, when ſhe was 


on the point of yielding to the intreaties of 


the ſenate, and, what was more prevalent, 
to the natural dictates of her heart, in fa- 
vour of prince Charles. This favourite 


feared that the queen's marriage would di- 


miniſh his credit: he flattered himſelf that 
in time he ſhould rule the nation under the 
ſanction of her authority; but his ſcheme 
vaniſhed, and diſgrace overtook him when 
he thought only of dominion. 
Chriſtina finding it requiſite to anſwer 
the repeated and preſſing ſolicitations of the 
E 5 ſtates . 


* 2 2 8 


8 
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ſtates by a final deciſion, replied in theſe 
words: The nomination of a prince 
« worthy to ſucceed me in the throne, and 1 
« ſupport with dignity the glory of the go- 1 
„ yernment, will give me the higheſt ſatis - 
faction. Marriage is uncertain: in its 
conſequences; inſiſt upon it no longer; 
t the chance is equal, whether I may curſe 
7 the world with a Nero, or bleſs it with an 
„ Auguſtus.” The reſult of this declara- 
tion was a meeting of the ſenate, and the de- 
puties of the ſtates, in. which they offered 
freſh but ineffectual remonſtrances to the 
queen. Fnding themſelves obliged to ſub- 
mit to her determination, they, in purſu- 
1 ance of her deſire, confirmed the election of 
prince Charles Guſtavus as ſucceſſor to the 
f rthroneof Sweden; who immediately afſum- 
ed the title of royal highneſs, taking an 
| 
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- oath to the quꝭ en, that both himſelf and his 
deſcendants would render her entire obedi- 
ence and ſervice, as their lawful ſovereign: 

that he would never undertake any affair 

of importance relative to the adminiſtration, 
but with the knowledge and approbation 
of the queen and ſenate, and by the powen 
: . i | | and; 
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_ QUEEN or SWEDEN. [1 892 
and. high of her majeſty : that in 
caſe of his acceſſion to the throne, he would 
maintain all the orders of the kingdom, and , 
every particular ſubject, in their rights, pr i. 
vileges, and liberties. 

This election was followed by the queen” 8 
coronation, which was celebrated at Stock- 
holm with an extraordinary magnificence, 
equal to the luſtre of her reign, and the 
glory that Sweden enjoyed. When the 
ccremony in the church was ended, the 
queen aſcended a ſumptuous car drawn by 


four white horſes; whilſt her treaſurer ſcat-- 
| tered before her medals. of. gold and filver ; 


amongſt the populace. Poſſibly: Chriſtina. 


was deſirous to emulate: the Roman tri- 


umphs, and renew. the memory of that 
ſplendid-pomp in the eyes of the beholders, 


which was formerly the reward of heroes 


crowned with victorious laurels. Undoubt- 
edly the arbitreſs of the peace of Europe, 
who impoſed laws on ſo many warlike na- 
tions, merited as well the honour of à 
triumph! On this occaſion chancellor Oxen- 
ſteirn obſerved, that as Chriſtina was the 
- Hſe of the female ſex who had reigned in- 


E 6 Sweden, , 
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Sweden, ſhe. ought to be regarded and 
and ever ſince that 
epocha the reigning queen of Sweden, at 
her coronation, is always proclaimed ing. 


treated like a monarch ; 


(1651, 1652) France was now agitated 


horrors of a civil war. Cardinal Mazarine, 


who preſided at the helm of government, 
ruled with a violence of authority that oc- 
caſioned a revolt amongſt all orders of the 
ſtate, the parliament, and the princes of the 


blood. This prime miniſter was powerful 


bold enough to impriſon the prince of 
Conde, the prince of Conti, and the duke 
of Longueville. Theſe events were inte- 


reſting to Chriſtina: ſhe wrote tothe king 


el France, w perſuade him to endeavour 
the re- eſtabliſnment of tranquility in his 


dominions; and when her hero, the great 
Conde, recoyered his liberty, ſhe did not for- 
get to congratulate him upon it: theſe are 


ſome of her expreſſions. © Couſin, I may 
venture to affirm, that amidſt the public 
joy, and amongſt that variety of perſons 
« in France attached to your intereſt, few 


4 


by domeſtic e e all the 


- « have experienced greater ſatisfaction than 


my- 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 85 
* myſelf at the reſtoration of your liberty. 
« Tam fo much intereſted in whatever con- 
« cerns the advantage and repoſe. of your 
44 country, that I could not conceal my: 
« joy when I heard the priſon doors were 
« unbarred, and the chains unfhackled from 

ce thoſe hands that had fought and con- 

<« quered in ſo many fields; an event which 
« will immortalize the elorious and ſucceſs- 
« ful regency of the queen my ſiſter.” 

The misfortunes of France continued,, 
and Chriſtina perſevered in employing her 
mediation to terminate them : her zeal for 
the intereſt of a nation ſhe ſincerely loved 
would not allow her to neglect any method. 
inſtrumental to reſtoring its quiet; ſhe ad- 
dreſſed the queen-mother, the princes of 
the blood, cardinal de Retz, the duke of 
Longueville, the parliament, and Made- 
moiſelle de Montpenſier, on this ſubject 3 
and even commanded her ambaſſador in 
France to treat, in her name, with the op- 
poſite parties, and endeavour to reconcile 
their diſſenſions. But it was only in gene- 
ral terms that the queen could repreſent the / 
evils of diſcord, and exhort them to peace; 

SITS it 


a HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 


it was impoſſible for her to diſcern the con- 


_  cealed averſions, the ſecret ſprings of envy 
and ambition, and all- thoſe particular in- 
cereſts that were eſſential cauſes of the pub- 
lc calamities, and which were: never to be. 
annihilated but by tracing them to their. 


ſource. In. the courſe of theſe tranſactions 


Chriſtina made a preſent, to the. queen of 
France, of a fine ſhip of war, called. the. 
Anne; and of another named the Julius, to. 
cardinal Mazarine. The court of France 


ſaw with uneaſineſs a foreign princeſs offer. 


her aſſiſtance: in their domeſtic quarrels; 
and the ſolicitude ſhe expreſſed only the: 


more encreaſed the rancour of their hearts. 


Cardinal Mazarine - perceiving they were. 
diſpoſed to ſacrifice him, and proud of the. 
ſuperiority he maintained over the mind of, 
the queen- mother, appeared, more than ever 


averſe to an accommodation. Chriſtina, at 


laſt, declined any farther interpoſition, leav- 
ing it to time to find a remedy for the mis- 
fortunes of a nation with which ſhe was in 


alliance, and which ſhe lamented, without 


being able to ſuccour. 


2 
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But diſſenſions, which at this time broke- 
out unexpectedly among the different ranks ; 

of men in their own country, required the 
-utmoſt circumſpection in the queen. The - 
nobility complained openly-of Chriſtina's. 
prodigality to her: favourites. They had 
always regarded the principal employments , 
in the ſtate, and thofe advantages annexed. 
1 to- them, as a kind of patrimony; of which 
they could not he deprived without injuſtice, 
| The clergy were not leſs diſcontented at the 
inconſiderable ſhare allowed them in the 
government. The populace loudly exclaim- 
ed againſt the pride and diſſipation of the 
court, and impatiently endured the burthen . 
of taxes for the emolument of particular 
133 perſons The queen had the addreſs to 
1 avail herſelf. of: theſe diviſions for the aug- 
mentation of her own authority. She na- 
turalized, ennobled, and enriched, a great 
number of foreign families, chiefly Ger- 
mans, who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the late war by the ſervices they had done the 
Swedes. By theſe means the. finances, and 
other reſources of the ſtate, became exhauſt=  ' 
ed. _ great ou of its domains were alice, 
7 nated, 


- 
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| nated, whilſt the profuſion of the court en- 
creaſed. Chriſtina was unbounded in her 
benefactions, and was reſolved to purchaſe 
friends and partizans at the expence of the 
ſtate, having already formed her project of 
reſigning the weight of government entire- 
ly into the hands of the hereditary prince. 
Chanut, the French ambaſſador, was the 
firſt perſon who. penetrated the queen's de- 
fign of abdicating the throne. 

He repreſented to her majeſty the incon- 
veniencies attending ſuch a ſtep, with great 
freedom and ſtrength of argument ; omit- 

ting no inducement that might perſuade her 
to abandon a proceeding ſo extraordinary: 

but ſhe remained ſteady in her feſolution, 
and ſoon afterwards imparted it to the 
grand marſhal, and to the chancellor of 
Sweden; enjoining them to communicate 
her intention to prince Charles, and engage 
him to come and take poſſeſſion of the go- | 

vernment. 

Charles Guſtavus was remarkable for the 
moderation of his character: all his wiſhes 


' for the crown were concealed under the veil 


| of * he lived retired at a country 
houſe 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 89 
houſe in the Iſle of Oeland, where he paſſed 
his time in hunting. He ſometimes came 
to Stockholm, but never reſided there long; 

and was particularly careful to have no 
connection with thoſe in the adminiſtration: 
at the ſame time he neglected no circum- 
ſtance capable of attracting the affection 
5 and eſteem of the people. —When he was 
A informed of the queen's determination, he 
ſhewed no eager deſire to aſcend the throne 
ſhe offered him; but, remaining in his re- 
reat, wrote to the ſenate to make uſe of 
every effort to prevail with their ſovereign 
not to relinquiſh the government of a king- 
dom which, during her reign, had conti- 
nued fo flouriſhing and glorious; he alſo 
proteſted to Chriftina, that he ſhould ever 
retain for her the moſt profound ſubmiſſion, 
entire obedience, and inviolable fidelity of 
a ſubject, without defiring the poſſeſſion of 
any other rank. 

This reſiſtar ce, whether ſincere, or mere- 
ly political, ſerved ſtill more to ſtimulate 
that deſire the queen had entertained for a 
private life. She convoked the ſenate, and 
2 it, “ That after having deliberate- 


ce ly 


9 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
ly reflected upon an affair of ſo great im- 


——  - 


election of a King.“ 
The principal. ſenators made; uſe: of all: 
their eloquence to prevail with, the queen 


<< portance, ſhe was convinced her abdica- 


tion would be the beſt means of ſecuring} 


<« the ſafety of the ſtate, and the repoſe of 
t her people; that as the reſolution ſhe had: 


<« taken, never to marry, was irrevocable. - 


«* the prince, when once he was declared 


king, would find himſelf under a neceſſity 


to. chuſe a princeſs ; and that the birth of: 
“ heirs to the crown would diſſipate in the 


nation the apprehenſion! of misfortunes. 


<* that but too e accompany te: 


= 


to alter her reſolution; but finding her con- 


ſtantly unſhaken in her ſentiments, they re- 
ferred the point in deliberation to the aſ- 


ſembly. of the ſtates. However, Chriſtina,” 
after receiving. new remonſtrances from the: 


- nobles, and the deputies of each diſtinct or- 


der, appeared to yield to the united wiſhes 
and prayers of her people. She promiſed 


to continue their ſovereign, on condition 


that they declined ſpeaking to her of mar- 
age. This propoſition was received with 


a | ſhouts, 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 9 
thouts of app lauſe, and prince Charles was 
not deficient in teſtifying to the queen his 
unfeigned ſatisfaction; adding, It was his 


prayer to the Al mighty, that her majeſty 


« might ſurvive him; and aſſuring her he 
i never would accept of the crown whilſt 


« ſhe lived.“ 


Chriſtina, nevertheleſs, 1880 perſiſted 


in her Original purpoſe, as ſhe told the 


French ambaſſador in confidence, and meant 
in reality nothing more than to defer the 
execution of it. The people, believing 
there was no more cauſe to fear the retreat 
of a ſovereign whom they loved and efteem- 
ed, gave themſelves up without reſtraint to _ 
the pleaſure of thoſe feaſts which were ce- 
tebrated in honour of the queen's birth- 
day. All the young nobility came to ſig- 


nalize their ſkill and addrefs before the eyes 


of their ſovereign, in tournaments, running 
at the ring, pitching the bar, and other 
fports. The queen preſided, and diſtribut- 
ed with her own hand prizes to the vi&ors; 
ſhe was delighted with the revival of theſe 
martial games, attended with all that mag- 


nificence deſcribed in the ancient poems 


and. 
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and romances : in the evening they per- 


formed figure-dances, and Chriſtina herſelf 
bore a part in theſe amuſements. 


The public joy was en ted by an 
alarming accident. Chriſtina, at four o'clock 


one morning, went to ſee the fleet lately 


built by her direction in the port of Stock- 
holm; 3 walking unguardedly with 


admiral Fleming over a plank laid acroſs 


ſome of the ſhips, his foot ſlipt, and he 


drew the queen along with him into the. 


water, which, at that place, was above 
thirty fathoms deep. By good fortune, An- 


_ © thony Steinberg, equerry, to the queen, 
plunged into the ſea ſo inſtantaneouſly, that 


he caught hold of the bottom of her robe, 


and, with, the aſſiſtance of ſeveral other per:.. 
fons, raiſed her by the arm, and ſaved her 


life. Chriſtina had recollection enough at 


that moment, to deſire they would aſſiſt the 


admiral : ſhe expreſſed not the leaſt emo- 
tion, and dined in public the ſame day, re- 


- lating this adventure with an air of ſatisfac- 


tion. Intrepidity of ſoul was the characteriſtic 
of the daughter of Guſtavus; thete was 
Gmething martial in her manners as well 
| | as 
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as her perſon. She had a maſculine ſtrength 


of genius, and delighted in the moſt abſtruſe 
and intricate ſtudies. 


The - illuſtrious Blaiſe Paſcal was am- 


bitious of this queen's approbation, 
He: ſent her his machine called the 


Roulette, which may be conſidered as a 
maſter-piece of genius. His preſent was 
accompanied with a letter, in which he ex- 
tols to an uncommon degree the merit and 
reputation of this princeſs: nothing but his 


own words can convey an adequate idea of 


the ſtrength of his expreſſions on this occa- 
fon. < You reign (faid he), incomparable 
< princeſs, in a manner till now unexam- 
* pled; your genius captivates all thoſe 


<« who have not ſubmitted to your arms. 


56 You may reign by the right of birth, 
„for a long ſeries of years, over many 
66 flouriſhing provinces 3 but by the power 
« of merit you will reign, whilſt the world 
« endures, over the utmoſt extent of its 


boundaries. For my part, not having the 


< bleſſing to be Born under the firſt of your 


* empires, I deſire all mankind ſhould 
«-know, that I eſteem it my glory to live 


2 under the ſecond: And it is in order to 


3 make 
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* make this public teſtimony, that I pre- 
E ſume to lift up my eyes towards my ſo- 
& yereign, offering her this firſt proof of my 
<< allegiance.” In this manner Chriſtina 
kept a correſpondence with the moſt cele- 
rated geniuſes in Europe; frequently antici- 
Pating their intention to addreſs her, by pre- 
ſents and letters. For favours like theſe 
dhe muſes were not ungrateful: Never was 
a ſovereign ſo celebrated as ſhe was, in al- 
moſt every ancient and modern language. 
The men of letters, who are generally ex- 
ceſſive in their homage and their commenda- 
tions, exhauſted the ſources of metaphor 
and hyperbole to find incenſe for their ſa- 
crifices. Many of the moſt eminent fo- 
reigners were induced by the invitations 
and bounty of Chriſtina to repair to her 
court, where they were held in as great 
conſideration as philoſophers formerly were 
in the palace of the emperor Julian. This 
princeſs dedicated only five or ſix hours to 
Neep. She employed part of the day; and 
often entire nights, in abſtruſe and deep 
reading, and in converſation with the men 
of learning that ſurrounded her. Every 
chat bore the ſcientific ſtamp of an- 


'tiqui'y 
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tiquity excited her wiſhes : ſhe commiſſion- 
ed ſeveral ſcholars to purchaſe ancient ma- 
nuſcripts, ſcarce and valuable books, in 
every language; curious collections of me- 
dals, antiques, and pictures of ineſtimable + 
value. The ſums expended in theſe articles 
were immenſe, introducing great diſorder : 
in her finances for the gratification of this C 
Bibliomania. By force of money, and inde- 
fatigable induſtry, ſhe acquired in a ſhort 
time the moſt rare and uncommon curioſi- 


ties that could be collected 1 in all arts and 
ſciences. 


Bochart, in a Latin epigram compoſed in 
honour of Chriſtina, draws a compariſon 
between her and the queen of Sheba : he 

finiſhes it thus: * The deſire of inſtruction 
<« inſtigated the ancient queen to leave her 

„ country to liſten to Solomon; but now 
* the ſtory is reverſed, for the wiſeſt men, 
4 from all parts of the globe, come to en- 
< rich themſelves with the inexhauſtible 

Knowledge of the modern queen,” * 


Ila docenda ſuis Salomonem inviſit ab oris 3 h 
Undique ad hanc docti, qud doceantur, eunt. 


. | | 'Def- 


* 
1 
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| | Deſcartes, who was the glory and light of 
the age he lived in, ſuffered himſelf to be 


ſeduced by the charms of honours and re- 


wards, to quit the calm life of a philoſopher 


in exchange for the buſtling perturbation 


of a courtier. Chriftina met him conſtant- 
iy in her library every morning at five 
o'clock, in order to converſe with him free 
from interruption. She remarked in him 
a depth and extent of genius, and therefore 
conſulted him as well upon affairs which 
Intereſted herſelf, as upon thoſe of a public 
and political nature ; ſhe diſcovered, how- 
ever, but a {mall inclination for philoſophy, 
her mind being already pre-occupied by the 
Rudy of the languages and authors of an- 
tiquitey: her predominant paſſion was for 
ſcholaſtic erudition. The Greek writers 
were her greateſt favourites; and ſhe was 
ſo fond of their language; that ſhe uſed to 
have Greek comedies acted in her palace. 
The arrival of Defcartes cauſed great jea- 
louſies among the ſcholars at the court; in- 
ſomuch that they formed a cabal againſt 
that great man, endeavouring to prejudice 
him! in the queen s opinion; and their ma- 
, chinations 
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ee ſucceeded but too well in di- 
miniſhing the eſteem, and confidence with 
which ſhe had favoured him. It is a humi- 
lating. obſervation on human nature, that 
the more reaſon is ſuperior, and the more it 
is enlightened. by learning, it ſeems to be- 
come only an eaſier prey toi all thoſe trifling 
imbecilities which agitate vulgar minds. 
Deſcartes was too much a philoſopher to 
_ exerciſe his genius in caballing, but not 
ſufficiently ſo to be inſenſible to the at- 
tempts of malicious enyy, and, as he con- 
feſſes in one of his letters, to the cold re- 
ception the queen gave his new. ſyſtem and 


his philoſophical precepts; | He Was ſeized © 
with a violent fever and inflammation in 


the lungs, which hurried him to the grave 
in three days. This Philoſopher had been 
ſcarcely two months in Sweden. It Was 
ſuſpected he was poiſoned; but the true 
poiſon that occaſioned his death was the 
change of climate, and of his. method of 
living, added to his principal diſeaſe, diſ- 


content of mind. A report prevailed, that 
_ this philoſopher was ſo indiſcreet as tg aſſert 


chat his firſt pupil, the princeſs Palatine, 
| F a 
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had greater ſagacity and penetration ab- 5 


ſtrat ſeiences and wiyſteries Of Phi | 


than Chriſtina. The queen was! lodenfibly x 


offended by this preference, that ſhe was in- 
capable "of diſſembling her dißqatisfaction 
and jealouſy, which became afreſh ſubject 


academy of ſciences in Sweden, under the 
inſpection and government of Leſcartes; 
but Kis death rendered che ſcheme abortive 
for the preſent. However, the diſcoveries 
| be head made gaveriſe” to a new ſchool of 

Shy in Sweden, and in other polite 


Eminent man ſeemed to preſide, and by de- 


of the ancient ſcholaſtic opinions. 1 
85 Per wmaile, the famous Nie wWas 
in the Higheſt eſtimation with Chriſtina; 


he gave — an apartment in the palace, 


that ſhe might ſee and diſcourſe with him 
of literature more commodi- 


* * 


on 


ane e entering uneapeAcdly, he Se | 


ed, 


- & trouble to Deſcartes. | Chriſtina had 
formed a plan for the eſtabliſnment of an 


arts of the world, where the genius of this 


to abelifi" the errors and Achtes 


8 confined him to 
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, wich precipitation, a book he was read 
ing, which out of reſpect to her majeſty, 
: be was unwilling. ſhe ſhould ſee. Chriſtina 
inſiſted on knowing what it, Was; Saumaiſe 
confeſſed that he was reading ſame tales 
rather too light for her approsation! The 
queen opened the bock, and run it oVeẽr, 
ſmiling at ſome-free paſſages ſne met with; 
and after, by way of diverting herſelf, ſaid 
to her favourite, the counteſs of Sparre, 
who underftood French, Come, Sparre, 
come and ſee this! curious book of devo- 
c tion, entitled, The Method to attain 
here, read me this page. The fair coun- 
teſs had not read above three lines, 
when ſhocked at the licentiouſneſs of the 
tile, ſhe bluſhed, and was ſilent; but the 
queen, laughing immoderately, com- 
manded her to go on; modeſty was an 
inſufficient excuſe; it was an indiſpenſ- 
able duty in this lady to read every —_ 
her ſovereign thought entertaining. 
Saumaiſe ſtayed: 1 in Sweden a year, a a 
chats returned to)Leyden!- Phe queen load- | 
d him with preſents, and continued a lite- 
= lad W with” him, and, after 
ES F „„ his 
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his death ſtill honoured him, by affording 
an afylum to his widow and children. Sau- 
maiſe employed his intereſt with the queen 
in recommending to her favour the ſon of 
a French barber, whote name was Michou, 
though he afterwards adopted that of Doc- 
tor Bourdelot. This man had a diverting 
lively wit, ſung. and played on the guitar 
agrecably, and poſſeſſed ſome of the talents 
a courtier, particularly the art of puſhing 
his: fortune with the great, by rendering 
bhinmſelf neceſſary to their pleaſures 3. but be- 
ing neither a ſcholar, nor a man of ſcience, 
he artfully made it his buſineſs to inſinuate 
to Chriſtina, that ſo indefatigable an appli- 
cation to ſtudy, might endanger her health, 
and bring on ſome dangerous diſtemper : 
beſides, her exalted rank, as well as her ſex, 
demanded other pleaſures and employ- 
ments; that it was ſufficient to adorn her 
mind with general knowledge, which the 
might acquire by ſkimming lightly over 

the ſurface of ſcience; and that it only ap- 
pertained to profeſſors of the different 

branches of literature to dive into the bot- 
tom of things, and examine all their conſti- 
. tuent 
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tuent parts: he went farther ſtill; for, byex- 
poſing the men of learning about the court 

to the moſt poignant raillery, he turned eru- 

di tion itſelf into ridicule. Meibomius had 
compoſed a treatiſe upon the muſic of the 
ancients ; and Naudè had written upon the 

Greek and Roman dances ; compoſitions 

which had been much admired by Chriſ- 

tina, till, by the perſuaſion of Bourdel ot, ſnie 
obliged theſe famous elucidators of anti- 
quity, in order more effectually to enforce 
their opinions, to realiſe them by uniting 
practice to theory. Nothing could be more 
inſipid, or extravagant, than to hear Mei- 
bomius, with a weak trembling voice, ſing- 
ing Greek ſtrophes; or to ſee Naude's 

clumſy, unwieldy ſtep in the execution of a 

Roman dance! The gay part of the audi- 

ence” were much diverted with ' beholding 

the embarraſſment of cheſe celebrated 
writers, though it was a eruel and ungene - 
rous diverſion which diſhonoured the par- 
takers: but this was not the only inſult 

Bourdelot was guilty of in Sweden. His 

ſarcaſtic raillery ſpared neither dignity, no- 

: a nor even W nag The queen- 


* 
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mother complained to ber daughter of the 
inſolence of chis unworthy favourite, but 
recei d from her nothing but ſevere and 
"aiding replies. Chriſtina ſuffered herſelf 
to be entirely guided by the advice of this 
_ egreeable ignoramus, as ſhe uſed to call him: 
| the: was immerſed in diflipation, and com- 
e mended this new ſcheme of life. Bourdelot 
had the addreſs. to remove from the court, 
| Ixaude, Voſſius, Bochart, Heinſius, Cour- 
un, and all thoſe competitors- whoſe influ- 
eneę he feared. He had gained ſuch an- 
entire aſcendancy over the mind of Chriſti- 
da from an idea that to him ſhe was indebt- 
ps bor her health and happineſs; that he be. 
came de dilpenſer of all court: fayours, and 
e ained to ſuch an height in thequeen's. 
siche co xival count Magnus de la Gar- 
dle, and occaſion his difgrace. The nobles, 
enraged at the overbearing inſolence of this 
foreigner, contrived to render his conduct 
ſuſpected at the court of France, He was 
Accuſed - of - betraying. the interelt of his 
_ ebuntry; and of entering into a cloſe con- 
nection with the miniſters of Spain and Den- 
Mark. Chriſtina received inceſſant remon- 
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ſtrances againſt her favourite. ; he was: load- 
ed with. the public hatred, and its murmurs 
extended even to the perſon of royalty. She 


at laſt determined to remove from Sweden 


this ſource of diſcord, and Bourdelot was 


ſent into France; bat. the queen (till. hos 


noured him with freſh proofs of her.confi- - 
dence, by the ſecret affairs entruſted, to hi; 
diſcretion and management: he carried 
away large ſums of money, and preſents to 
a conſiderable value; circumſtances that 
farther ſpoke the exiſtence of his credit and 


favour: but no ſooner Was Bourdelot ab- 


: Ehriſtina, 


ſent; than he was forgotten. 


who: always acknowledged his. underſtand- 


ing to be falſe and ſuperficial, bluſhed at 


the thought of having faſfered ſuch a man 


SHS 


my ſeduce her judgment; ſhe abſolutely 


recl him at, laſt,” and never, mentioned his 


name wichgut contempt. Bourdelot ob- 


tained an abbey from cardinal Mazarin, and 
fell, after his diſgrace, into a terrible melan- 
holy; languiſhing out his gloomy days in 
miſery, . Tteadventures of theſe men of in; 


HP have generally. an unhappy Catal 
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"Chriſtina returned to her ſtudies with re. 


ledardour,becaule ſhe had interrupted. 
them in oppoſition to her natural taſte. Her 


example raiſed a ſpirit of emulation in the 


Kingdom; through her encouragement the 
ſciences and fine arts flouriſhed, and to her 
Sweden owes its glory and taſte for rational 
pleaſures. This nation, once famed for 


martial excellence alone, acquired a feputa- 
Ton in letters. The queen gave conſider- 


able benefactions to the univerſity of Upfal, 
and founded that of Abo; ſnie Label! 
ſeven colleges for the ſtudy of literature, 
and inſtituted an academy of belles lertres 
at Stockholm. The deſire of poliſhing, 
the manners, and of conveying inſtruction 
5 her x * ndou tedly one of the 
iſtina to aſſemble 


at her court the moſt famous ſcholars in 


Europe. It muſt alſo be allowed that ſhe 
was extremely ſenſible of the ſatisfaction, 
and ſtill more ſo of the perſonal Honour, 


that the arts and ſciences procure thoſe who 


cultivate and protect them. The ambition 
of the queen was to acquire univerfal fame | 
in the 9 world; 0 report . that 
41. 13; 14 i 22 5. the 
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and loved the ſciences. Chriſtina's peculiar 


ters, particularly the French wits, her co- 


into Poland, on her marriage with UIla- 
diſlaus the VIIth, under the character . 
c ambaſſadreſvextraordinary.. N 


ho had enjoyed all the conſideration and 
| fayours of fortune, now perceived he had 


fovereign and benefactreſs.  Availing him» 
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ſhe underſtood eleven languages; could 
converſe in ſeveral with Avency and write 
elegantly in every polite iĩnodern tongue: 
Greek and Latin were more familiar to her 
than to any ſcholar of the age. She held 
a correſpondence with Baſilides king of 
Abyſſinia, having been informed that this 
Ethiopian monarch profeſſed chriſtianity, 


pleaſure was the converſation of men of let-. 
temporaries: ſhe alſo courted the acquaint- 
ance of women of celebrated genius; was 
the friend of the counteſs de Bregi, and of 


che marchioneſs de Guebriant. This lady 
accompanied princeſs. Maria de Gonzagues 


The famous count Magnus 40 la Gehe 


irrecoverably loſt the eſteem of Chriſtina his 


ſelf too much of his credit with her majeſty, | 5 
he was guilty of indiſcretions in diſcourſe. 
tg e 5 that 


* 
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that ſhe never would pardon, notwithſtand=. 
ing he was her relation, bein brother in- 
law to prince Charles Guſtavus. In order 
to juſtify his own conduct, the count en- 
deavoured to involve ſome other perſons in 
the court ; but the queen enjoyed his con- 
fuſion, commanding, the lie to be given him: 
in public, by thoſe perſons he had accuſed 
in private. The fame hand that elevated 
him to the ſummit of earthly grandeur, pre- 
Apitated him into the loweſt ſtate of abafe- 
ment. There is almoſt always: an abyſs at 
the: feer — anne few of her fa. 
kar er Se fall of this * 
rite," Scudery, & French writer,“ requeſted 
At Peereifion to. dedicate to Chriſtina his poem. 
called Alaric. The queen promiſed the 
poet her protection und favour, on condi- 
Saban he craſed from his work the elogy- 
of the chunt de la Gardie. Seudery replied, 
% He never would deſtroy the altar o q 
Anden he-had facrificed;” and from that 
| momkat dropped all ſolieitation. The only 1H 
reward beſtowed” on fo noble a proceeding = | 
was adus rarſon. Ae Ha been worthy; of 5 
9 8 Chriſtina f | 


' 


1 


but being a mag © 


Nes SWEDEN mon 


Cbriſtina to have recamperiſed; th. more ger 
neroviſly,cas. the ſole: JI 
ſh/ meof ſuch a requeſt. n 


ns Of. eee 


jej weki, vige- ee of Poland, 


and, count. Lifeld. ce gf dhe principal Pa- 
niſh nohlgs, pefe bath fallen, int diſgrace 
| ow we a ea . g gon 


E10 


pute 1 5 of. bis if 


| fortuges to a —_— his wife had in pired in 
the king but the ambition of this Pole. 
and che 1 inte ene he maintained 


= = Ox 


the ſacs 1 55 the real cauſes of 1 ſoxe⸗ 2 


rei n's oy 890 0 a ainſt Ri. After- oy * N 
ae Po 8 Charles 'Guttdyus, be 


$94 1495 


watds, Ing i the reig 


"teas Ec ee his countrymen, 9 
A turbulent diſpeſition, | 
and. bad heart, he > as as Convicted” of trea- 


fon 1 to His ; benefac or : the kidg ordered Rim 


te. be To aded wit ketlets, Aud kept 1 him in 
priſon, "te remainder 10 Mis reig n.. After 
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from chat court into Turkey, in guality of 
ambaſſador, where he died. Count Ulfeld 
was ſtill more guilty, and more unhappy. 
Sweden was now become one of the moſt 
formidable powers in Europe; every nation 
eagetly defired toftiretigt! En itſelf with her 
alliance. When Polahd, very imprudently, 
attempted” to renew its former pretenſions: 
on the crown of Sweden, fo often conteſted, 
ſo often abandoned, Chriſtina made this 
| anſwer to the Polin ambaffadors 
Since the moſt olemin' treaties and de! 
eres ate decmettinſufficiedt titles, prince 
. & Charles ſhall prove, immediately, by the 
4 reſtimon of thirty thouſand men utider- 
os A 7b . that he has an incojiteſts. 
| able. "right t tO t he crown. Tenſe to fix upon. 
4 his brow!” Theſe words were realized by 
1 rapid conqueſts this prince! made deer 
| the Poles. i in the firſt ' years, of his ! reign : dif- 
ferences were at length accommodated b y 
| treaty of Peace, ligned at Oliva, 1000. f 
Abour this time arrived ambaſſadors from | 
England, France, Holland, and. Denmark; 
a9. negotiate their diſtinct intereſts at "this 
_ Englahd had lately * ; 


* 
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mankind the horrible ſpectacle of a king de. 
throned, proſcribed, condemned to death; 
and executed upon a ſcaffold by his o.] n 
ſubjects} Cromwell, the Machiavilian con-. 
river of ſo deteſtable a revolution, in - af 


ſuming the title of Protettor of his nation, 


became its! Oppreſſor; overturned the fun- 
damental laws of the kingdom, ſunk the 


Parliament into. contempt; and, with the 
rod of deſpotiſm, | governed a people who 


| boaſted! of their liberty, at the inſtant they 
were trembling under the hand of a tyrant 
Cromwell, omnipotent in England, ſent 
ambaſſadors. to all the European courts, and 
had tho ſatisfaction to ſee ſovereigns treat 


with him on terms of equality; acknow- 


ledgiog the legality of that title and autho- 


— 


rity ſo inhumanly uſurped. Chriſtina was 


one of the firſt who formed an alliance with 


the Protector, conſulting in this ſtep the ad- 
Vvantägeofher nation: Charles Il. king of Eng⸗ 
land, who had taken refuge in R im- 
plored- her - afſiſtance. She "wrote ta bn 
Mus: Mon ee por T 

The Becetetbry of 2 een e 
Tour W irremediable; and. I 
2, think. 
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2 — Youwill 
undoubtedly; have che g 24 5 
£6, mit your friends: to take care of their wn 
* intereſts, hen they; ate convinced how 

A impoſſibledit is to be of ſextite do yours. 
And this {qucen's-example, WAS) imitated. by- 
On principab: Poeers of Eurqpe. esttetas 

Count Montẽcuculi, ambaſfador from the- 

ven Pimentelli, - the-Spaniſh mi- 

' viſter,: were then in high reputation at che 
court of Sweden: the latter perſuaded the 
queen to interpoſe in the electoral! intrigues 
for the nomination: of the ſon of the Emperor 
Ferdinand III. tothe dignity of king of the 
„Nomans. Montécuculi was honoured by 
Chriſtina with the order of Amarant bus, anſti- 
tuted by her majrſty at the concluſion, of a 
ſplendid entertainment, where: the eourt re- 

Preſented an aſſembly of the gods on mount 

Oympus, Chriſtina bearing the name of. 

Amarantha, or immortal. She was magni- 

ficently ſeated an her throne, hen dhe 

knights and ladies deſtined to receive;the - 
order; made their entrance; after takiag 
* ä on See . — 


ON. 
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were prend with a robe of ſilk, and the 
badge of the order, adorned: with gold and 
jewels. This badge was a cypher, de- 
ſcribing two A's; interwoven in gold em- 
broidery, in the midſt of a Jaucel crowns. 
encircled” with a ribband, and this motto, 
Dolce nella memoria; the whole, ornamented. 
with diamonds. The knights wore. allo. 
about their necks: the. ſymbol ; of. the order, | 
enriched. with diamonds; . and faſtened: to a 
crimſon-ribband. One of the principal en- 
gagements entered into by theſe Knights 
was, that thoſe who were batchelors took 
an oath never to marry, and thoſe, who Were. 
already married, are never.” to MATTY; 
Wen. 

(1654): Chriſtina, 3 the firſt moment? 
he reſolved. to refign her crown, ſupported. 
the weight of government with impatience. . 
She languiſed for private life, as a ſtate of 


freedom which alone could render her hap. : 


py... State affairs fatigued her by their uni- 
formity. She exclaimed, on ſeeing her mi. 
niſters approach, % Ah! muſt 1 always be - 
tormented with hearing the ſame thing?“ 


Angthen time, perceiving two of her ſecre· 


1 WH taries 


. x . 
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taties bringing ſome diſpatches for her to 
_ fign, the ſaid to the hereditary prince, with 


whom ſhe was talking, When will you 
* diſentangle me from theſe people? I 
« dread the ſight of them, as I do that of 


« the Devil” A mind like her's, accuf- 


to wander over the fields of ſcien ce, 


and range amongſt the flowers of literature, 


could not occupy itſelf with the cares of the 


adminiſtration, without diſcovering evident 


rinnen and laſtu de 
She was more affected by the embar- 


5 raſing- anxieties inſeparable from royalty, 
| than ſenfible- to the honours which accom- 


pany it. Her native ſoil to her appeared 
too comfortleſs an abode, and too rigorous: 
a climate erer to become an aſylum for the 


polite arts. She wiſhed to live to herſelf, 
and not to the world, in a more delightful 


_country, far from the hurry of buſineſs ant 
the viciſſitudes of fortune. This natural 


_ - diſguſt was connected with ſome reaſons of 


polity, and even of- neceſſity. The glory of 
Ehriſtina's reign was in the zenith; it could 


receive no farther augmentation; on 


the contrary, all circumſtances-threatened 
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an approaching decline. The exhauſted 
revenues of the crown; the nation eagerly 
defirous of a king; the queen's unalterable 


_ reſolution neither to marry nor divide her 


authority, the different orders of the ſtate 
making continual / efforts to aggrandige 
themſelves at the expence of the ſovereign 
power; thoſe. nations that were either the 


an opportunity to appear again in arms; 
all confirmed Chriſtina in her inflexible de- 
termination. Beſides, her opinion was, that 
women ought not to reign. I am fo tho- 
< roughly convinced of it (ſays ſhe, in the 
% memdirs of her life) that if I Was to 
« mary, I would cut off the right of ſuc- 
ceſſion from my daughters; for certainly 
Lit is incumbent on me to prefer the 1 inte- 
«reſt of my people to that of my children; 
« and it would be betraying the former, to 
«ſuffer the ſceptre to pafs into the hand of 
«A woman. My fentiments ought. to en- 
force conviction, becauſe I ſpeak in op- 
* poſition to my particular advantage. But 
N profeſs a ſtrict adherence to truck, even 
gt my own expence. For a woman to 

att * acquit 


E 


rivals, or enemies of Sweden, longing for 


— 


% 
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15 — abi herſelf with dignity | in the duties 
cc of a throne, whether ſhe governs in her 
« own right, or as regent, is almoſt an im- 
* poſſibility. The ignorance of women, their 
imbecility of ſoul, body, and underſtand- 
ing, render them incapable of government. 
700, My OWN experience bas ſeverely taught 
. me that the imperfection of ſex is the 
Dy * greateſt of all imperfections!“ Yet, her 
own example, and the ſo much celebrated 
adminiſtrations of Elizabeth, of England, 
and Catherine of Ruſſia, added to two very 

Muftrious rcigns in the preſent. age, thoſe 
of. Elizabeth Petrowna, and the Empreſs- 


Rn YE 4 


He f. Hungary, ſeem to plead ew 


TSS iv 


e inf: . of theſe EPA. 


. Ms "this 1 9 — of. {IL Polleve- 
Tance, endeavoured once more. to diflyade 
her from 7% The. queen vouchſafed to un- 


fold z0him, thole WOLVES, which fortified her. 
reſo. 
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zeſslurion. The following g letter may be con- 
ſidered as a ananifeldo,: in which ſhe ex- 
pands her ſoul, and gives a full juſtification. 
of her conduct. It would be injuring” fo 
curious and important an original to abridge: 
it. in this place: 0 
In our former converſations I caphaied 

to you, fays ſhe, thoſe reaſons which ſtill 
«induce me to perſevere in my deſign of. 
e abdicating the tlirone. Jou will recollect 
& how much this idea haunted me, and that: 
* eight years of deliberate. reflection have: 
6 preceded its execution. lt is at leaſt five: 


* years ſince I acquainted you. with my in- 


« tention, and I then diſcerned, that ſin- 
bs cerity of affection, and the intereſt you. 
< take in my fortune, were the ſale motives: 
4 of that. reſiſtance you oppoſed to reaſons 
* you could not condemn, whatever pains. 
* you took to weaken their influence,” 1 
<.0bſerved with pleaſure, you could find 
nothing in my project unworthy of Zhriſ- 
tina; and you may likewiſe remember 
my words the. laſt time I had the ſatiſ- 
faction of talking with you. Nothing 
8 Ng *. happened wichin chis long rer 
ok. - 
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« of time has been able to ſhake my reſolu- 


tion. All my actions have been regulated | 
on this plan, and conducted to this end; 


e and I now find the concluſion of my part 


<« draws near, and that I ſhall ſoon drop the 


©« curtain. It is incomprehenſible to me, 
that a life which requires a maſculine 
* ſtrength and vigour of mind can ever be 

pleaſing to a woman]! Every one enjoys 
the privilege of judging as his rea- 


<« ſon directs; I cannot deprive mankind 
of that liberty, nor would I, were it in 
„ my. power. I know how few there are 


& who will think favourably of this action, 
« but I am well aſſured you are one of that 
& number. The world is ignorant of my 


< motives, and either little acquainted with, 


« or miſinformed of my character and diſ- 


« poſition; thoſe mottves I never declared 
& but to yourſelf and another friend, whoſe 
«ſoul is noble and elevated enough to think 
. in the ſame manner; /ufficit unus, ſufficit 


« nullus: I deſpiſe the reſt 3 and ſhall do 
Ahe multitude. great honour if 1 think 
« them” ridiculous enough to laugh at. 


bet who examine my conduct by the 


10 | common 
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* common maxims of mankind, will un- 


14 doubtedly blame me; however, I ſhall 
not give myſeff the trouble of compoſing 
« a vindication: in the total retreat from 
« buſineſs which I now meditate, there will 


« be no idle moments to throw away on 
« ſuch remembrances. My chief employ- 
„ ment will be to examine my paſt life, 


« without regretting I have lived; and. to 
correct my errors, without being aſtoniſh- 
« ed at their multiplicity. What delight 
e ſhall I taſte) in reflections upon the blef2 
* ſings and rewards I have beſtowed on the 


good; and on having puniſhed, without 


6c 6 thoſe alone who were in- 


„ corrigible in wickedneſs! I ſhall enjoy 
«the ſweet conſolation of never having 
« ſuffered prejudice to miſlead me to con- 


« demn the innocent; nay, I have even 


« ſpared the guilty when their crimes would 


« admit of mercy! The proſperity of 
« my people 1 always preferred to every 


<< other conſideration ; I have, indeed, ſa- 


e crificed every thing to their intereſt. Ir- 


* reproachable in the adminiſtration of go- 


_ & yernment, I poſſeſſed it without pride or 


. « ambition, 
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«6 ambition, and 4 ſhall relign-1 It- with eaſe | 


and; ifarisfaction. Aker this-dehneation, of 
my ſentiments, you have nothing to tear 
dor me, I am in a ſtate ef ſecurity, and 
e my felicity is beyond. the reach of for- 
„, tune. Undiſturbed by all e 
Wenente _ and mall be: happy: 


„ *F 5 * 8 6 ſuperi, gelte; 3 nullique poteſtas 
Hoc auferre Deo. OE : 
wth * Epen. 


* Yes 1 1 feel pot ee of 8 | 
* pineſs to any other mortal; of happineſs 
_<.eternally durable Lou ſpeak to me of 
<.offending Providence. J have no cauſe 
for ſuch an apprehenſion; mina ſunt propi- 
i Zig. Whether Providence vouchſafes to 
80 direct the events of my life, or leaves me 
. to the conduct of my own reaſon, I ſhall 
«pay implicit obedience to its divine will, 
and e eee employ thoſe faculties 
cc of mind and underſtanding beſtowed on 
me by its goodneſs, in the inen of hap- 
«, pineſs; nor. ſhall I miſs the road, becauſe 
am juſtly perſuaded my actions 
4 have che incurred the anger of men, 
S | e W moe 
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a” FAR Aer of Heaven. The remainder , | by 


of life ſhall be! ſpent in rendering theſe. 


thoughts familiar to my ſoul, in acquiring : 


* magnanimity, and in regarding, from my 


< peaceful harbour, rhe diſtreſs of thoſe: who Af 


£6! ped perpetually agitated byß the ſtormy 


blaſts of # tumultuous buly life, for Want 
„of an early application to te ſearch 


e of trath. I never before was! in a ſitua- 


tion to be envied; and the miſtaken 
cc world might now have cauſe to pehold me | 


With jealous eyes, were it thoroughly ac- 
quainted with my happineſs. You however 


love me too well to envy me; and Ideferve 


it, for being ſo ingenuous as to confeſs 1 


have imbibed part of theſe ſentiments 


« from” you. They aroſe from your con- 


< verſations, and I hope one day to culti- 
vate them farther with you in my retreat? 
e am confident. you will not break your 


« engagement, nor ceaſe to be my friend in 
<« this change of fortune, fince I'quit no- 


thing that has 4 claim to your eſteem. 


i Whatfoever ſtate I am in, my friendſhip 
„vill remain inviolable, and I will con- 
£6 vince you, that no viciſſitude can ever 
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* happen Powerful enough to alter theſe 
. * ſentiments 1 make it my glory to ayow,” 
Chriſtina had a delicate part to act with, 
| the members of the ſenate on this occaſion, 


to prevent any oppoſition to her ſcheme of 


abdication,” and to perſuade them to aſſign 
her ſme-confiderable revenues in thoſe pro- 
vinces e of which ſhe wiſhed. to retain, the ſo - 
vereignty, altho? ſhe intended to leave the. 


om. From theſe conſiderations, previ- 


ous to the ſmalleſt hint of her project, ſne 
ö augmented the number of her ſenators, and. 
advanced in dignity thoſe perſons whoſe at- 
tachment to her intereſt ſhe could rely on; 
me likewiſe removed her library to Gotten- 
burg, with her collection of pictures and 


ſtatues, and all thoſe rarities which her taſte 
for the arts had tempted | her to collect, at 


an immenſe expence, from all parts of the 
world. The Swedes beheld with diſcontent 
the removal of thoſe treaſures of their in- 
duſtry, whoſe purchaſe had exhauſted thoſe 
of the ſtate; but they did not dare reſiſt the 
will of a Queen whom they loved, and 
whom they feared to loſe. After theſe ſteps, 
ſhe convened the ſenate in the city of Upſal, 
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appeared in the midſt of the aſſembly, and 
declared her purpoſe of ſummoning the 
ſtates-general, in order to execute che at ir- 


revocable reſolution formed ſo many years 


paſt, of abdicating the throne in favour of 


Prince Charles Guſtavus. She added, that 


this was not an affair ſhe recommended to 
their conſideration, but one ſhe commanded 
obedience to as their ſovereign, and *con- 
cerning which ſhe forbad all kind of re remon- 
ſtrances. 

The ſenate, noten nh her in- 
junctions, made recent applications to the 
queen, and ſent repeated deputations to be- 


ſeech her not to abandon a people of whom, 


through the courſe of her reign» ſhe had 
been the glory and delight. Oxenſteirn 


came alſo to preſent a memorial in 
the name of the ſeveral orders of the 


ſtate, wherein he deliberately examined the 
ſolidity of thoſe reaſons which ought to en- 


gage her majeſty to keep poſſeſſion of the 
throne; taking the liberty to predict, that 


ſne would one day regret, when it would be too 
late, diſpoſſeſſing herſelf of royalty. Charles 


Guſtayus united his voice to that of the na- 


G 


rion, 
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tion, repreſenting to the queen, that ſhe was 
accountable. to her people for the exertion 


of thoſe eminent talents and qualifications 
| which Heaven had endowed her with to 


promote their. happineſs, and which it 


would be criminal in her to circumſcribe. 


in the contracted circle of private life. 


By way of a general anſwer, Chriſtina 


purſued more cloſely and ardently the exe- 


Cution of her plan: ſhe negotiated with 


prince Charles on the conditions prelimi- 
nary to her reſignation.; demanding a reve- 


nue of 24, ooo rixdollars, for the payment 
of which ſome unalienable funds were to be 


aſſigned. Another article was the reſerva- 


tion of full power cver ſome particular ter- 


ritories, with liberty to ſell or mortgage 


them, provided it was only to Swedes. In 


caſe the prince palatine ſhould leave no 
heirs, the queen inſiſted that the reverſion 


of the crown ſhould be ſettled on the count 


de Tott, her favourite, an amiable 


nobleman, who traced his origin from 
Eric XIV. king of Sweden. Chriſtina at- 


tempted to create him a duke, propoſing to 


795 at the ſame time, count de Brahe, , 
firſt 


- 


% 


we * 
nnn , 2322 — — 
22ͤ;ĩ?5oö = nero nrempny,.. 
— Werk Wo os, N * . S 


. NT 
„ e e CCC 


„ cos es 


, r. 1 " 4 
* 2 . . 5 * Nette 4 2 q A 2 5 = 
— - ; . EN 3 E Fox « ; A * o 1 2 
»* — „ 1 28 * „ 4 . . * + N R Ne * * * „ 
ee e e e ee e D ys 
e * 9 * ee as D e 3 Kd * TW pe WK N Y - >> 5 > . SIS NS Pn 3 9 * rr W A o = 
b Y 3 46/2 — N e — RH 8 ccc . * r 2 8 at's 
: 9 CON , IE ar 5 en F JC CEOS Og Or Ge 
* W 5 ** I e $57 on r * . A r rd bgd <f 
- — - Jt * fs: 127 


* e d * 
m : 


2 . 
eee 
1 * 2 
Cd 


1 
3 
PRES TS 


Ry 


4 r 7 


5 3 
N nM; Ep GT 


3 

3 "Ac a 9 ry 7725 3 ” * 

c ͤ a i ht A 
e ee Ee 0 oder 
A ͤ ..... 22 jay i Re Sep 


| QUEEN or SWEDEN. 123 
firſt Kade and the grand chancellor 
Oxenſteirn, with the la dignity. But the 
two laſt comptehended extremely well that 
the deſign of aſſociating them with her 


favourite, was intended by the queen to co- 


lour and cement in. a ſtronger manner the 
aggrandizement of the count de Tott : 


they therefore refuſed to accept a title 


which had hitherto been only conferred on 


princes of the blood, and would have been 


butrhenſome to the nation. * Tris only (ſaid 


they) our virtues and our ſervices that can 


« elevate us above the rank of our fellow- 
« citizens; theſe are the only honours that 
« excite our ambition, and that we wiſh to 


communicate to our poſterity !”? 


Chriſtina went to Nikoping to take leave 
of the queen her mother. Sending for the - 
prince of Sweden, in his preſence, and be- 
fore the whole court, ſhe addreſſed her thus: 
« am going, Madam, to reſign my crown, 
« but I beg you not to be inconſolable on 
« this account : For though you will be. 
« deprived of a daughter, you will, as a 
6 compenſation, find a.ſon in your king, 
he ho. will always treat you with every 


G 2 mark 
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„ mark of reſpect and attention you could 


* deſire. She then bid her adieu with the 


ſteadieſt reſolution: but the queen- mother 
melted into tears, and the ſpectators of this 


affecting ſcene accompanied her grief. 

The time appointed for the meeting of 
the diet being now arrived, the ſtates aſ- 
ſembled at the city of Upſal on the 21ſt of 
May. The foreign ambaſſadors and er- 
voys were invited; when the. queen opened 


the aſſembly with the following ſpeech: 


. « During a period of ten years that I have 


„ governed this nation, I have ſacrificed all 


10 things to its intereſt ; I have ſpared nei- 
« ther cares nor vigilance to procure that 
e domeſtic and foreign repoſe which this 
« kingdom now ſo compleatly enjoys. As 


© the 3 reward of all my enterprizes, 
I demand your conſent to my abdication; 


I have abſolutely reſolved to retire; no 
« conſideration, no power on earth can alter 


my purpoſe. The prince, whom ye have al- 


ready acknowledged for my ſucceſſor, is 
* adorned with accompliſhments and abili- 


_ < ties that render him deſerving of a throne. 


« Such a monarch has a natural right to go- 
« yern 
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« yern the martial Swedes! T have N 
" enough to beſtow this preſent on my 
« country, and it ought to enhance the ya- 
« lue of the ſacrifice I this moment make 
« to its welfare, above all my paſt ſer- 
<« yices.” 


Her majeſty ordered a manifeſto to be 


delivered to each reſpective order of the 


realm, containing a circumftantial detail of 


the motives of her abdication. The ſtates © 


{till repeated their endeavours to divert her 


from her reſolution; but ſhe ſilenced them 
with theſe words: Could ye add another 
« crown to this I now wear, I would not 
« continue my adminiſtration beyond the 
<-limited&tjme.” It now, therefore, became 
neceſſary that the ſtates ſhould yield their 
conſent to the: queen's reſignation in favour 


of prince Charles; ceding to her, by way 


of appenage, the iſles of Oeland, Wollin, 
and Uſedom, with the city and caſtle of 
Wolgaſt, and ſeveral manors in Pomerania 
and Mecklenbourg; all together producing 


a revenue of 24, ooo rixdollars; but they 


refuſed to grant her the ſovereignty of theſe 


e as being contrary to the intereſt 
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«| of Sweden ; for Chriſtina would by that 
means have been impowered to beſtow 
them on a foreign prince. 

The ſenate would have inſiſted on the 
queen's reſiding in Sweden, had not prince 
Charles interpoſed, and obſerved to them, 

that ſhe paid too high a price for liberty 


to ſuffer any conſtraint: beſides, it was for 


the intereſt of the new monarch, and of the 
kingdom itſelf, that Chriſtina ſhould with- 
1 draw from amongſt them, leſt her incli- 
* —ꝗ—— nation ſhould lead her to form a party and 
e reite domeſtic troubles, if at any time ſhe 
became diſcontented with the adminiftra- 
tion, or was tempted to remount the throne, 
Juſt before her abdication, Chriſtina ſur- 
prized Sweden by an unexpected act of au- 
thority. She commanded the Portugue 
reſident to leave the kingdom, treating the 


duke of Braganza, whoſe miniſter he was, 
as the uſurper of a dominion which apper- 
tained to Philip IV. of Spain. The queen 
had not communicated her intention to any 


of the ſenators; yet, as ſne had admitted 
the miniſters of Portugal to be preſent at 


her caronation, _ — contracted an alli- 
, ance. 


ele 
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ance with John IV. their king, it ſeemed 
MW impoſſible ſhe would ever ſo palpably con- 
* tradi her own actions! Prince Charles 
| and the ſenators gave ſecret information to 
the reſident to remain at Stockholm, af. 

ſuring him he-ſhould receive proper fatif- 

faction for this affront ſo ſoon as the act of 
| abdication was ſigned. Chriſtina's motive 
in this affair was to oblige the king of Spain, 
her firſt thoughts being to retire into the 

Spaniſh Netherlands. At length the day 
8 of abdication, ſo eagerly wiſhed: for by 
Chbriſtina, and ſo much dreaded by all Swe- 

den, arrived. On the ſixteenth of June, 
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* 1654, about ſeven.o'clock in the morning, 
10 the queen entered the ſenate-houſe, attend- 
; ed by the hereditary prince: ſhe there or- 


3 


dered the act of abdication to be read, and 
then figned it. By this act ſhe rendunced 
for ever all rights and pretenſions to the 
crown of Sweden, as well for her poſterity 
as herſelf, ceding them to her couſin prince 
Charles Guſtavus, appointing him her ſuc- 
ceſſor, on condition that he maintained her 
during life in the uninterrupted poſſeſſion 
of thoſe eſtates granted her by title of ap- 
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penage : ſhe ſtipulated; that in what re- 
garded her perſon ſhe ſhould be totally 
independent, freed from the obliga- 
tion of performing any act of ſubjection 


ox obedience, and privileged to be account- 


able to God alone for her paſt conduct and 
actions; and likewiſe for her future under- 
takings ; at the ſame time engaging never 
to take any ſtep prejudicial to the intereſts 
of Sweden. Laſtly, ſhe reſerved unlimited 
power and entire juriſdiction over her great 
officers, as well as the inferior domeſtics of 
her hovſhold. The hereditary prince gave 
particular aſſurances to Chriſtina of ſecuring 
her in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the 
revenues of thoſe lands ſhe had reſerved as 


her own property. He engaged to defend 


her in all her rights, and proteſted he would 
inceſſantly acknowledge her generoſity, and, 
throughout his life, have an invariable re- 


gard to her intereſt. After theſe acts were 


read over and ſigned, the great officers of 
ſtate dreſſed Chriſtina in her royal robes, and 


placed the crown on her head: in her right 
hand the held the ſceptre, in her left the 
globe, the grand marſhal and the grand 
a 8 _ trea» 


PP 


| QUEEN or SWEDEN. 129 
W bearing before her the ſword of 


ſtate and the gold key. In this ſovereign 
pomp the queen proceeded to the great hall 


0 in the caſtle, where all the orders of the 

' Kingdom, the foreign miniſters, and ladies 
f of the court, were aſſembled. The queen 
1 aſcended three ſteps, and placed herſelf on 
f a throne of maſſy ſilver, under a magnifi- 


4 cent canopy; her grand chamberlain and 
matter of the horſe ſtanding on each ſide: 
1 the hereditary prince ſat in a chair of ſtate 
1 at the right hand of the throne, but not un- 
der the canopy. 

This diſpoſition being ſettled; one of this. 
ſenators. read the act of abdication aloud,, 
by which Chriſtina. voluntarily reſigned the 

crown, and releaſed the people from their 
oath of allegiance. After this act was de- 
livered to the prince, the ſame ſenator read 
the engagement by which the prince obliged 
himſelf to maintain Chriſtina in poſſeſſion. 
of thoſe rights and revenues ſhe had re- 
ſerved; he then preſented it to the queen. 
The great officers of ſtate now approached ; 
the throne to receive the inſignia of royalty 
from the hand of the queen, laying them.. 


= upon 
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upon a table on the left ſide, without the 
canopy. It was obſerved that count Peter 
Brahẽ Drotſel, grand juſticiary of Sweden, 
would not lift the crown from the head of 


the queen, and that ſhe was forced to take 


it off herſelf. When theſe ceremonies were' 
finiſhed, Chriſtina, diveſted of her royal 
robes, appeared in a plain dreſs of white 
ſattin; ſhe advanced to the foot of the 
throne, and ſpoke half an hour with equal 
eloquence and magnanimity. In this ſpeech 
ſhe  recapitulated all the events of her 
reign; ſhe deſcribed the plan of her admi- 
niftration in the moſt difficult and danger- 


ous times, and, with great art and ſtrength 


of expreſſion, . ſet forth the merit of thoſe 


cares and fatigues ſhe had endured for the 


glory and felicity of Sweden. She enume- 


rated the obligations the Swedes were under 
to their late king Guſtavus Adolphus her 
father, and expatiated copiouſly on the vir: 
tues of the prince her ſucceſſor, which were 


| prognoſtics to the nation of a proſperous 


and happy reign. Many of the ſpeCtators 


were ſoftened into tears at the fight of a 


: queen, in the flower of her age, who ap- 


peated 
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Ha to them more than ever worthy of 


the throne ſhe quitted with ſo much forti- 


rude. Several caught hold of her royal 
robe, and tore away pieces of it, deſirous 
to preſerve ſome relick of their beloved ſo- 
wereign | The grand chancellor Qxenfteith 
refuſed to perform any of the functions of 
his office ; publiſhing in this manner his 
diſapprobation : «+ I am obliged,” by the 
<« oath I have taken to my king, Guſtavus 
6 Adolphus, (faid this miniſter) to tranſmit 


« and to maintain the crown on the head 


of Chriſtina his daughter: it would be a 


- 


« treaſonable crime in me to give my con- 


. currence, either directly or indirectly, to 


ce an act which ſo irrevocably excludes her 
« from the government.“ The ſenator 


Schering Roſenhave repreſented the 


chancellor on this occaſion; he made a 
ſpeech to the queen, in the name of the 
ſtates of the kingdom; when he had con- 
cluded, Chriſtina deſcended from the 


throne, preſenting her Mind to the chiefs of | 


the four orders. 
Lord Whitlock, the Engliſh ambaſſador, 


w— 


who was * at the * repoliys 


— 


ers of the three firſt orders had finiſhed 
e their orations, the ſpeaker of the order of 
| * peaſants approached, and kneeled before 


* hand, preſſed it to his knee, and kiſſed it 
three or four times; then burſting into 
;< a flood of tears, he roſe, turned away his 
-<« face, anddiſappeared as ſuddenly as he had 
«© entered. Was it poſſible (ſays this au- 
<< thor) to expreſs with more ingenuous and 
< beautiful ſimplicity his own affection, and 
the love of the order he repreſented ? 
« To behold the queen of a powerful na- 
c tion, a young queen! ſurrounded by per- 
* ſons of the firſt rank and conſequence in 
the kingdom, aſſembled, to the number 
4 of atleaſt a thouſand; to hear her ſpeak 
:<<. with ſo much grace and dignity on a 
<< propoſition ſo uncommon in its nature, 
«© was (adds lord Whitlock) a truly extra- 
«© ordinary and fingularly affecting ſcene.” 
The queen, having received the ad- 
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| atis of all the orders, advanced towards 


the prince her ſucceſſor, and paid her com- 
. in a ſublime and pathetic diſ- 


. 4 8 ; courſe, | 
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that when the grand marſhal and the ſpeak- 


0 the queen in eloquent ſilence, ſeized her 
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courſe, To which Charles Guſtavus re- 


plied, © That his heart would for ever be 
e penetrated with the deepeſt and moſt 
lively ſenſe of gratitude; and. that he 


cc wouldnever be unmindful of that reſpect 
<« and attention which inclination as well as 


duty pointed the obſervance of towards her 


« majeſty and her royal houſe.” “ 
The prince then made a ſpeech to the 


| ſenate, and the different orders of the king- 


dom, and received aſſurances from them of 
fidelity and obedience. Guſtavus, as Chrif- 
tina relates, received the crown upon his 


knees, from her hand, and never after- 


wards appeared with it in her preſence. - 
Chriſtina commanded the day of her ab- 


dication to be celebrated as a public feſtival, 


She ſet all the priſoners at liberty; even 
ſuch criminals as were under condemnation. 
The ſame day the prince was crowned 
and proclaimed king of Sweden. There 
was a medal ſtruck, on his acceſſion, with 
this device; The king ſeated on a throne, 
receiving the crown from Chriſtina, who is 
ſtanding ; in the centre is the name of God, 
n with rays; the inſcription, à Des 
21 
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et Chriftind, I hold the crown from God 


« and Chriſtina.” This motto was diſpleaſ- 


ing to the ſtates, who pretended to appoint 
the new monarch entirely by their own free 


act and choice; the right of election 0 
ſolely veſted in them. 

Chriſtina, impatient to enjoy that liberty 
ſhe had purchaſed at the price of a throne, 


departed from Stockholm, between eleven 


and twelve at night, at the concluſion of a 


magnificent entertainment, taking the road 
-to Upſal : ſhe would not even reſt in this 


city ſo ſoon after her abdication ; and an- 


ſwered the intreaties of one of her officers, 
not to fatigue herſelf ſo much; © I have 


« finiſhed my part, and will not ſtay to be- 


* hold another reign in cities where I bere 


« been ſovereign.” 


Somedexterity was yet required to manage 
the populace, who wanted the queen to re- 
main in Sweden; and were under appre- 
henſions of ſeeing her treaſures and reve- 
nues tranſported to other climes. To de- 
ceive them ſhe hired a houſe at Stockholm, 


and appeared to intend reſiding there: ſhe 
ſtayed in her new habitation only five days, 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 1335 
pretending illneſs, for which ſhe choſe her 
phyſician ſhould recommend the Spa was. 
ters, to give her a pretence to leave the 


kingdom. The king expecting ſhe would 


go to Germany by ſea, ordered two men ot 


war to be fitted out at Calmar for her con- 


voy; but as her ſchemes were different, ſhe 


excuſed her acceptance of this offer, by the 
uncertainty and danger of the voyage; and 


fet out for Helmſtadt, in the province of 
Halland, where ſhe remained four days, and 
then travelled to Cullen. Here ſhe re- 
ſolved upon a ſtrange metamorphoſis; and 
jocoſely ſaid. Now I will be a man!“ 
Quitting her female apparel, in order to 


travel with the greater caſe, ſhe put'on'the 


dreſs and appearance of a young nobleman, 
with the title of the count de Dohna, ſon to 
a nobleman of her train, whom, with three 
others, count Steinberg, baron Soop, and 
another lord, ſhe retained in her ſervice; 
all ignorant what part of the world they 
were going to. She ſent back all the ladies 
who attended her. a 
When they came to a ſmall free on 
the frontiers of Sweden, which ſeparated _ 

this 


the Daniſh court. 
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this kingdom- from. Denmark, the queen 
quitted her coach, and croſſed over to the 


other ſide; when jumping aſhore with 


agility, ſhe cried out, in a tranſport of 


joy, I am free at laſt, and out of Swe 
« den where I hope never to return.” 
Whatever precautions Chriſtina had taken 
to travel undiſcovered, Fame, excited by. 


tze ſingularity of her character and actions, 


was, the harbinger of her approach. The 
queen of Denmark, informed. that the 
daughter of Guſtavus, who fled. with ſuch: 
impetuous eagerneſs from her- country and: 
her, throne, was in her- kingdom, aſ- 


ſumed the diſguiſe of a woman of ordinary 
condition, in order to get a ſight of this ce- 


lebrated princeſs. Our illuſtrious tra- 
veller had taken up her abode at an inn, 
when the queen arrived, and had the plea- 
ſure of converſing with her: It is even report- 
ed that, extending her curioſity too far, ſne 
had no reaſon to applaud herſelf for en- 


gaging in a converſation, in which Chriſ- 


tina very freely explained her ſentiments of 


king 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 17 
- King Charles Guſtavus had intruſted one 


of his principal officers with the care of 


conducting his benefactreſs to the frontiers 


of Sweden, after once more making her an 


offer of his crown and hand ; but Chriſtina 
replied; * Can it be gi that I fo 
« ſoon repent, and am already weary of 
« freedom and independency ? No, ſimple 
liberty is more valuable than the moſt 
« ſplendid bondage!” There is little doubt 


that Charles really loved the daughter of 
Guſtavus, if her account is to be credited, 
written long after her abdication ; that his 
majeſty ſaid, in the preſence of ſeveral per- 


ſons of quality of both ſexes, © Chriſtina 


< has ſeated me on a throne ; ſhe has given 
te mea wife; but ſhe has refuſed me the 
« glory of calling her mine; and has made 


tc me unhappy all my life: nothing can af- 
&« ford me conſolation!” This princeſs was 
eager to give the prince of Conde the firſt 
intelligence of the ſtep ſhe had taken. By 
ſo heroic an action ſhe expected to merit a 
higher degree of admiration from her hero, / 


L eſtimate, ſays ſhe, all my glory by your 


6 JONES and conſider myſelf as 
ow: man 


ll 138 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
much honoured by your eſteem, as by the 
1 crown I inherited. If the reſignation of 
„ jit ſinks me in your opinion, J muſt con- 
<< feſs the tranquillity I have fo ardently 
.< ſought, will coſt me dear; yet 1 cannot. 
N repent the purchaſe even at that price; 
for will never tarniſh an action, which to 
me appears noble, by an inglorious and 
e deſpicable repentance.” Before Chriſ- 
tina relinquiſhed the government,, ſhe had 
1 Preſented the French academy with her 
Portrait; and afrerwards. wrote her thanks 
do that ſociety for their honourable recep- 
tion of it; adding, I have always de- 
. _-moaſtrated my peculiar regard for your 
s academy, becauſe I was always an admirer 
af polite: learning; and am not appre- 
henſive you will have leſs affection for 
me in ſolitude, than when when I was 
< ſeated upon a throne. In that ſcene of 
<< uninterrupted leifure I have planned, the 
| cultivation of the belles lettres will be my 
4 ſtudy; a conſideration that induces me 
44 to believe I ſhall ſometimes be favoured 
|. ©" vith a ſight of your compoſitions, which 
are equal to the academy's — 
7 6 an 


fummate wiſdom, preſided with conſtant 
aſſiduity in her ſenate, and was endowed 
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« and are almoſt univerſally written in your 
native language; a language which will 
« ſoon become a principal ray a in 


0 my retirement.“ 


She alſo ſent the celebrated Galſendi a 
medal faſtened to a chain of gold, and the | 
aſſurance of an annual penſion ; thus, in 
every inſtance, making it her favourite oc- 


cupation to beuge n and ee 


8 


The true motive * this queen s abdica- 
tion will always remain a problem difficult 


to ſolve, To behold a young princeſs, 


adored by her people, admired 'by all na- 
tions, who governed her kingdom with con- 


with all the knowledge of a finiſhed politi- : 


clan :. to behold her crowned with victori- 
. ous laurels; triumphant over all her ene- 


mies; arbitreſs of the peace of Europe, and 
benefactreſs to its principal nations: to be- 


hold her in oppoſition to the reiterated in- 
treaties of a kingdom aggrandized by the 
ſucceſs of her arms, and embelliſhed, by 
per 9 cares, "_ the ſplendid 


"IP ar- 
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appearance of arts and ſciences: I ſay, to 
behold her at laſt eagerly abandon ſo many 
bleſſings, is a circumſtance equally ſingular 
and aftoniſhing. Sweden had never en- 
joyed, in any reign, ſo large a portion of 
glory and happineſs. By the queen's ent 
' tenlive application and encouragement; 
[ commerce flouriſhed, induſtry was excited, 
and genius awakened in her ſubjefts; ſhe 
ſtamped freſh ſpirit and vigour on the laws, 
reſpected merit and virtue; and, it may be 
truly affirmed, traced the model: of a per 
fe& adminiſtration. Her. mind, exerciſed 
_ Ffromearly youth in. profound and difficult 
ſtudies, fo far from being wearied with 
 - their multiplicity, ſeemed in a manner to 
| enjoy the perplexing fatigue of ſtate affairs: 
it was their regular progreſſion which prin- 
1 cipally occaſioned that laſſitude and diſguſt 
ſhe complains of. 
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| M. Chanut, the F rench atefader. who 
; was one of Chriſtina's chief confidents, and. 
in her own words, one of her friends, has *s 
E given a deſcription of this queen, which 
| undoubtedly reſembles her, and of Which . 
the net. may be curious to fee the prin-. 3 
vi cipal bh f 
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cipal outlines: Chriſtina (ſays he) was 


ce rather low in ſtature ;- had a high fore- 


< head, aquiline noſe, large piercing eyes, 


* with yet a peculiar {ſweetneſs of counte- 


CY 


“ nance; her voice was rough, her air 
« maſculine, and her affections were ſo 
« ſtrongly painted on her face, that her fea- 
e tures varied according to the different 
<« paſſions of her ſoul : ſhe diſliked the or- 
<« namental part of dreſs; frequently wore 
* men's ſhoes ; with a hat and feather; pre- 


. « ferring the habit of an Amazon to the 
© more delicate apparel of the female ſex. 
« Chriſtina flept little, was fond of exer- 


« ciſe, and diſcovered much pleaſure and 
« dexterity in the management of her 
<« horſe; ſhe would keep the field ten hours 


4 ſucceſſively in patties of hunting, ex- 


<« poſed to the inclemencies of the weather, 
« ſupporting with equal unconcern all its 


“ viciſſitudes. Glory was her element! her 


heart ſwelled with impatience. to purſue 
« it. Her idea of virtue was truly ſublime, 
« and in her manner of reaſoning on its na- 

« ture, ſhe copied the Stoic philoſophers. 


de © diſcuſſion of problematical points 
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Cc moſt intereſting affairs of government, as 
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% was:a'diverſion to her mind; and, in the 


« well as in thoſe of ſimple amuſement, 


« whenever ſhe diſcloſed her ſentiments, 


« inſtruction enlightened the faculties of all 
« who heard her. With what inconceiv- 
te able ardour did ſhe fly to every branch of 
literature Hiſtory was her conſtant 


te ſtudy ; and part of every day's employ- 
„ ment was to read ſome paſſage in the an- 
nals of Tacitus, which ſne called the game 


« of cheſs, ſignifying that this author fur- 
<« niſhed ample materials for thought and 


s reflection. This princeſs uſed to ſay it 


« was not in the power of any event to 
« diſturb the tranquillity of her ſoul ; and 


that death itſelf inſpired her with no 
greater terror than ſleep. Indefatigable 
ein application, her cognizance extended 
« to every department of the adminiſtration. 


te The ambaſſadors of foreign powers 


e tranſacted all their negotiations immedi- 
44 ately with the queen; who frequently 
« * their addreſſes at a public au- 
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ec dienoe, without the leaſt pres | 
6 tion.“ I 
Whar pity ſuch unreal talents for 80 
vernment had not ſufficient influence to re- 
tain Chriſtina in that elevated ſituation, 
where a great and generous ſoul can diſ- 
penſe fo many bleſſings on mankind ! But 
an enthuſiaſtic paſſion for liberty ſeduced. 
her far from her country. 

On her arrival at Hamburgh, this ſtayed 
ſome days at the houſe of Texeira, a rich 
Jew, who had formerly been her factor and. 
agent. In whatever cities ſhe paſſed thro”, 
the magiſtrates waited on her to pay their 
= reſpects, and treated her with all the ho- 
mage due to crowned heads. At Munſter. 
> the viſited the Jeſuits college, and was pre- 
ſent at divine ſervice ; leaving a bene- 
faQtion of an hundred ducats. The report 
of her arrival being ſpread among the peo- 
ple, ſhe left the city early the next morning, 
continuing her journey through Holland, 
till ſhe came to a merchant's houſe at Ant- 
werp, where ſhe reſumed her female dreſs, 
and received viſits and compliments from 
- perſons of the firſt diſtinction. At Bruſſels 
6 | _ Chriſtina 
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_ Chriſtina made Aa ſplendid entry. The 
arch-duke Leopold was admitted to her 
| preſence, with the ceremonies that his birch 
| and rank entitled him to. The prince f 
Conde inſiſted on the ſame honours at his 
interview, which the queen refuſed to grant; 
and however ſtrong her deſire was to con- 
| &— verſe with her hero, ſhe refuſed to indulge = 
it till ſome formalities were ſettled. One 6 | 
day the prince ſlipt into the queen's apart- 
ment, amongſt the crowd of courtiers; 
„ There is no reſiſting one's curioſity (ſays 
« he) to ſee a princeſs who can abandon a 


| 
| 
| 
| crown with ſo much eaſe, whilſt the reſt 
& af the world are at war with each other in 


e purſuit of the glittering phantom all 

« their days, without ever attaining it!“ 
He was deſirous of contemplating her per- 
"fon unobſerved ; but Chriſtina fixed her 6 
eyes upon him, knew him from the reſem-, © 
blance of his picture, and expreſſed her 
eagerneſs to receive him in a diſtinguiſhed 
manger. The prince, finding he was diſ- 

| d, inſtantly retired. The queen ſent 5 
I for him back: he ſaid to her, Madam, A 
2 all or r nothing * and went out. Some 
. x days 
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days We they met again, as if by accident, 
but were diſcontented with each other, and 
their converſation was reſerved and lan- 
guid. + Couſin, (ſaid Chriſtina) who 
« could have believed that, after ten years 
e deſire to ſee each other, we ſhould meet far 
from our own country in this manner?”» 

The clergy and other orders of Sweden 
now began to apprehend that the daughter 
of-Guſtavus not only deſigned to fix her re- 
ſidence in a foreign kingdom, but alſo to 
change her religion. Fhey employed the 
count de Tott to make proper repreſenta- 
tions in the name of the whole nation, and 
endeavoured to perſuade this princeſs to re- 
turn into her native country, and not reject 
the principles and opinions of the king her fa- 
ther, and thoſe of the ſtate. This lord at the 
ſame time preſented her ſome letters addreſſed 
to foreign courts. Chriſtina diſdained theſe 
recommendations, ſaying her birth and 
name were ſufficient introductions every 
where. In regard to the diſquietudes of the 
ſenate and people, ſhe aniwered, * That 
« the throne was the only ſituation where 
M * the could appear in Sweden and as the 


* * nation 
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«<< nation had permitted her to deſcend 
<< from it, the ſenate had no longer power 


4 to preſcribe the place of her abode, nor 
« reſtrain her liberty. Beſides, added ſhe, 
«the Swedes are governed by a monarch 


« whoſe prudence and valour are the gua- 
_ << ranties of a wiſe and glorious admini- 
. ſtration; and as I have made the greateſt 
of all ſacrifices to the good of my coun- 


try, and can be of no farther utility to it, 


I éintreat that my pleaſure and repoſe 


* may remain undiſturbed.” 


The queen invited M. Chanut, who was | 


then at the Hague, as ambaſſador to the 


States-General, to make her a viſit: He ſo- 


hicited, and obtained his maſter's conſent, 
and hkewiſe a paſſport from the arch-duke 
Leopold. This interview, in which Chriſ- 
tina's only intention was to expand her foul, 
and reveal to her old friend all the ſchemes 
of private life ſhe had planned, had, in the 
eyes of Europe, the appearance of a political 


ſtep to carry on a negotiation for reconciling 


France and Spain, which were then at war. 
The rumours that were propagated on this 


* —— 


| . en — the court of Verſailles. 


M. Cha- 


8 
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N. Chanut met with ſome reproachesʒ and for 
his juſtification, produced the letters which 
had paſſed in his correſpondence with the 
queen; he alſo Mean with her to teſtify 
that their converſations turned only on par- 
= ticular ſubjects, which were merely per- 
ſonal. Chriſtina, in her ſtrict obſervance of 4 
1 truth, inadvertently diſcovered ſome par- 
daality for the court of Spain, and ee 
E plaiſance to that of France, which diſobliged 
the latter power. The king of Sweden dif- 
» Cclaimed, on this occaſion, all een of 
(Centiment or politics. . 
Ihe apprehenſion that Chriſtina ani 
to change her religion, was not ill-ground-' 
ed; ſhe had long revolved this purpoſe in 
her own mind. Anthony Macedo, a Jeſuit, 
who came into Sweden in'the Portugueſe. 
ambaſſador's retinue, was the original au- 
thor of this deſign. The queen, curious to 
| inveſtigate every thing, deſired to ſee ſome: 
 Kilful theologians who were capable of in- 
ſtructing her in particular difficulties." Ma- 
— _Ccedo had a ſecret commiſſion to bring over 
ſome of the» moſt learned miſſionaries; 
and to accompliſh his ſcheme, this Jeſult | 
| " 4 2 re- 
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_ requeſted leave of the ambaſſador to return, 
on pretence that the climate was too cold 
for his conſtitution ; but not obtaining it, 
had recourſe to light. The queen ſuſpect⸗ 


ing his motive, favoured his eſcape. Ma- 
cedo went to Rome, and prevailed with the 


Malines and Paul Caſſati for this enter- 
prize; who came over to Sweden, and were 
the inſtruments of Chriſtina's reſolution to 


abjure the Proteſtant religion. She exe- 


cuted his deſign at Bruſſels, on the 24th 
of December, in the arch-duke's cabinet, 


with the aſſiſtance of father Gueſmes, a Do- 
minican, and in the preſence of ſeveral am- 
haſſadors and miniſters of Catholic princes. 


This ſpiritual and religious ceremony. was 
fucceeded by a ſingular contraſt of worldly 


feſtivity and rejoicings. Cardinal Mazarin 


complimented the queen on her converſion, 


and ſent a ſett of comedians to Bruſſels, 
| who performed theatrical pieces, alternately, 


in a variety of languages. Balls, hunting- 


matches, and tournaments, rapidly ſuc- 
ceeded each other; and ĩt did not appear that 


—_— intermixed op y large ſhare of de- 
votion 


head of his order to depute father Francis 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN: 149 
votion in an act which ought ſolely to have 
engroſſed her attention. She wrote at this 
time to the counteſs Ebba Sparre, one of the 
ladies of her court, whom ſhe eſteemed and 
loved the moſt: I receive at Bruſſels 
« (ſays ſhe) a thouſand honours; I am on 

4 terms of civility with every body, except 
* <« the prince of Conde, whom I never ſee but 
c at court or the theatre. My chief em- 
"= « ployments are to eat well and ſleep well; 

+ « to ſtudy a little, chat, laugh, ſee French 
and Italian plays, and paſs my time in 

3 * agreeable diſſipation. To conclude, I 

= <* hear no more ſermons, and utterly deſpiſe 
all orators. As Solomon ſays, all wiſ⸗ 

d dom is vanity : every one ought to live 

-* * contentedly, eat, drink, and be merry. 

Adieu, fair one! remember your Chriſ- 

„„ c-4- | 

The queen's religious opinions were very 
free, as her conduct and converſation ſuffi- 
ciently prove. On being told that the Je- 

ſuits of Louvain ſaid, when ſhe became -a 

Catholic, they would place her in the lift of 

ſiints, next to St. Bridget of Sweden; ſhe _ 

= H3 Abetter 
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s better pleaſed with my company if they 
Th * placed me amongſt the philoſophers.” 
- © There is reaſon to believe Chriſtina's 


principal | inducement to this converſion 
was her deſire to ſpend her days in Catholic 
countries, and to be on good terms with the 
- Pope, and other ſovereign princes, who. 
might grant her an aſylum, and indemnify 


her for the loſs of her Swediſh revenues, 


undoubtedly foreſeeing they would not, and 
indeed -ould not, 8 continue regularly 
pad.” 
* Ina letter to the king of Sweden, Chriſ- 
_ tina reminded him of the engagements be- 


tween them, entreating him to perſuade 


the ſtates to conſent to her retiring where 
ſhe pleaſed; as her abſence, if not neceſ- 


fary, was at leaft a matter of indifference to 
the nation, She endeavoured likewiſe to 
convince the count de Brahe, firſt ſenator, 


of the truth of this aſſertion, expreſſing 


"herſelf in the following manner: © In 


«the preſent ſtate of affairs, I think the 
« welfare of my country, as well as the 
. «Jaws of decorum, point out the propriety 
MY "OE Fwy abſence ; "ws I cannot help be- 

| eving 
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er lieving it even neceſſary to the public re- 
0 poſe, that ſhould no more be ſeen i in 2 
« country where I have formerly reign 
A taſte for pleaſure, fondneſs for the a 
and love of liberty, were the real induce- 
ments that detained. Chriſtina. in diſtant 
kingdoms. She reſided ſome time at Bruſ- 
ſels, and had a crowded circle of accom- 
pliſhed nobility and men of letters; theſe 
flocked from all parts to pay their duty to 
her as their lawful ſovereign. She in- 
vited Menage to come and ſee her, telling 
him, That as ſhe had travelled far the - 
greater part of the journey to meet him, 
« ſhe thought her eſteem and affection 
particularly merited his performing the 
« reſt, and giving her his company.“ But 
Menage excuſed himſelf. 


The gaiety at Bruſſels: was \ ond 
by news of the death of the queen-dowager 
of Sweden. Chriſtina retired into the 
country for three weeks. The widow of 
Guſtayus could not behold her daughter 
deſcend from the throne of her anceſtors, , 


without feeling the moſt poignant ſorrows. - 
H 4 | : which 


232 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
| - which imbittered and ſhortened her days. 
The grand chancellor Axel Oxenſteirn 
died about the ſame time: his death, like 
his life, was mild and ſerene; accompanied 9 

with the grateful eſteem and regret of his 1 
country, after being many years its ſup- 1 
Port, its oracle, and its glory! His laſt en- 7 
quiry was about Chriſtina; and he expires 7 
with theſe words, «I teld her ſhe would nn 
_ «repent her reſignation:—But—ſH, ſhe = 
is the daughter of the great Guſtavus! © 

The moment of repentance that the 

chancellor predicted was not yet arrived: 

Chriſtina enjoyed the firſt hours of her 4 
berty with tranſport. 'She made the neceſ⸗ „ 
ſary diſpoſitions for a journey into Italy, 1 
thinking to fix her habitation at Rome, 7 
the centre of the polite arts, and of all the 8 
wonders of antiquity; bleſt with a delicious 7} 
climate, where ſportive nature is laviſhly | 


prodigal of her riches. Cardinal Chigi, a 
great admirer of this princeſs, was raiſed to 
the pontifical chair by the name of Alexan- 
der VII. another inducement for her to re- 


2 in that noble Ft e : 
| On 


On leaving Bruſſels, ſhe made magnifi- 
cent preſents to the arch-duke 11 
and ſeveral lords of his court. She was at? 
tended with a grand retinue, and, in paſſing 
through Augsburg, they conducted her to 
che chief magiſtrate? s houſe, and ſhewed her 
the ſpot where Guſtavus Adolphus reſted. 
The queen contemplated it ſome time in ſi- 
lence, her eyes. fixed on the ground, ſhed- 
ding tears to the memory. of her. father. 
Ins the cathedral of Inſpruck, ſhe made a 
public renewal, with the utmoſt ſolemnity, 
of her belief in the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. The pope appointed Lucas Holſte- 
nius (a canon of St. Peter's, and keeper of 
the Vatican library) to receive her con- 
feſſion with the cuſtomary ceremonies; he 
was a learned Hamburgher, and a late con- 
vert. Chriſtina's abjuration was ſucceeded 
by a variety of public diverſions; even on 
the evening of this act of devotion, a co- 
medy was repreſented, where (if the very 
improbable relation of M. Chevreau is to 
be credited) the queen was preſent, and 
ſaid to her attendants, It is but reaſon- 
* able they ſhould entertain me with a co- 
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54 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
| «© medy to-night, when I have fo highly 


« entertained them with a farce this motn- | 


ing!“ She certainly could never be 
guilty of this piece of imprudence to ridi- 
le an action which, from the advantages 


ſhe hoped' to derive from it, ſeemed ſo 
much for her intereſt to have regarded as 
ſincere. She acquainted the king of Swe- 


den with her converſion ; and nothing can 


be more ſubmiſſive than the letter ſne ad- 
Areſſed to the pope on that occaſion: 41 
„ have demonſtrated to the whole world 
e (fays ſhe) that I can reſign a kingdom 
1 with the greateſt ; Joy, where veneration 
* for your holineſs is in the claſs of irre- 
% miſſible ſing: deſpiſing all ſublunary 
"we 8 8 ng I ſhall convince you how 
greatly I prefer the glory of obeying 
«© your holineſs to that of commanding 
te mankind.” The pope's behaviour to 
Chriſtina was not ungrateful; he omitted 
no circumſtance of feſpect to make her 
amends for the ſacrifice ſhe profeſſed to 


have made him: conſiderable preparations 


were ready, by his order, to receive her 


with all the honours due to her exalted 
41S ö 5 
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rank. Yet the queen made flow approaches 
towards the capital of Italy, being inter- 
rupted by the feſtivity that her preſence 
occaſioned in all the cities ſhe paſſed thro? ; 
triumphal arches were erected in many 
places, adorned with panegyrical inſcrip- 
tions. She made her entry through ae * 
principal cities on horſeback, in the dreſs . 
of an Amazon. her j journey was one con- 
tinued triumph. On perceiving the cu- 
pola of the church of · Loretto, ſhe made ſe - 
veral ſigns of devotion, and diſmounted 
from her horſe, entering the city on foot. 
She was preſent at the celebration of high. 
maſs, and depoſited. a crown and ſceptre, 
enriched with jewels, upon the altar that 
ſupported the image of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
The Pope ſent two cardinal legates à latere, 
with a ſplendid train of coaches and attend · 
ants, to meet her. Chriſtina entered Rome 
on the ninteenth of December, at ſeven in 
: the evening: the proceſſion was illumi- 
nated by an infinite number of flambeaux, 
paſſing through regiments of cavalry drawn 
up to receive the queen, and followed by: 
Jv mulditude, who made the air reſound 


—_—_ with 
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with acclamations,. This entry,  notwith=- 
ſtanding its magnificence, was ſaid to be- 
made incognito; the moſt ſplendid pomp 1 
and ceremony were to be diſplayed in the 2 
public one that was to follow. On Chriſti- 
| na's arrival, ſhe immediately paid her obei- 
fſance to the ſovereign pontiff; after bow-- 1 
= - ing thrice, ſhe kiſſed his ſlipper and his 
hand: this interview was very ſhort. Next ; 
=" the illuſtrious Swede was conducted by A 
Lueas Holſtenius to the Vatican library, 
where ſhe employed herſelf in the exami- nt 
nation of its moſt. rare and valuable trea- 1 9 
fares :- ſhe afterwards made another viſit to 1 
the pope, and received one from his holi- 
neſs. When: the day appointed for the © 
wWlemnity of a public entry was arrived; 1 
Chriſtina made her appearance in an Ama- Wl} 
zonian dreſs, with a plume of feathers in = 
| Her hat, and mounted on a white palfrey. 5 
Erofling the city, ſhe proceeded” to St. Pe- 
ter's church; all the troops were under 8 
arms; the ſtreets were ornamented with tri- "8 
umphal arches, and adorned with tapeſtry, = 
Paintings, garlands, and emblematical de- | 
vices," im allafion to the name and actions If 
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QUEEN: OF SWEDEN. 


of the queen. At proper ire abs 0 
placed bands of muſicians ; the flouriſhes: 


of the trumpets were anſwered by the dif - 


charges of the artillery; whilſt the ladies of 
Rome, ſuperbly dreſſed, and glittering with 
diamonds, were ſeated in an amphitheatre. 
Chriſtina: beheld herſelf honoured like 
the Roman emperors in their triumphs! In 
this manner the pope inſinuated that her 
victory over error was a more glorious at- 
chievement than any of the ancient con- 
queſts over warlike nations. The ſuperior. 
orders of the church waited at the door to 
receive the queen, and led her to the high | 
altar, and from thence to the pope'3 chapel, 
from whoſe hand ſhe received the ſacra- 
ment of confirmation, adding to the name 
of Chriſtina. that of Alexandra. She after- 
wards communicated with the cardinal 
deacons. | 
The ſucceeding Jays were ſo many feſti- 
vals, during which Chriſtina was treated wick 


all imaginable honours. ' The palace of Far- 
neſe was ſumptuouſly decorated for her ha- 


bitation: the pope and the Roman princes 
1 her a great number of magnificent 
| Preſents. 


_ 


158 HISORRY or CHRISTINA, 
preſents and rich equipages; and ſhe 
amuſed herſelf with viewing the moſt cele- 
* brated churches and communities in Rome. 
= Obſerving with attention the famous print-- 
ing office, calculated for twenty-two diffe- 
rent tongues, in the Urban college de pro- 
paganda fide, ſhe ſaw come out "from the 
on rels, prayers offered for her health in eight 
nguages. 
L656) This princeſs oratified' with freſh: 
ardour her taſte for polite literature, ſci-- 
ences, and liberal arts. She invited the 
principal heads of the Roman academies to 
meet once a week at her palace. In theſe 
aſſemblies moral treatiſes and poetical 
pieces were read, and they commonly. 
ended with a concert of muſic : ſhe was fre- 
quently preſent at dramatic entertain ments, 
particularly operas that metaphorically re- 3 
Preſented the moſt brilliant events of her 1 
reign, and extolled the ſacrifice of her crown 
to religion. 
The world was divided in opinion on the 1 
propriety of Chriſtina's conduct; ſhe had a 
great number of admirers, and yet more 1 
cenſurers: theſe latter reproached her with 5 
aban- 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 159 
abandoning the religion of her anceſtors, in 
order to embrace another, from motives of 
levity, and even of intereſt, without appear- 
ing, in her new profeſſion of faith, to be 
more perſuaded of its truth,. more inclined 
to fulfil the engagements of her abjuration, 
or to ſhew any evident ſigns. of converſion. - 
Her inordinate love for the arts and ſei- 
ences was regarded as imbecility: chey 
accounted it criminal to have renounced the 
throne of the great Guſtavus, and, what 
was ſtill more valuable, the power of doing 
good, and being uſeful to her country, in 
order to become a wanderer and a fugitive 
amongſt foreign nations; ſupplicating, in 
ſome degree, the protection and bene- 
factions of their ſovereigns, and ſuffering 
the degradation of receiving from them her 
fortune and n though born 
their equal. 
This is purchaſing at an extravagant 
price indeed, (ſaid they) the frivolous 
pleaſure of beholding the ruins of ancient 
Rome, and the mutilated remains of | 
Greek and Roman induſtry!” | 8 


Chriſtina, 
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- Chriſtina, however, was yet immerſed in 


| the intoxicating charms of novelty, and in 
admiration of thoſe wonders that nature and 
art preſented on every ſide to her obſerva- 
tion. Her time was occupied in viſiting. 

academies and churches; in conſidering the 
beauty of the edifices; in ſeeing collections 

of pictures by the greateſt maſters, and in 


admiring thoſe maſter- pieces of genius of 5 


the modern fculptors, as well as the antique 
ſtatues. A ſtatue of Truth, by Bernini 
drew her attention: ſhe cned out ſeveral 


times, in examining its beauties, O la 
bella coſa” A cardinal, who was preſent, 7 


faid to her on this occaſion, Madam, it 

*© may very juſtly be affirmed, that no ſo. 
vereign ever was ſo fond'of truth as your 
«© majeſty? Ihe reaſon of that is, 


« (anſwered the queen) becauſe all truths 


« are not ſo ſmoothly poliſhed as this 
% marble.” Cardinal Colonna was one of 


the. moſt aſſiduous courtiers at the queen's 


levee; he was importunate in his viſits 
and praiſes of her uncommon: accompliſh- 
ments, till, by degrees, he fell deſperately 


Þ love, and even declared his 3 


Chriſt na na. 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 161 
Chriſtina turned her inamorato into ridi- 
cule; and his holineſs commanded. the car- 
dinal to withdraw his attendance, telling 
him this princeſs did not come to Rome 
to be ſcandalized. Her court was at firſt 


almoſt entirely compoſed of Spaniards, but 


| ſhe inſenſibly began to favour the French 


and Italians, and to chuſe her officers from 
among them. The Spaniards, offended at 
this preference, ſuffered their jealouſy to 
break out in diſreſpectful reflections on her 
majeſty's conduct. Chriſtina teſtified her 
diſpleaſure at this preſumption, and threa- 


tened to do herſelf juſtiee, if it was refuſed 
her, elſewhere. The pope, on receiving 
information of theſe broils, put an end to 


them, by declaring, that he ſhould conſi- 
der the ſmalleſt offences the queen had 
eauſe to complain of, as injuries done ti to 
his own perſon. . 
About this time a conſoitary was diſco: 
vered, which menaced Rome with a revo- 
lution. The conſpirators were chiefly Spa- 
niards; and if the relation given by the au- 


| thor of the Turkiſh Spy 18 authentic, they 


intended to ſet the city on fire, ſeize the 
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"2x62 HISTORY. or CHRISTINA, . 
pope and the queen, and murder the Por- 


tugueſe ambaſſador. Many of the ſeditious 
were impriſoned and puniſhed. Chriſtina 
had a fit of illneſs, which was attributed to 
her uneaſineſs in nee, of theſe dil. 
- turbances. 8 

Defire of univerſal e e being the 


ruling paſſion of our 1 Amazon, 


the took the advantage of a contagion that 
appeared in Rome, as a pretext for travel- 


ling into France. Sweden was now nen- 


gaged in open war with the Poles: her king 
ſupported the glory of the crown by the re · 
putation of his victories; but theſe mili - 
tary; exploits abſorbed all the national funds, 


and prevented the punctual remittance of 


the queen's revenues: the ſenate; and all. 
the orders of the ſtate, but eſpecially the 
—— exclaimed loudly againſt her abſence 
and change of religion. Since this prin- 
* ceſs renounces us (ſaid they) what right 
„ has the to expect we ſhould ſupply her 
* expences ?” 

. Chriſtina was neceſſitated to pawn ! her 
jewels for ten thouſand ducats. After 
0 leave of the pope, and receiving his 


bene- 3 


* 
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benediction, ſhe departed, on horſeback, 


promiſing to return again to Rome, which 


the regarded as her adopted country. She 
was accompanied to Civita Vecchia by ſeve- 
ral cardinals, and a numerous. retinue ; 


there ſhe embarked on board a galley that 


the pope had appointed for her accommo- 


dation, attended by three other ſmall vel-. 
ſels. She was not permitted to land at 
Genoa, becauſe a report already prevailed 
that the peſtilence was at Rome; the re- 


public, however, ſent magnificent HONED | 
- on board her galley. 


At length the queen arrived at Mars 


ſeilles, not without fear of being attacked 
by ſome Turkiſh rovers, who were cruiſing 


in thoſe ſeas. The duke of Guiſe, who-was: 


a magnificent prince, and a moſt agreeable 


courtier, came, by order of the king of 
France, to receive and accompany this il- 


luſtrious ſtranger through. his dominions: 
She was complimented with addreſſes and 
grand entertainments by all the cities in her 


progreſs; the governors preſenting their 


keys, ſeating her under a canopy of ſtate, 
- whillt the * officers, and magiſtrates, 
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"x64 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, *' 
paid their reſpects. She ſtayed nine days at 
Lyons, and arrived at Fontainebleau on the 
fourth of September. Madame de Mont- 
penſier, daughter of Gaſton d'Orleans, the 


brother of Lewis XIII. requeſted the: 
king's permiſſion, although ſhe was ther 
in exile, to meet the queen of Sweden. 
Let us hear her own recital of this inter- 
view: I came to Eſſone— The queen was. 
* at a ball at Anſclin's.—I had heard fo 
„ much about her whimſical manner of 


& drefling, that I was terrified to death 


« Teſt I ſhould laugh when I ſaw her. 


«© As they were calling out, Make way, 
and conducting me to a feat, I perceived 
her; ſhe ſurpriſed me, but not in a man- 


ener to excite laughter. Her dreſs was a 
grey petticoat, trimmed with gold and 
e filyer lace; a flame coloured camblet 


jacket, trimmed in the ſame taſte; a Ge- 


« neya- point handkerchief, tied with a 


flame coloured ribband; a flaxen wig, 


« turned in a puff behind, as the ladies 


b wear their hair; and a hat, with a black 


* feather, in her hand: her complexion is 


fair; her eyes blue; ſometimes there 1s a 


« ſweet- 
- 


— 
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E ſweetneſs in them, at other times they _ 
< are fierce and diſdainful; her mouth, | 
though wide, is pleaſing enough; her 18 
e teeth fine; her noſe large and aquiline 
<« ſhe is remarkably low, and her jacket 
<< conceals the defects of her ſhape : upon 18 
« the whole, I ſhould have taken her for A 
« a pretty little boy. When the ball was 1 
* ended we went to the play: there ſhe A 
| aſtoniſhed me indeed! for, in commend- 4 
ing ſuch paſſages, as pleaſed her, ſhe i 
ſwore by her Maker; laid herſelf along i 
in her ſeat, toſſing her legs from one fide } 
te to the other, even over the arms of the 
« chair, repeating thoſe verſes ſhe liked — 
« the beſt, She talked upon a variety ß 
« ſubjects, and her converſation had an i 
« agreeable turn: in an inſtant ſhe would 1 
be plunged in a profound reverie, pour * 
= « forth heavy ſighs, and then as ſuddenly 1 
'l « recolle& herſelf, like a perſon recovering iq 
from a ſwoon : ſhe is altogether a very 
| & extraordinary woman, After the play 
'Y « we were entertained with fireworks 
; played off upon the water: ſhe leaned- 
on my arm during this amuſement; and 
RED „ ſome 
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* 266 HISTORY oz CHRISTINA, . 
<« ſome of the rockets falling very near us, 
J was frightened; but ſhe bantered me, 
< and ſaid, Can jt be poſſible that a 
c lady, who on particular occaſions has 1 

* performed ſuch gallant actions, ſhould i 
'< be afraid of a rocket? I anſwered, that 
I was only brave on particular occaſions, 
and thought no more could be expected 
from me. She owned the — 
s inclination ſhe had in the world was to 
<« ſeea battle, and ſhe ſhould never reſt till 
« jt was gratified : that, of all men, ſhe 
e .envied the prince of Conde-for the fame 
. of his exploits; adding, He is your 
« good friend?” 1 anferered, «TS, 
Madam, and my very near relation.” 
4 He is the greateſt hero of the age, con- 7 
& tinued ſhe; his enemies cannot rob him 7 
c of that character. 12 4 
Whilſt Chriſtina was at Fontainebleau, 
| &veral ladies of the court came to viſit her, 
and advanced to ſalute her: the queen, a 4 
ttle offended with their familiarity, ſhewed \ 
her, reſentment by ſaying, What has 
« poſſeſſed theſe ladies with ſuch a paſſion * 
et 5 for Fore © me? Is it becauſe they think 
. © I | 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 167 
J reſemble a man?“ The higheſt ho- 
nours were paid this princeſs during her 
reſidence in France; honours equal to 
5 thoſe the emperor Charles V. formerly re- 
1 ceived. She entered the capital on horſe- 
5 back, in the Amazon ſtile; part of the 
royal houſhold troops, the militia, and other 


I military forces of the city, were under 
* arms, and many of the nobility followed in 


ſumptuous equip age. 
Deafened with popular applauſe, and at- 

tended by a ſplendid train, ſhe arrived at 
the church of Notre Dame, where Te Deum 
was ſung: from thence ſhe was prevailed 
upon to proceed to the Louvre, in an open 
car, and was conducted into the ſtate apart 
ment, adorned, on this occaſion, with all 
the orna nental furniture belonging to the 
crown. The queen of |.ngland, the nobi- 
lity, clergy, the univerſity, (1) and the 


— — 


#8 
* 


— — 


(1) M. Le Camus, rector of the univerſity, compofed 
a poem in houour of this queen, which met with 
great applauſe: the two following lines were prin- 
Cipally taken notice of, alluding to her abode at 
Rome, and her title of queen of the Goths : f 
Te fatis antiquæ tenuerunt meenia Rome, 
Rnderaque ultores orhis teſtantia Gothos. 


French 
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168 HISTORY or CHRISTINA. 
French academy, paid her their compli- 
ments: Chriſtina anſwered them immedi- 
ately with ſpirit and dignity. Several of 
her anſwers, which were quite unpremedi- 
tated, have been publiſhed. A doctor of 
divinity, atthe head of his pupils, addreſſed 
his compliments in theſe remarkable words: 
« Suecia te Cbriſtinam fecit; Roma Chriſtia- 
t nam; faciat te Gallia Chriſtianiſimam 
« Sweden called you Chriſtina; Rome 
t made you a Chriſtian; may France be- 
-& ſtow on you the title of Moſt Chriſtian \” 
This was undoubtedly the moſt flattering 
wiſh he could have formed, and its accom- 
-- pliſhment had been the higheſt gratification 
to her ambition: but it was very impro- 
bable that a young monarch of nineteen 
years of age, the handſomeſt man in his 
kingdom, ſhould conceive a paſſion for a 
| foreign princeſs, where the diſparity of 
1 years was ſo great, and ſ little ſimilitude 
12 te manners, the graces of perſon, or 
Ell turn of ſentiment! All men of literary re- 
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XR IE had very eaſy acceſs to Chriſtina, ; 
who was not diſpleaſed with making an o. 
tentatious _—_ her talents and acquire- | 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 16g 
ments in knowledge: She converſed with 
every particular perſon on the ſubje&'of his 
own writings. Monſieur Menage was maſ⸗ 
ter of the ceremonies, introducing ſuch 
men of diſtinction as came to wait on her: 
he never failed, in preſenting every one, to 
add, „This is Mr. ſuch-a-one, a man of 
„ merit!” One day her majeſty, fatigued 
\ with theſe viſits, ſaid, with an air of cha- 
% - grin, © There is no end of the men of 
« merit of this Monſieur Menage's ac- 
« quaintance !” She was perfectly verſed _ 
in the hiſtory of all the great families of 
France, their remarkable actions, and their 
arms. The intrigues of the court, and thoſe 
of the young nobility, amuſed her; and it 
afforded her entertainment to recite occa- 
ſionally many ſecret anecdotes, of a nature 
it would have. ſhewn greater delicacy to be 
ignorant of. The names of all encouragers 
of the polite arts were familiar to her. 
When any nobleman was introduced, ſhe 
3 talked with him on things which concerned 
1 him perſonally; reminding the duke of 
Liancourt, and the marquis of Sourdis, for 


. wo of the capital pictures in their 
I col- 
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collection. The court was unacquainted 
with a remarkable antique agate of ineſti- 
mable value, which the queen was defirous 1 
to ſee, and drew a ſketch of; by this means, i 
after ſtrict ſearch, it was found at St. 
Denis's, where it ſtill remains among the by 
riches of the treaſury. Her knowledge was 
o extenlive that all who heard her ſpeak 
were aſtohiſhed: She underſtood every 
thing. At Paris ſhe ſaw all that was curi- 
ons in the churches, palaces, cabinets, and 
Hbraries ; and often frequented the aſ- 3 
ſemblies of men of letters. Hearing there | 
Was one of this kind at the duke of Guiſe's, 
ſhe deſired to be admitted: Gilbert, this = 
queen's envoy in France, read /a comedy = 
there, of her own compoſition ; the dia- 
 Jogue was rathe? free; and Chapelain, au- 
thor of La Pucelle. a poem then much in 
vogue, being aſked his opinion of this 
piece, blamed its licentiouſneſs. The queen 
queſtioned Menage, who was preſent, what 
he thought of it? This learned writer pe- 
netrated her ſentiments, and, in order to 
7 pleaſe her, beſtowed unlimited praiſes on 
the- + the queen replied, « I am 
3 vaſtly 


1 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 17 
vaſtly delighted that this play is 2 
« to your taſte; your opinion carries ſome - 
<« weight with it; but that Monfieur Chape- 
00 Pg is but a poor creature! he would 
« have every thing wrote in the ſtyle of La 
% Pucelie.” The queen of Sweden, before 
ſhe quitted Paris, was deſirous of leaving a 


* 
a 


c 


good impreſſion of her faith; ſhe therefore 


requeſted a biſnop might be appointed to 
her confeſſion. M. d' Amiens was intro- 
duced into her cabinet for this duty: ſhe 
fell on her knees before the prelate, fixing 


her eyes immoveably on his face; which 


occaſioned his faying, ſhe confeſſed very 
devoutly ; that he was charmed with her 
ſentiments, but ſcandalized by her mien. 
She likewiſe received the ſacrament at 
Notre Dame, from the hands of the arch- 


biſhop of Bourges; ſtanding up and chats 8 


ting the whole time of maſs: ſo that the 
piety of this new catholic did not appear to 


be very fervent. 


The queen ſet out for Compiegne, where 
the court then was. Cardinal Mazarin, 
the prime miniſter, had conceived a very 
high idea of this princeſs, which influenced 


12 him 
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»Was talking with the king and Monſieur. 
After this, ſhe diſcourſed a long while with 
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him to. procure her all the honours and 
pleaſures ſhe could poſſibly be entertained 


With during her ſtay in France: he went 


himſelf to meet her, and dined. with her at 


| Ohantilly. The king and Mon/eur his 


brother came there unexpectedly in the af- 


ternoon: they were impatient to ſee this 
royal ſtranger, of whom they had heard 
ſuch a variety of oppoſite reports: chuſing 
tor main unnoticed, they entered the 


queen's apartment by a private door, and 


mingled 1 in the croud that ſurrounded her 


and the cardinal. He perceived, and pre- 
ſented them to her majeſty, under the cha- 
racter of two young lords'of the firſt family 


| in France. Chriſtina, who had ſeen their 


Portraits at the Louvre, diſcovered them, 


and faid, Jaughing, Tes, I really believe 


them ſprung from a noble race, and born 
« to inherit crowns!” She no longer heſi- 
tated to addreſs them by the appellation of 
brother. The cardinal ſaid it was a diffi- 
cult taſk to deceive her, and confeſſed ſhe 


Louis XIV. and had the art to render her 


con- 
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converſation agreeable to a monarch who. 
ſpoke a great deal himſelf with eaſy free- 
dom, though he was yet at a timid age. 
He returned with Monſieur to Compiegne 
in the evening: and the next day the queen- 
dowager, the king, and the whole court, 
ſet out to meet Chriſtina, and watted to re- 
ceive her at Fay, a fine ſeat of the marſhal 
de la Motte-Houdancourt's, three leagues, 
from Compiegne. | Their majeſties, "the 
princes, and ladies of rank, ſeated them- 
felves on an elevated terraſs; the ave- 
nues to the caſtle were lined with the king's 
houſhold and a train of ſumptuous equi- 
pages; whilſt a prodigious concourſe of 
ſpectators enlivened the ſcene, and the 
whole appearance proclaimed the magnifi- 
cent pleaſures of a flouriſhing ſtate. The 
queen of Sweden, accompanied by the 
duke of Guiſe and cardinal Mazarin, at- 
rived in a triumphant manner, advancing 
to the ſound of martial muſic. Ladies were 
ſeldom ſeen in her parties: I do not love 
e the men (ſaid ſhe) becauſe they are men, 
but becauſe they are not women!” _ 
On alighting from her coach, the queen- 
dowager ſtepped forward to receive her, 
ME: - | the 


17 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 7 


the king preſenting his hand to lead her 
into theapartment prepared toentertain her. 


Their majeſties and Monſieur fat down at 


table: Chriſtina talked a great deal; and 


51 the delicacy of her wit was univerſally ad- 


mired ; but the ſingularity of her a pparel, 


the negligence of her head-dreſs, and that 


aſſured air of freedom, with manners aſ- 
toniſhing, at the firſt appearance, did not 
Prejudice any perſon in her behalf; yet, 


when cuſtom had familiarized theſe parti- 


cularities, ſhe inſenſibly became agreeable, 
and the graceful caſe of her converſation 
ſoon conciliated every ſuffrage in her fa- 
your. This was the impreſſion that the 
queen-dowager and mademoiſclle de Mont- 


penſier both acknowledged this illuſ- 


vous ſtranger made upon them. Chriſti- 


na ſhewed particular civilities, and made 


profeſſions of friendſhip to mademoiſelle 


Mancini, niece to cardinal Mazarin, know- 
ing how much this lady was beloved by 
Louis XIV. She even flattered his paſſion, 
and perſuaded him not to reſiſt his inclina- 
tion to make her the partner of his crown ; 
telling them both, She would be the 


- « confidant of their amour; and, that if 
they 
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they truly loved each other, it was beſt 


* to marry.” Such advice was diſpleaſing 
to the regent and the cardinal, and contri- 
buted to make them haſten the departure 
of a queen who delivered her emen 
with too much frankneſs. 
Notwithſtanding this determination, chich 
procured her every ſpecies of amulement 


during her ſtay ; amongſt others, an Italian 


comedy, which ſhe ingenuoully declared to 


be a very wretched performance: they told 


her that theſe players generally performed 


in a better manner; That muſt certainly 


be true, (replied ſhe) ſince they are ſut- 
« fered to act.“ She diſcovered great ſen- 


Gbility at the repreſentation of a French 


tragedy ; breaking into exclamations of 


tranſport or grief, ſighing deeply; and 


at length was ſo far loſt in meditation, 
that the queen-dowager ſpoke to her, but 
could not draw her attention. Grand hunt- 
ing parties were among the diverſions in 
which Chriſtina ſignalized her fkill.. The 
king's officers conſtantly attended her, for 
it was neceſſary the court ſnould ſupply all 
her deficlencies; deſtitute of female at- 
tendants, ſtate officers, equipages, and mo- 


, „ was 
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| Ney, herſelf alone compoſed her court! 
She might be compared to thoſe heroines 
in Amadis de Gaul, who recounted great ad- 
- ventures, but whoſe train and appear- 
ance were bad heralds of their noble 
birth, or the celebrity of their actions. 
Ihe inſinuating praiſes with which ſhe flat- 
tered the queen-mother, the king, and the 
cardinal, were proofs of her addreſs. She 
poſſeſſed the art of mingling encomiums 
and criticiſms with the moſt refined deli- 
- -*  cacy; never ſparing in her public diſcourſe 
- thoſe perſons who had ridiculed her in pri- 
vate. | 
On the twenty- third of September me 
left Compiegne, and was conducted two 
leagues from thence by the queen- mother: 
Theſe princeſſes ſeemed to ſeparate with 
regret. In paſſing near Senlis, Chriſtina 
paid a viſit to Ni on de VEnclos, that 
courtezan ſo celebrated for her beauty and 
her gallantry, but ſtill more for the allure- 
ments of her wit, and extenſive knowledge 
and taſte in polite literature. The queen 
was charmed with the converſation of Ni- 


non, beſtowed the higheſt compliments on 1 
her AE on OR more ef- + . 
8 . teem | 


QUEEN or SWEDEN. | 7 
teem for her than ſhe had ever done for any 
of her own ſex; made her ſome preſents, 


and even took pains in perſuading her to 
follow her to Rome : but Ninon, naturally 

neither intereſted nor ambitious, was too 
much addicted to gallantry, and too much 


in love with liberty, to agree to ſuch a pro- 


poſal: ſhe was ſenſible of the value of the 


ſacrifice the queen required, and remained. 


inflexible to all her lolicitations: and a 
miles. | 


(1657) Chriſtina now quitted France, : 


where ſhe left a train of admirers of her wit. 
and learning, as well as of her elevation of 
| ſoul, and frankneſs of character. They re- 


garded her as a heroine, the worthy daugh- 


ter of Guſtayus, and even ſuperior to the 
fame ariſing from the glory of her reign, 


her culture of the ſciences, and the diſin- 


tereſtedneſs of her conduct. Yet, if any 
credit is to be given to the memoirs of the 
counteſs d Aunoy, She had not the leaſt 


« reſemblance of a woman, not even com- 


« mon modefty ; chuſing to be waited on 
by men at all hours; affecting a maſculine 
appearance in all her actions; laughing 
immoderately when any thing diverted 


1 3 x *. her, 


e ee 


178 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, © 
her, and being extravagantly loud in her 
"2p as well as lamentations : in com- 
<- pany ſhe would frequently ſing, and ap- 
20 Pear quite abſent: there was fomerhing 
I unequal, rough, and even libertine in 
«- her converſation on religious as well as 9 
e polite topicks: : 2 perpetual reſtleflneſs | | 
made it impoſſible for her to continue 1 
<-Jong i in the ſame place. When the king 
and queen, and all the court, were pre- 
« ſent, ſhe could not forbear fitting in is 
very unbecoming attitudes. She pro- I 
feſſed to deſpiſe all her own ſex for their # 
_ © ignorance, and delighted to talk with the 
© * men on every kind of ſubjea.” ö 
Such particulars, joined to the forego- 
: ing, form a character ſo entirely ſingular as 
zs not to be paralleled in hiſtory. Notwith- , 
| Kanding theſe imperfections, all the princes 
who Ste this illuſtrious traveller into 
their territories, were eager to entertain her 
in the molt ſplendid manner. The duke 
of Savoy no ſooner heard of her intended 
journey to Turin, than he erected trophies, 
crouded with emblems and inſcriptions, to 
her glory: : her entrance into this city was 
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4 freſh triumph added to the former. She 
| reſted in ſome of the eccleſiaſtical cities, 
principally at Peſaro, till the apprehenſions 


ſipated, and then returned to that capital. 


ſtrongly attached by eſteem and inelina- 


can dictate; ſhe praiſes laviſhly her beauty 
and merit, giving them the preference, to 


world. The counteſs never would leave 


loved, and made a brilliant appearance: 
ſhe was too well acquainted with her illaſ- 


ner of life. 
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of the peſtilence at Rome were entirely diſ- 


Chriſtina often wiſhed to have the coun- 
teſs of Sparre, according to her own ex- 
preſſion, a witneſs of her felicity : ſhe was 
the woman to whom the queen was moſt 


tion: every. letter that ſhe writes to her is 
filled with thoſe expreſſions the heart alone 
all ſhe has ever ſeen, of moſt amiable in the 


Sweden, her native land, where ſhe was be- 


trious friend, imprudently to reſign herſelf 
to the inconſtancy of her humour and man- 


Thoſe pleaſures and honours enjoyed by 


Chriſtina. during her reſidence in France, 


gave rife to a deſire of viſiting that king- / | 


dom once more: the pretext was her cu- 
METS a hows.” 
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rioſity to be preſent at a ball where the 
King was to dance; but it was ſuſpected 
the was to act in a more exalted ſphere, 


by becoming the mediatrix between France 


and Spain, in order to eſtabliſn a peace by 
her negotiations. Far from ſhewing any 


o 


_- oppoſition to her return, the king, the 


queen, and cardinal Mazarin, preſſed her 

t to defer it. Accordingly, on the fif- 
teenth of October ſhe arrived at Fontaine- 
5 bleau, with an equipage little more ſumptu- 


ous than her ordinary one, and a very in- 
conſiderable retinue ; her dreſs likewiſe was 


much more neglected than at her firſt ap- 
| pearance. I met her (ſays Mademoiſelle 


de Montpealier) in a very ſhabby coach, 


e attended by the chevalier Sentinelli, her 


e maſter of the horſe, and Monaldeſchi, her 
40 grand equerry: ſhe was dreſſed in an 


0 exceeding dirty yellow petticoat, with a 
jacket worn quite thread-bare, and a 


s ce cap. 1 thought her now as ugly as ſhe 


had appeared pretty to me the firſt time 


« ] ſaw her.” There had been a kind of 
rivalry. and competition betwixt the 
n 8 maſter of the horſe and her grand 


n 8 equerry. 
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equerry. Monaldeſchi had been guilty of 


| ſome treaſonable meaſures towards his miſ- 
treſs, and was the ſecret contriver of a plot, 
the odium of which he wanted to fall on - 
the abſent officer. It muſt undoubtedly - 
be the chevalier Sentinelli, who was then 
in Italy; but ſome letters falling into 
brandy s hands, occaſioned her making 
ſuch ſtrict enquiries as left her no room to 
doubt of the perfidy of her grand equerry: 
after acquiring all the proofs neceſſary to 
confirm his guilt, and convict him of his 
crime, ſhe diſſembled ſome time longer; 
= ſeated herſelf, in travelling, oppoſite 
to Monaldeſchi, without teſtifying any 
marks of ſuſpicion or diſtruſt ; ſeeming 
rather to correſpond with him in ſentiments, 
and to impute the treaſon which had raiſed 
her indignation to the abſent officer. Mo- 
naldeſchi had once the audacity to ſay, 
Madam, your majeſty has been betrayed, 
and you know the guilty perſon !” The 
queen aſked him, © What puniſhment he 
„thought that perſon deſerved ?? * He 
« deſerves inſtant death, (anſwered he) and 


« am ready, if called upon, to be his exe» . 
« cutionerP® _ 


— 
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cutioner !“ It is you yourfelf (replied 
«© the queen) who have pronounced his 
« ſentence; remember it well; I declare 
to you, I will very ſpeedily do myſelf 


___ + « Juſtice!” The truth was, ſhe choſe to 


' defer no longer the puniſhment of the 
wretch who. had offended ; apprehending 
he might diſcover her thoughts, and efcape 
from her © ..geance. She therefore, on the 
fixth of November 1657, ſent to defire to 
' peak with father Le Bel, ſuperior of the 
- convent of the Trinity at Fontainebleau. 
He publiſhed a relation of this affair, from. 
which 1 extract what follows: Chriſtina 
e retired with that prelate into the Gallery 
«of Stags, where, after requiring ſecrecy, 
« and receiving his 'oath, ſhe entruſted. 
„ him with a ſealed pacquet of papers, 
* without any ſuperſcription : ++ Obſerve 
« particularly, ſaid ſhe, the time, the day, 
« the hour, and place of my delivering this 
0. pacquet into your hands. Tou may 
„ gepart.”” 
On Saturday the tenth of the "I 
% month Father Le Bel was ſent for again, 
2 Soy * with him the pacquet: a 
« tootman 


8 er 
2 * 
1 
3 
1 
8 
1 
1 
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* 
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of voice, Return. me the pacquet of 


5660 


«6 
cc 


footman conducted him into the Gallery 
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of Stags, and inſtantly ſhut the door upon 
him. He ſaw the queen in the middle of 
the gallery, talking apart with the mar- 
quis de Monaldeſchi; three other perſons 


ſtood at ſome diſtance. On perceiving 


the father, ſhe ſaid, in a pretty loud tone 


papers? She took it, examined it ſome 
time without ſpeaking a word, and at 
laſt broke it open ; then unfolding the 
letters it contained, ſhe ſaid to the mar- 
quis, © Are you acquainted with theſe 
letters? anſwer me!“ 

The grand equerry, turning pale, with 
a faultering accent, declared he was not. 
Theſe letters being only copies, and her 
majeſty obſerving they were inſufficient 
evidences of his treaſon to bring him to 
confeſſion, drew from her pocket the 
originals, in Monaldeſchrs own hand- 
writing. He yet endeavoured at evaſion, 
but the proofs became ſo clear and com- 


pleat, that he tell on his knees and 


begged for mercy. The three perſons 
now advanced with drawnſ words, headed 


by by 


. r 
- 
: * 
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by the maſter of the horſe, that very Sen- 
s tinelli whom the grand equerry had tried 
to ruin. Monaldeſchi kiſſed the queen's 
robe, and, melting into tears, eſſayed to 
% move her compaſſion. Chriſtina- looked 
s earneſtly upon him, and liſtened to his 


« fupplications with an air of tranquility ; 


«then approaching towards the ſuperior, 


« ſhe ſaid, Father, ſee, and bear witneſs 
«* that I allow this traytor all the time he 
« requeſts, to juſtify himſelf, if he can, 


and more than he has reaſon to expect 


from an injured ſovereign.” 
The marquis returned the queen ſome 
papers and ſmall keys that ſhe demand- - 


«ed; ſhe ſhll continued the converſation 


% above an hour; but finding all his ex- 
« cuſes unſatisfactory, ſhe withdrew, ſay- 


ing to father Le Bel, as ſhe retired, «I 


« leave this man to you; prepare him for - 


death, and take care of his ſoul” In 
e yain they entreated and conjured her to 
| & pardon this wretched object of her wrath ; 
| ſhe remained inflexible. This traytor, 
44 ſaid ſhe, is agreater criminal thanthoſe who 
are condemned to the wheel: I have 


* com- 


_ 
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-** communicated to him my moſt impor- 
te tant affairs, my moſt ſecret thoughts 
6 The favours I have beſtowed on him, ex- 
* ceed thoſe I ſhould have granted to a 
& brother ; I regarded him as ſuch? I can- 
e not pardon him; let him die! * Fa- 
<«</ther: Le- Bel, having ineffectually at- 
t tempted to move her by religious mo- 
c tives, repreſented to her the impropriety 
of doing herſelf juſtice in the dominions 
« of the king of France; and even in his 
« very palace: that ſuch a ſtep muſt highly 
offend his majeſty, and would be con- 
* ſtrued by the public an act of cruelty 
e and injuſtice : that if ſhe was determined 
eon vengeance, it appeared more con- 
« formable to decency, to deliver the guilty 
« perſon into the hands of juſtice, and to 
c ſuffer him to be condemned by a lawful 
* proceſs. Chriſtina anſwered to theſe. 
<« preſſing remonſtrances, that ſhe derived 
„ her authority from God, and was ac- 
4 countable to him alone for her actions; 
1 <« that ſhe was an independent ſovereign; 
„ am not, added ſhe, a princeſs who flies 
F for refuge to the court of the king of 


ce France; 


Fd 
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France; I have a monarch's right over 
my own ſubjects, and will not ſolicit the 


< courts of judicature to puniſh a criminal 
« domeſtic when I have demonſtrations of 
« his guilt before my eyes, written and 
* ſigned with his own hand. Go— fulfil 
« your miniſtry in preparing him for death.“ 
ITbde difficulty of the undertaking, andthe 
< hoiſe ſuch an execution would make in 
*© the palace of a monarth remarkably jea- 
- « Jous of his privileges, were perhaps ex- 
«* citements to the queen to precipitate the 

« ſentence of death on her grand equerry. 
Father Le Bel, finding it impoſſible to get 
away, returned from Chriſtina's apartment 
to the Gallery of Stags, to acquaint the 
t marquis that his fate was determined 
he confeſſed him: when that ceremony 
* was ended, the queen's almoner appeared. 
The condemned marquis ran towards 
« him, graſping his hands, which he moiſt- 
' * ened with his tears, and beſeeching him 
* to intercede once more in his favour. 
The almoner carried back with him the 

« chief of the three perſons who had the 
A charge of the execution. Preſently this 
#7 | c « laſt 
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« laſt returned alone, and faid to Mo- 


e naldeſchi, Make your peace with God; 
« for you muſt die: Have you been.con- 
6 fied; ?” Ar the ſame time he aimed a 


« ſtroke at his breaſt: the marquis, in parry- 


sing it with his right hand, had three of 
his fingers cut: a coat of mail he wore - 
„ defended him a while, but at length 


e they plunged their ſwords in his throat, 


&« and he expired. Chriſtina teſtified ſome. 


« regret for having been conſtrained to put 
« him to death; But it was an act of 


« juſtice, ſaid ſhe, to puniſh this traytor for 


“his crime,” She ſent an hundred franks 


„to the college of the Trinity, ordered 


„ prayers and a maſs to be ſolemnized for 


the unfortunate Monaldeſchi, and had RE” 


„ him buried in that church.” 


In France this a& of authority appeared 
too cruel and precipitate, particularly when 


' conſidered as the work of a woman. The 


king did not complain, though he had great 
cauſe. The queſtion at that time very 
ſtrongly debated was, whether, having ab- 
dicated the throne of Sweden, and being in 
the dominions and 7 of another ſove- 


reigns | 


f 
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reign, ſhe had any legitimate right and 
title to take away the life of a criminal do- 
meſtic by her own authority. Each fide 
had its defenders and partizans. It is, how- 
ever, apparent to unprejudiced reaſon, that 
this arbitrary proceeding was an equal vio- 
lation of the king of F rance's privileges, 
of the rights of mankind, of juſtice, and of 
humanity. We are ignorant of the circum- 
© ſtances of Monaldeſchi's offence : ſome re- 
ports ſay he betrayed the actions and deſigns of 
his miſtreſs, and held diſcourſes injurious to 
her honour; others go farther, and alledge, 
that Chriſtina's a een favoured Mo- 
naldeſchi, and that he had piqued her jea- 
louſy, and merited her indignation by fa- 
crificing her to another lady, and by writing 
letters wherein the queen's conduct was un- 


1 | | generouſly expoſed. 


Such a ſcene of horror, in a court where 
all around breathed gallantry and pleaſure, 
was greatly injurious to the character 
of Chriſtina. The king requeſted ſhe 
would not remove from Fontainebleau, 
and left her to reſide there in a kind of ba- 
| niſhment, — deſerted, almoſt inſtan- 


tancouſly, 
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c taneouſly, ſhe clearly perceived the curioſity 
| ſhe had excited was ſatisfied, and that her 
preſence was become importunate : this ob- 
| ſervation diſpoſed her for a voyage to Eng- 
land, but ſhe wiſhed to receive an invitation 
from Cromwell. To compaſs this deſign, 
ſhe ſent over her ſecretary Madalſchi : the 
Protector did not ſeem inclined to an in- 
terview: he dreaded the expence of ſuch a 
viſit, and dreaded {till more expoſing his 


conduct to the penetrating eyes of a princeſs 


who delighted in unravelling the myſteries 
of politics. 


Chriſtina went to Paris to be preſent at a | 
ball, where the king was to dance. She 


was lodged in cardinal Mazarin's apart- 


ment in the Louvre, and conjeQured her | 
abode there would not be long, ſince the 


prime, miniſter had removed her from her 
former apartment into one very ſmall and 
Inconvenient. The diverſions of the carni- 
val, animated by the preſence and youth of 


the king, were lively and various: Chriſti- 


na engaged in them with eagerneſs. One 
morning ſhe ſent the French academy word 
ſhe intended to be preſent at their meeting 
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that evening; accordinglyſhe went, accom: 5 
poanied by the counteſs de Bregis, without i. 
parade, or giving the uſual notice to the [2 
company to prepare for her reception. 
The academy then met at the houſe of her 
friend the chancellor Seguier, ' and the 
queen ſecretly enquired of him in what 
manner the academicians would appear in 3 
her preſence ; Whether they would fit or => | 
| ſtand ? One of the ſociety having ben 
conſulted on this point, ſaid that Charles 
the IXth came often from Ronſard to hear 1 
the conferences of the literati, and that the | 
company was always ſeated in his preſence : 
this anſwer decided the queſtion. The 
queen having placed herſelf in 4 chair, the 
members, without waiting for her com- 
mand, ſeated themſelves at a long table. 
M. de la Chambre, in the name of the aca- 
demy, of which he was preſident, addreſſed” 
a complimentary oration to her majeſty : 
ſeveral of the academicians gratified their 
ſelf. love by producing different pieces of 
their own compoſition, in verſe and proſe : 
the Abbe Cottin was one of the company, 
and read mn in verſe, of two paſ- 
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eſteem and admiration ſhe had acquired in 
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fages from Lucretius, to which he 2 
twenty very ſorry lines of his own, to de- 
fend Providence from the attack made 
upon it in the elegant verſes of the Latin 
poct! 

The academy was chen employed i in di- 
geſting a dictionary; and deſirous to ſhew 
the queen ſome ſpecimens of their work, 


chance preſented this ſentence, © The ſar- 


<« caſms of princes are only pleaſing to thoſe 


who make them.” This princeſs was the 


firſt to ſay ſomething diverting on a pro- 
verb where her own reſemblance was 0 | 


very ſtriking. 


The queen-mother became anxious for 
Chriſtina's ſpeedy departure; it was im- 
poſſible to defer it longer; ſhe therefore 
quitted Paris in the beginning of Lent, 


and embarked at Toulon for Italy. Car- 


dinal Mazarin inſiſted on her acceptance of 


a conſiderable ſum of money, and was like- 


wiſe ſo generous as to order magnificent 


Preparations to accommodate her in his pa- 


lace at Rome. The queen, in her ſecond 
journey to France, loſt a great ſhare of that 


the 
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the firſt. The French could not pardon the 


cruel murder of Monaldeſchi; they blamed 
the licentiouſneſs of her manners and con- 


verſation, and cenſured her levity and in- 
ſtability. Though ſhe commonly ſhunned 
the company of women, yet ſhe could not 
avoid being captivated with the merit of the 
marchionels de Ganges, the counteſs de 
Bregis, and the counteſs de la Suze : ſhe 
contracted a degree of intimacy with the 
latter lady, in whom ſhe diſcovered a ſimi- 
larity of underſtanding, taſte, and pro- 
penfities to her own. 


The counteſs of Suze, daughter of Gaſ- 


par de Coligni, marſhal of France, was born 


a proteſtant : ſhe enibraced the Roman 


Catholic religion, leſs from a motive of de- 
votion, than to have a pretence for parting 
from her husband, who was a Proteſtant, 
and for whom ſhe had an invincible abhor- 
' rence; which made the queen of Sweden 
fay, « The counteſs of Suze became a Ca- 
e tholic that ſhe might neither meet her 

« husband in this world nor the next!” 
Chriſtina ſtopped at Leghorn, where ſhe 
was {till treated with the reſpect due to a 
crowned 


—\ 
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cfowned head. When ſhe drew near the 
gates of Rome, a party of the nobility came 
out to meet her, and attended her to the 


Mazarine palace, forming a brilliant train of 


equipages : but they did not behold with 
unconcern the preference ſhe gave to the 
prime miniſter of France's houſe, The 
Italians and Spaniards, whoſe political prin- 
ciples are full of jealouſy and diſtruſt, ſuſ- 
pected, from this light appearance, that 
the queen had entered into ſecret mea- 
ſures prejudicial to their intereſts; and a 
rumour was propagated by her enemies, 
of her having joined in a conſpiracy with 
France and England againſt the kingdom 
of Naples and the Eccleſiaſtical State. Theſe 
ridiculous and ill-grounded imputationsdif- 
credited her majeſty for ſome time: all her 
ſteps were obſerved, and the Pope ſeveral 
times refuſed the permiſſion ſhe requeſted 
for ſome French gentlemen to ſee the caſtle 
of St. Angelo. Malevolent ſpirits idly ' 
amuſed themſelves in ſecret, with writing 


and publiſhing malicious ſatires and paſ- 
quinades againſt the queen; Chriſtina, by 


oppoſing nothing but contempt” to theſe ©- 
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arrows of calumny, ſufficiently blunted 
their force and effect. She began to be 
ſenſible, that in order to appear more reſ. 


pectable to the people, eſpecially the com- 


monalty, ſplendor muſt be added to rank. 


« Pomp and pageantry compoſe the title- 
<< page of royalty.” She therefore real- 


ſumed the retinue of a queen, ſelecting 
perſons of the firſt quality to be her gen- 
tlemen and pages; but unhappily her 


Sweden was then at war with Poland, 


1 


funds ſoon became exhauſted in ſupport- 
ing the dignity of a brilliant court. 


Denmark, and Brandenburgh. The Im- 


perialiſts and Bavarians were in poſſeſſion of 


great part of Pomerania, which had been 
agned to the queen as her principal reve- 
nue; conſequently all her remittances were 


ſtopped ;. and ſhe was reduced to borrow 


money upon notes, and to pledge her fur- 
niture. In this extremity, count Sentinelli 
was diſpatched to Vienna to complain of 


the conduct of Charles Guſtavus, king of 
Sweden, for expending in the war her pen- 
fion of 200,000 crowns, and ſuffering her 


to be in want of neceſſaries. At. the 


ſame 
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ſame time ſhe recommended to the em- 
peror to ſend an army of twenty thouſand 
men under the command of general Monte- 
cuculi, which ſhe hoped would inſure the 
conqueſt of Pomerania, where ſhe, had a 
great number of friends; and conſented to 


yield that province to the emperor after her 
deceaſe, on condition he paid her the whole | 


revenues of it during her life. The court 
of Vienna received this propoſition with 


great avidity, as it might hereafter give. 


the emperor an apparent claim to Pomera- 
nia, The negotiation was carried on at 
Rome by his reſident z but the queen of 
Sweden's reſentment ſoon gave way to more 


patriotic ſentiments, and ſhe ordered her 1 


envoy to break off the treaty. 
The Pope, however, granted her a conſi- 


derable penſion, and appointed cardinal Az- - 


zolini ſuperintendant of her houſhold. In 
 Azzolihi were united a graceful perſon and 


a happy phyſiognomy, wich a delicate turn 


of wit, a character ſupple and inſinuating, | 


and powerful talents for intrigue or buſi- 
neſs. His knowledge was extenſive in many 
Pen of erudition; he loved the arts, and 

hs K 2 he 
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he loved pleaſure. With theſe. accom - 
pliſhments he gained the confidence and 5 


eſteem of Chriſtina; for by appearing to 


fall in with her taſte, and to a pplaud her 
humours, he entirely governed her. This 
cardinal reſtored order and regularity into 
her finances, and poſſeſſed the art of re- 


conciling oeconomy and magnificence. 


Chriſtina, diſembarraſſed from the care of 2 


her affairs, returned to her former ſtudies; 
ſhe ſtill had an academy in her Palace, * 
ſhe penetrated deeply herſelf into all the 


ſciences, Chemiſtry was one of her chief 


occupations, and her paſſion for .viri# made 


her inceſſant in collecting medals, intaglios, 


antique and modern ſtatues, ang 
of the greateſt maſters. 


Count Sentinelli, her maſter of his ws, | 
the very man employed in aſſaſſinating Mo- 
naldeſchi, aſpired to the hand of the dutch- - 
eſs of Ceri, one of the moſt noble and 
wealthy heireſſes of Italy. Chriſtina, wo 
wiſhed- the ſucceſs of Sentinelli, exerted: her 
efforts to compleat the marriage, frequent- 8 
ly diſplaying i in little domeſtic intrigues that 
genius i for ſtate affairs with! which ſhe was en⸗ 
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dowed by nature and education. Butthe Pope 8 


diſapprobation of an alliance where the in- 
equality was ſo evidently ſtriking, engaged 
him to interpoſe ; he perſuaded the dutch- 
els to retire into a convent, and obliged 


Sentinelli to leave Rome. The queen, as 


ſome conſolation to her favourite, made 


bim colonel of a regiment which ſhe had 
raiſed for the ſervice of the ſtate of Venice. 

The world could not believe it probable 
fri this illuſtrious - heroine to remain long 


inactive; it always ſuppoſed her forming 


ſome grand political project. Theltalians and 
Spaniards watched her narrowly, and were 


often perſuaded that they ſaw theirapprehen- 
fions realized: they ſcrupled not to affirm 
ſhe was totally in the French intereſt, and 
employed the money of the court of Rome 


in raiſing troops againſt the kingdom ef 
Naples. The Pope himſelf was not icat- 
tentive to theſe reports; he placed ſpies 


about this princeſs, and in a manner impri- 


ſoned her in her palace. The principal 
cauſe of this diſtruſt was her obſtinate per- 
ſeverance in remaining in cardinal Maza- 


rine's palace ; and, what exaſperated her 
654 —— enemies 


- 
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| enemies, ſtill more, her diſcharging all her 
Italian domeſtics, to make room for fo- 
reigners. . Yet it was ſo much the intereſt 


of Chriſtina to avoid giving too great of. 


fence to her benefactor the ſovereign pon · 


tiff, that ſhe was ſoon induced to reform the 
exceptiobable part of her conduct, and to 
behave with greater moderation. She de- 


clined any farther correſpondence with the 


2 French, and retired into a con vent; con- 


vincing the world, for a time, that ſhe 
had thoughts of a monaſtic life. At all 
public proceſſions ſhe was preſent, and 
never neglected receiving the holy fa- 
ther's benediction. Such external ſigns 
of devotion. and ſubmiſſion forced envy 
to be filent, and reſtored to her the confi- 
- dence and eſteem of the Italians and Spa- 

niards ; who gave her, now, as large a por- 


tion of incenſe and applauſe, as they did 
formerly of cenſure and abuſe. In ſome 


of the ſonnets dedicated to her praiſe, they 

adorned her with the vivacity of the 
French, the wit of the Italians, the intre- 
pidity of the Swedes, and the _—_— * 
* Romans. 
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1659. Whilſt Chriſtina was a ſubject of 
the pope, at Rome, conſulting his pleaſure, 
and conforming her behaviour to his will, 
an adventurer at Norkoping uſurped T4 
name and rank of queen of Sweden. But 
this impoſition was of ſhort duration; the 
falſe Chriſtina was put under arreſf, and 
proved to be one Andre Gyldener, about 
twenty-ſix, the daughter of a captain of 
horſe. She played her part with ſo much 
ſpirit and dignity, as to deceive, for ſome 
time, ſeveral perſons of conſideration, a8 
well as the multitude. She alledged in 
her defence, that her only view in this — 
ception was her own amuſement, which 
ſhe thought ſhe might proſecute very in- 
nocently. As, in reality, there was no- 
thing in her i&tions tending towards a plot, 
' of dangerous to the ſtate, there was no fur- 
ther puniſhment inflicted than N 
her the kingdom. 

Chancellor Oxenſteirn's prediction was 
now accompliſhed. Regret and repentance 
purſued Chriſtina in her retreat. She felt, 
but too late, that the uninterrupted enjoyr 
ment of the arts and ſciences was a deluſive 
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and imaginary ſcheme. of happineſs,. in- 


capable of recompenſing the loſs of a 


crown. An effort of diſintereſted genero- 
5 ſity had indeed, for a moment, ſurmount- 
ed ambition; but it ſoon revived again 
with redoubled ardour to prey on a heart 


which. was entirely its victim! Such. is. 
the ſacrifice of a throne! rarely ſincere n 
compleat ! The monarch, in a ſtate of hu- 


miliation, ever preſerves his pride and al 
ſibility, thoſe companions of greatneſs: 
conſidetable misfortunes moſt ſeverely afl 
bis peace; and he diſcovers ſlill more avi- 
dity for thoſe honours, and that homage, in- 
ſeparable from the royal dignity, he once 
poſſeſſed. "Theſe were Chriſtina's ſenti- 


5 ments, which, in ſpite of her philoſophica! 
diſdain, could not be concealed. It is true, 


that every circumſtance of eartkly grandeur 
- concurred in recalling to remembrance this 
important ſacrifice. What an appearance! 
to behold the daughter of Guſtavus degrad- 
ed to the rank of a ſimple Roman citizen, 
ſubſiſting on the pope's bounty; forgotten 


by that country which ſhe had governed 
ak ſo 12155 glory; neglected by that 
ge prince. 


"1% F 
| 4 


— QUBEN o SWEDEN. | 20r 
prince on whom ſhie had beſtowed a throne ; 
„ reduced to requeſt, to ſubmit, and even 
expoſed to a refuſal of her juſt rights. The 
privileges and immunities of her palace, too, 
were diſputed ; her actions reſtrained ; her 
conduct blamed} and her life rendered mi- 
ſerable by every poſſible means. She im- 
1 plored the Pope's 8 9 but ee 


no redreſs, © 
1 Chriſtina's principal occupation was ſo- 
t lieiting the payment of her revenue; to ef- 


feet this, me ſent her ſecretary William Da- 
e a Swede, 'ty the king, with letters of 
credence to give authenticity to his miſ- 
5 ſion: but this ambaſſador having followed 
1 the example of his ſovereign in becoming a 
Catholic, Charles Guſtavus refuſed to ſee 
him, or grant any of his demands, unleſs he 
abjured his new religion. In this exigence 
Ohriſtina wrote to her miniſter ;z © I think 
you ſo little calculated for a martyr, -- 
that I will not adviſe you to expoſe 
«yourſelf to the danger of committing a 
* diſhonourable action in order to ſave your 
„life. Honour and life are two things 
ce which, in my opinion, merit our atten- 
K tion.ä— Never let the king of Sweden's + 
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<*« menaces ſhake your integrity; return, 
« but return free from the, guilt. of a bale 
< or timid action à bring me indiſputable 
« atteſtations that you have lived a true 
s catholic, and if 1 ſhould ever be re- 
duced to a morſel of bread, I will divide 
40 it with you; 1 will die rather than not f 
« aſſiſt vou: but if either the fear of pu- 
& niſhment, or hope of reward, have power 
<« to corrupt your fidelity, or deter you from 
«your duty, be aſſured 1 will puniſh this 
<« affront to virtue; and that Al che power 
of the king of Sweden wilt be inſufficient 
«to prevent my juſt. revenge, ſhould Foun: 
„fly into his arms for ſhelter! _ 
- Daviſon. accordingly returned 0 Rome, 
implicitly obeyiag the queꝶp, though oblig- 


ed to deſert her intereſt. She wanted to peli-- 


ſuade the world, and particularly Sweden, 


that her religious conduct was eee 
by inconſtancy or levity. 1 


The death of Charles Guſſa | 


Sweden left the ſtrength of tbat Kingdom ex ex⸗ 


hauſted by ſucceſſive, tho? victorious, wars, 


ad the heir to the crown a minor. Chriſ-— 


tiva wrote to duke John Adolphus, the 


Jong monarchs unck and preceptor, re- 
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eommending a an indefatigable attention to 
his education. She complained of the un- 
juſt forgetfulneſs of obligations in the late 
king, and rehewed her applications to the 
preſent not to neglect her intereſt :_ at the 
ſame time informing him of her. intention 
to viſit Sweden again, and regulate her af- 
fairs with the council of regency. Nor was 
ſhe dilatory in the execution of this delign z 
for taking leave of the pope, ſhe began her 
journey, with a ſmall train of attendants, on 
the 20th of July. Cardinal Azzolini dil. 
miſſed part of her officers of ſtate, and ſeſ- 
ſened herhouſhold. He fold her equipages, 3 
and much of her valuable furniture, toacquit 
her engagements, The queen travelled with 
great expedition through N uremburgh, 
reſting at Hamburgh, where the troops. of 
the city and principal citizens rendered her 
royal honours. a Xs 
The queen's arrival, eſpecially during a a 
minority, was dreaded in Sweden; there 
might be room for apprehenſions. of hec 
forming a deſign to reaſcend the throne, , 
ſhould the young king happen to die; or 
that her partizans might encourage an at · 
tempt to reſume the government, even in 
K 6 his 
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his life-time. Her negotiations, however, 
| were ſucceſsful in prevailing with many of 
the principal Swedes to diſpoſe the ſenate 
and ſtates to, give' her a favourable recep- 
tion, in defiance of the apparent oppoſition, 
In thoſe who were at the head of affairs. 
| Leaving Hamburgh, and paſſing through 
Holſtein, ſhe came to the iſle of Funen» 
4a accompanied by M. Terlon, the French 
ambaſſador. When the king of Denmark 
Was acquainted with Chriſtina's arrival in his 
dominions, he ſent his grand-treaſurer to 
meet and invite her to Copenhagen. The 
_ Toyal family, atended by the court, received 1 
her without the city in a very ſplendid man- | 
ner. She afterwards embarked/in a galley 
for Scania, and ftopped at Helmſtadt, 
Where marſhal Linde came to compliment 1 
her in the name of the king of Sweden, his 1 
mother, the queen regent, and the ſenate. | 
The marſhal, purſuant to his particular in- 
ſtructions, endeavoured to prevail with her \' 
hot to advance farther into the kingdom , | 
but her majeſty, diſregarding his ad- \ 
vice, aſſiduouſiy purſued her journey to \ 
Stockholm: there ſhe was met by the ſe- þ 
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nators and council 2 regency, with the ci- 
| tizens 
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| tizens, and the military forces under arms 
in regular array; the report of cannon, and 
the ſound of warlike inſtruments, were min- 
gled with the acclamations of the people, 
an her entrance into the capital. His ma- 

jeſty and the queen- mother conducted 
Chriſtina. to her. former royal apartment. 
1 She injudiciouſly erected an altar, and had 
9 maſs celebrated in a hall of the caſtle every _ 
| | day: the Proteſtant clergy condemned her 
behaviour, and declaimed againſt the ſcane 
dal of it from the pulpit. The affection of 
the Swedes inſenſibly cooled; they even 
#1 conceived an averſion for this proſelyte to 
1 the Catholic faith: in abandoning her re- 
| |  ligion, ſhe irreparably injured her intereſt 
and pretenſions, Every perſon who. quits 
the eſtabliſhed church of Sweden, forfeits 
1 nis eſtate and privileges; according to a law 
$ which the ſenate recalled to her majeſty's 
remembrance : they removed the altar for 
* the celebration of maſs; and the ſtates 
| | likewiſe inſiſted on a diſmiſſion of the 
[ prieſts and Italians in her train. Thoſe 
kiggts and revenues reſerved by Chriſtina, 
4 at her abdication, were confirmed and re- 
| newed, 1 under the title of favour, and 
3 voluntary 
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voluntary conceſſion of the ſenate and the 

ſeveral orders of the kingdom, as an ac- 
Eknowledgement for thoſe fervices which her 
anceſtors, and the queen herſelf, had ren- 
dered to the nation. They exacted, be- 
fides, a freſh renunciation of the crown, 
_ which the conſented to, not ſeeing any op- 
-  portunity of giving conſequence to her pre- 
tenfions; and retired to Norkoping, to 
wait there the total deciſion of her affairs. 

In this city ſhe choſe to give farther proofs 


of her zeal for the catholic faith, by hear- 


ingmaſsconſtantly, andconfefling and com- 
municating at Eafter. The ſenate of Swe- 


den again obliged her to deſiſt from theſe 


acts of devotion, and the queen ſaw herſelf 
under the neceſſity of obeying. the orders of 


an aſſembly to which ſhe had once given 


law! If her converſion was ſincere, the ſa- 


crifices ſhe made to religion were worthy : 
of their object; but if levity or policy was 


the ſpring that regulated her conduct, this 
princeſs was equally guilty and unfortu- 
nate. The biſhop of Abo repreſents her 


under the latter appearance; he wrote, 


and publiſhed to the world, that he had 
_ *. daughter of Guſtayus give indubi- 
table 
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table proofs af repenting her change of re- 
ligion; that ſhe poured forth ſighs, and 
| ſhed: tears! Diſcourſes like theſe ſenſibly 
offended the queen; ſhe feared they might 
awaken ſuſpicions in the court of Rome, 
and injure; in the higheſt degree, the fu- 
ture repoſe and happineſs of her life. She 
wrote the king a menacing letter againſt 
this imprudent prelate, demanding irntne- 
_ diate ſatisfaction, proportionate to the hei- 
nouſneſs of the affront; proteſting ſhe would 
execute her own vengeance, if thisinſolence 
was ſuffered with impunity. Chriſtina re- 
_ ceived: aſſurances of ſuch redreſs as was 
conſiſtent with the laws of the country; 
but theſe laws left the affair undecided, and 
the accuſed perſon was afterwards pro- 
moted to the biſhoprick of Linkoping. 
1661. At the termination of the diet, 
the funeral of the late king was ſolemnized 
with the greateſt magnificence. Chriſtina 
attended the proceſſion at the ſide of prince 
John Adolphus; but ſhe went out of the 
church with her attendants when the Pro- 
te ſtant miniſter began to preach the funeral 
ſermon. en after, n. leave of the 
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bing and .the- queen-mother,: ſhe- ſet 'out 
from Stockholm with the ſame honor 
ſhe had received at her entrance, paſſing ah 
winter at Norkoping, a city appertaining to 
ber juriſdiction. In order for the due cele- - 
bration of -maſs. in her caſtle; ſhechad re- 
_. tained the French ambaſſador's almoner, 
who ſaid it publickly.* This was a freſh 
diſturbance to the court, the ſenate, and 
| clergy, who again forbad her the exerciſe of · 
ber religion. On theſe repeated prohibitions + 
f the queen wrote to the ſenator Bat; go- 
| vernor- general of her domains, The pro- 
e ceedings of the court of Sweden aſtoniſn- 
| „ me! Well aſſured that I have merited- 
133 2 cphiler treatment, I make this laſt effort 
to ſoften the diſpoſition of my inveterate* 
| - * enemies——lf-the-minifters of foreign 
v princes did not enjoy this very privilege, 
«I ſhould not complain; but to be treat- 
| «ed with greater indignity than the moſt 
1 5 infignificant envoy, is a rebellion againſt- 
| reaſon, as it wounds the rights of man- 
EF: _ kiod, and is repugnant to all laws divine 
| « and human Ia the name of God, do 
« not ſuffer my country to become an abo- 
1 *« mination © þ 
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mination to the earth, by the guilt of ſo 
* ſhameful an action! and prevent an in- 
ſtance of ſuch unexampled diſreſpect to a 
« princeſs who. never deſerved it Since 
«© to profeſs the ſame faith with people on 
< the other fide the mountain, is an objec- 
« tion ſufficient to deſtroy all hope of ſuc- 
<« ceſſion in Sweden, what could I do more 
«© ro ſatisfy the ſtates than give. them a con- 
c firmation of relinquiſhing all future pre- 
* tenſions to the crown? Endeavour to diſ- 
* poſe my affairs in a manner that may al- 
0 low me to depart with all poſſible expe- 
4 dition; when they are ſettled, I will not re- 
"<< main a moment longer in this place.” 
Complaints and repreſentations like theſe 
produced the defired effect, and the con- 
duct of the regency became more gentle 
and moderate. Chriſtina expreſſed her ſatis- 
faction: ſhe left Sweden in May 1661, 
and returned to Hamburgh, where ſhe 
remained near a twelvemonth. It was 
during this interim that ſhe began a ne- 
gotiation with ſeveral courts of Europe 
to procure the Roman Catholics a free 
_ exerciſe of their religion in the Protef- 
| | © IS TR 
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tant courtries of Germany, and more 
eſpecially at Hamburgh, and in the king- 
dom of Denmark. On this ſubject ſhe ad- 
dreſſed the emperor, the kings of France 
and Spain, and the Pope. Theſe potentates 
did not lend a favourable ear to Chriſtina's 
deſires; unwilling to appear intermeddling 
in the adminiſtration of foreign ſtates, and 
fearing, with reaſon, that the Proteſtants 
would demand in return liberty of con- 
ſcience, and the right of publickly profeſ- 
ling their belief in Catholic countries. The 
queen, ill-ſupported in this project, found 
, obſtacles and difficulties every-where, which 

cooled her zeal, and induced her to make 
her particular intereſts more the objects of 
her conſideration. Accordingly ſhe es | 
her whole care to domeſtic regulations, 
and the ſecurity of her revenues : ſhe ſet- 
Ted a plan with Texeira, her banker, for 
receiving her income with punctuality ; but 
the misfortunes of war, of which part of 
her territories had been the ſeat, cauſed an 
unavoidable diminution, in her revenues. 
The queen went ſometimes to Bremen and 
Verden, cities s appertaining to the Swedes, 


' where 
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where ſhe was treated with the honours 
of. ſovereignty. The alchymiſt Borri, a 
man infatuated with the ſearch of the 
philoſopher's ſtone, .was then at Ham- 
burgh. He had the art to perſuade this 
MES. always eager in purſuit of know- 
ledge and new diſcoveries, to venture a 
conſiderable ſum of money for the proſe- 
cution of this marvellous work! The 
cunning knave enriched himſelf by the 
credulity of the dupes he made, of whom 
Chriſtina and his Daniſh majeſty were 
the greateſt enthuſiaſts. Sonne kee calls 
alchymy A pleaſure for princes;“ and 
indeed a numerous liſt may be produced of 
monarchs who have buried much time and 
wealth in this fruitleſs purſuit. But if the 
alchymiſts have always been deceived in 
the object of their curioſity, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged we are indebted to them for 
many intereſting diſcoveries which they did 
not ſeek, and for advancements in chymiſtry 
which rhey did not underſtand. Thus it 


has frequently happened, that the firſt ſtep 


in the ſciences has been made by igno- | 


r ance. * 
1662. 
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1662. The queen intereſted herſelf 
extremely in the misfortunes of count 
Ulfeldt: that reſtleſs, ambitious lord 
firſt offended the king of Denmark, 
whoſe ſubject he was; and afterwards- 
the king of Sweden, who afforded him 


an lun in his kingdom... I: will 


« not encreaſe your chagrin, ſays this prin- 
« ceſs in a letter to him, by doleful lamen- 
66 tations, which, to me, appear. unworthy 
f your character; Lam convinced nei - 
« ther impriſonment nor death have any 
& thing in them ſo terrible, but conſolation 
ee may be. found in one's own breaſt to 
t blunt the point of their darts; and I be- 
« lieve; when a heart is formed lie yours, 
« free from the ſtain of guilt, it is almoſt 
| 10 impoſſible for it to be unhappy. My. 


40 only reaſon for writing is, to give vou 
« the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that Fortune, in 
« depriving you of liberty, can never rob 
| &. you of my friendſhip and eſteem.” The 
queen, when ſhe: ſat on the throne of- 


Sweden, had openly granted. him her pro- 


tection, and now endeavoured to 1 10 * 
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poſitively accuſes Ulfeldt of having con- 
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him by her recommendation” yet nen 


ſpired the deſtruction of the ſtate, and 
that of a king who loaded him with 


honours and benefactions. After flying 


for refuge into Sweden, he was fuſpected of 


a deſiga to betray Malmoe to the Danes: 


Charles Guſtavus, who had made him his 
prime - miniſter, put him under confine- 
ment; he deceived the vigilance of his 
guards, and made his eſcape to Copen- 
hagen, where he recovered his former fa- 
vour; but falling into new intrigues, he 
was proſcribed and condemned to death. 
Ulfeldt had recourſe to flight, and be- 
came a wanderer, with his family; travel- 
ling under the character of tutor to the 
young lords his ſons: but at laſt, he pe- 


riſned through cold and hunger, and was 
buried at the foot of a tree. The queen 


extended her friendſhip'to the widow and 
children of this Daniſh noble, and allowed 
them a penſion.” During her reſidence in pro- 

teſtant ſtates, Chriſtina endeavoured to gain 
converts. She engaged the learned Peter 
Lambecius, * at Hamburgh, to 7 
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follow her to Rome: the difficulties of pre 


vailing on him to quit his country and re- 


i ligion were the more eaſily ſurmounted, as 


he had a ſwarm of enemies inceſſantly per- 
ſecuting him, and an old, eroſs, covetous 
wife, who rendered his life inſupportable. 
Lambecius's abjuration proved advan- 
tageous to his fortune, for the emperor 


ſent for him to Vienna, and appointed him 


his chief librarian. 
The queen . retained one Galdenblad at; 
her court, whoſe principal commiſſion was 


to convert, either by arguments or bribes, 
ſuch Swediſn Lutherans as curioſity brought 
to Rome. This Galdenblad had been ſent 
in his youth by Chriſtina, with ſeveral more 


young, perſons, to the Jeſuits college, and 


had been educated in the Roman- catholic 
tenets. Many of thoſe converſions might 


be ſincere, but as many certainly were 3 
effect of intereſted views. 
 Galdenblad was always applying POE mo- 


ney to make proſelytes, and neceſſity often 
obliged the queen to anſwer, It is not 


good will that fails me, but money; if 


God yes 10 me, I will give to others!” | K 
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More tranquil i in regard to her affairs, ſne 
again proſecuted her ſtudies. Her palace 
at Rome became an academy and the rendez- 
vous of men of genius; but notwithſtand - 
ing the prevalence of this taſte for litera- 
ture, the queen ſtill perſevered i in employ- 
ing her mediation for foreign ſtates. She 
deputed count Galeazzo Gualdo to ſolicit 
ſuccours at the different courts of Europe 
for the republic. of Venice, then at war 
with the Turks. This ambaſſador of a 

queen without a crown, or without power, 
gained little conſideration. Even the re- 
public of Venice ſeemed to diſcountenance 
his proceedings, not.caring to give him cre- 
dential letters: ſo that it was ſaid with rea- 
ſon of Chriſtina, „That a queen without a 
« kingdom was like a divinity without a 
66 — to whom mankind would ſoon 
« ceaſe to offer adoration and ſacrifice.“ 

Chriſtina, reduced to the empty name of 
ſovereign, would yet interfere in acceommo- 
dating a difference between the court of 
France and that of Rome. The occaſion 
of the diſagreement was a quarrel amongſt 


| the ſervants of the duke of Crequi, ambaſſa- 


dor 


— 
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dor from Louis XIV. and the Corſi cans who 

compoſed the pope's guard. Theſe ſol- | 
diers inveſted the duke's palace, inſulted 
his perſon, and carried their infolence fo 
far, that in the public ſtreets they fired ſe- 
veral muſkets at the coach which the 


dutcheſs his wife was in. For this inſult 
ſatisfaction was demanded by the duke of 
| Crequi ; and as he could not obtain any 
adequate to the offence, Louis XIV. recal- 


led him; entered the principality of Avig- 


non, and marched his Sane pa towards 


Rome. 


1663. The ſovereign pontiff was alarm- 
ed; Chriſtina wrote to the king, and ſent a 
plenipotentiary to his miniſter; but that 
young monarch, fenſible of the ſlighteſt 


affront to his honour and dignity, appear- 


ed but little diſpoſed to liſten to her re- 


monſtrances, and expreſſed his diſapproba- 


tion of the careful counſel ſhe gave him in 


this affair: the queen apprehended, that as 


her conduct was become ſuſpicious to the 
court of France, the king might complain 
of it in Sweden, and occaſion the ſequeſtra- 


tion of her revenues. Alarmed with this 


1015 imaginary 
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| inaginary terror, which was encreaſed by 


pular'rumours, ſhe wrote to the governor- 


| general of her domains in the following man-' 


ner: I cannot believe that either the king, 


« or che regency of Sweden will allow the 
« king of France to aſſume to himſelf any 
585 Pane of power over me, as if 1 


« were a dependant on that crown; à cir- 


_ * cumſtance incompatible. with my birth 
and regal qual. ty ; ſince, in thoſe reſpects, 
«Iam the equal of all the monarchs upon 


« earth: nor do I acknowledge a ſaperior 


but God alone.“ It is obſervable that, 
after her abdication, the queen was tena- 
cious of her rights on every inconſider- 
able occaſion; and far more anxious to 


ſupport the prerogatives of royalty than 


HED ſeated on the throne of Sweden. 


About this time his holineſs declared his 


intention of making a viſit to the queen of 
Sweden. at her palace. On receiving no- 


tice of it from the cardinal who preceded 
him ſhe ſaid, Unde hoc mibi, quod Domi- 
nus meus veniat ad me? non 1 digna quod 


intret ſub teum meum. Her apartment 
"= * 2 + pag 8 Golpel, ag, i. ver. 45. 


r * 


| * : 2 . 
: - . W 48 
* 2 / . : * ＋ * 4 - %. 

| »: : 5 


* 


1 


2 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
. was adorned with a magaificent canopy. for 
the reception of the ſovereign, pontiff; the 
queen advanced to meet hi m, bending one 
knee to the ground to receive his benedic- 
tion; ſhe then led him to his ſeat, walking 
on the left band: their converſation laſted 
an hour and half, turning principally upon 
the Corſican affair. The pope then took 4 
vie w of the pictures and plendid curioſi- 
ties that ornamented the queen's palace, 
and returned to the Vatican. Chriſtina's | 
. mediation proving . unſucceſsful, the Pope 
was at laſt obliged to appeaſe. the Frerch 
monarch by ſubmitting to the .condi- 
tions preſcribed. Accordingly he ſent his 
nephew cardinal Flavio Chigi, and cardinal 
Lorenzo Imperiali, the governor of Rome, 
to make apologies in the name of his holi- 
| neſs; the Corſican guards were baniſhed ;' 
and the king farther exacted, that a pillar 
ſhould be erected at Rome, with an inſcrip- 
tion, ceſtifyiog the inſult committed on the 
rights of men in the perſon of the king of 
F France's ambaſſador, and the public ſatis- 
faction inſiſted upon hy Louis XIV. Poſſi- 
bly Chriſtina was not ſorry her negotiation 


proved ineffectual, or that the pope was 
humbled. 
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bombied. She had cauſe to complain of 

the arrogant and treacherous diſpoſition of 
Alexander VII. who, on his part, had been 
mortified in finding Chtiſtina's Tafluence 
ſuperior to his own, and i in being reduced to 
circumſtances that obliged him to thank 
her for her ſervices, and the letters ſte 
wrote in his favour. 

1664. Chiſtina was in a er little 
agreeable to her temper. She was ſenſible 
to a variety of diſquieting reflections that 
agitated her mind inceſſantly. Love of her 
country, anxiety about her fortune, the de- 
fire, perhaps, to reſume the throne ſhe had 
reſigned, and, more than all theſe conſide- 
rations, that avoid ſhe had conceived fort 
the Roman pontiff, a ſuſpicious, peeviſh, old 
man, awaxened in her a wiſh' to return to 
Sweden. For its accompliſhment, ſhe de- 
puted Adami, her maſter of the horſe, to ne- 
gotiate her return, and to obtain free exer- 
ciſe of the Catholic religion not only for 
herſelf but her retinue. The rege ney Taw 
with apprehenſion theſe frequent precipi- 
tate journeys of the daughter of Guſtavus, 
who had governed the nation with ſs much 
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wiſdom and reputation, that all good citi - 


zens muſt revere the remembrance of her 
reign. The young king was of a delicate 
conſtitution, | and Chriſtina might, not im- 
probably, be ſuſpected of ſchemes of ambi- 
tion. The Swediſh miniſtry did not, there- 


fore, omit taking advantage of this prin- 


ceſs's change of religion to embitter the 
minds of the ſenate and the people againſt 


ber. They inſinuated that the example and 


advice of this apoſtate queen might work 
an alteration in the religious principles of 
their monarch, whoſe pliant age was ſuſcep- 
tible to every impreſſiop. They induſtri- 
ouſiy ſpread a report, likewiſe, that Chriſ- 


tina would appear in the character of a Po- 


piſh miſſionary, and endeavour by the arts 
of perſuaſion, or the ſeduction of preſents 
and promiſes, to introduce the Roman 
catholic worſhip into Sweden. By ſuch 
artifices they diſcouraged her intended 
return; and, in order to ſhock the na- 
tural freedom and independence of ber 


character, they limited her future reſidence 


to the hardeſt conditions they could pre- 


ſcribe; the ſenate PO both the 


admiſſion 
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admiſſion of Italian prieſts, and the public 


9 


exercile of her e «WWerditig to the [2 
Roman ritual. 6 


1665. While Chriſtina waited in Rome 


for the ſucceſs of this application, ſhe de- 
voted herſelf with her accuſtomed ardour 


to the ſtudy of the ſciences, to her taſte for 


the fine arts, and the converſation of men 


T of literary fame. She ordered a medal to 


be ſtruck with the word Makelos inſcribed 


in Greek characters, over a Phoenix ex- 
tended on its funeral pile. She gave this 


word to all the learned antiquarians to ex- 


plain, who compoſed a number of profound ; 


_ diſſertations. upon the ſubject, every one 


hazarding his own explication, and ſup- 


porting it by weighty arguments. This 
woas a pleaſantry unpardonable in a ſove- 
reign. whoſe will was a command, and who 
ought not have thrown that erudition into 


ridicule which ſhe had always honoured 
and protected. The confuſion of the Li- 


a a terati, who had employed ſo much time 


and ſagacity in the interpretation of a word 
not to be found in the Greek language, 


Was inexpreſſible, when the queen informed 


L 3 them 
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them.that Aſakelos was a Swediſh term, Geni- 
ſying either without a rival in excellence, 
or without a mate; which correſponded to 
the device on the medal, of a phoenix 
ſtretched on her funeral pile; and had alſo 
an alluſion to the queen, repreſented on the 
reverſe, under the character of Minerva, 
Some differences aroſe between Chriſtina 
and the city of Hamburgh, relating to the 
rich Jew Texrira, her correſpondent and 
banker, on whom ſhe. had conferred the 
title of reſident.” The magiſtrates refuſed 
19, Texeira thoſe honours and privileges 
enjoyed by the ambaſſadors of foreign 
princes; they even inſiſted on his never 
removing from the city but with their con- 
fear, Chriſtina engaged the king of Swe- 
den to defend the rights of a — head, 
the daughter of Guſtavus: at the ſame 
time, ſue wrote a letter, or rather a mani- 
ſeſto, to the magiſtrates, proteſting againſt 
the violence offered: to her reſedent, and 
ageinſt the attempts to diſpoſſt ſs her of 
hole ſpot? which her birth and rank 
gavguber a 1'ght to demand. By this ex- 
ertion did herfelf juſtice, and her mi- 
| niſters 
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niſterz were henceforth treated with the { 
| fame reſpe& as thoſe of other ſovereigus. 
1666. The queen, purſuant to her de- 


termination, left Rome and went to Ham- 


burgh, which being one of the Hans 
towns, afforded her the liberty ſhe fought, 
unſhackled from all that deference which 
monarchical ſtates require; its proximity 
to Sweden was likewiſe particularly conve- 
nient for maintaining a ſpeedy and unia- 
tetrupted correſpondence with that king- 
dom, where ſhe was involved in perpetual 5 
negotiations for the remittance of thoſe re- 4. 
_ venues purchaſed at the price of het crown; 
and this continual delay, or diminution, 
under a thouſand pretexts, gave her ſevere 
cauſe to apprebend her income would, 
ſnortly, be intufficient to ſupport her rank; 
and that ſhe ſhould be again at the mercy 
of the Pope's liberality, or that of ſome 
other beneficent prince. In this manner 
the circumſtances of her domeſtic affairs 
created her more cate and anxiety than ſne 
had fled from in abdicating the throne! 
The daughter of Guſtavus, who once be- 
my herſelf. queen of à powerful nation. 
1 L 4 n 
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ruliog it with glory, and giving laws to Eu- 
rope, was how reduced to flatter the miniſtry 
and ſenate of Sweden; to throw herſelf 
under their protection, in order to ſolicit 
ingereſts | of the moſt preſſing import: 
was ſhe inclined to make any new regula- 
tion in the diſpoſition of her affairs, ſhe was 
immediate ly contrad cted, oppoſed, and 
reminded by the regency of the terms of 
her abdication. Almoſt all her letters are a 
ſeries of complaints, proteſtations, and re- 
monſtrances, evidently diſcovering how bit- 
+ terly ſhe repented that imprudent renunci- 
ation of a dignity ſo agreeable to her birth 
and genius. One day, in examining the 
cabinet of a virtuoſo at Hamburgh, ſhe 
met with a medal ſtruck upon her abdica- 
tion: ſhe tlirew it from her with indigna- 
tionz yet in general ſhe ſtrove to diſfi- 
pate, or at leaſt, to diſſemble her diſqui- 
etude, by giving entertainments, balls, and 
- operas at her palace, in which ſhe exhibited 
and danced in company with es of the 
rſt diſtinction in the place. 
Chriſtina again aud the wing and 
che regency of Sweden with her 1 — | 
r | 5 o 
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to take! a journey into that kingdom 32 
hope, ſaid ſhe to M. de Terlon, the French 
« ambaſſador, they will have ſo much friend- 
e ſhip and conſideration for me as not to make 
any artful cavils about the ſolemnization 
of maſs; but if; contrary to my expecta- 
( tion, they ſhould oppoſe it, I am reſolv- 
* ed to abandon every thing and return 
4 inſtantly back.” She ſet out from Ham- 
burgh, croſſing Holſtein and Denmark, and 
failed over to Sweden in a galley" * waits 
ed to convoy her, at Elſineur. | 
The reception this queen met with in 
foodie countries was not ſo inhoſpitable as 
in that where ſhe: had reigned; the re- 
gency ſent a courier to meet her at Nor- 
koping, to declare their determination not 
to ſuffer any Catholic prieſt in her train; 
requeſting her at the ſame time, if ſhe had 
admitted any ſuch, to diſmiſs. him, otherwiſe 
they could not diſpenſe with proceeding 
againſt him according to the, lavs of the 
kingdom. 1 # 
The baron de Spatre, ws was alſo em- 
ployed by the regency, had a very warm 
| coverſation with the queen on the affront 
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that was offered her; on the preſent form of 
the Swediſh government; and on her pre 
tenſions and right to the crown, ſhould the 
young” king, Charles XI. chance to die: 
On repreſenting to her that difference of 
religion would always be a weighty ob- 
ſtacle; ſne ſaid, that ſnould her wiſhes ever 
lead her towards the throne, ſhe would con- 
ſtrain none of her ſubjects to profeſs the 
Roman · catholie faith; and might with pro- 
_ priety adopt marſhal Turenne's words, I 
* am a Catholic, but my ſword is truly 
« Calviaiſt.? She dwelr long upon the 
neceffity of preſerving in unanimity among 
the ſtates of the kingdom; upon the moſt 
eligible methods to ſupport the antient fa- 
milies, and to regulate the army; upon 
what meaſures were beſt adapted to the ex- 
tenſion of commerce in the cities, the di · 
minution of taxes in the nation, and the 
aſcertaining the circulation and value of the 
current coin. Diſcontented as this prin- 
ceſs was with the proceedings of the mi- 
niftry, ſhe had cauſe to be ſatisfied with 
thoſe of the populace. She ſaw the people 
running in crowds to attend her; ſne heard 
1 A them 
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chem recall che renienibiuiite(of br reign 
with regret, and break into complaints of 
the new adminiſtration. This was the moſt 
flattering weren ane ee voice nen 
beſto beat geit! 29 

o dase Regeste erſe W in 
preſſing the diſcharge of her almoner, the 
gave ſudden orders for her departure; an 
ſending back the retinue that the king had 
ordered to attend her, ſhe” returned with 
precipitation to Hamburgh. Her firſt at- 
tention was to expoſtulate on the conduct 
of the regency, and the little perſonal con- 
ſideration they paid her. But there ſoon 
appeared in Sweden a memorial, or, mote 
properly, a manifeſto, acquainting the peo- 
ple with the many diſturbances which 
might ariſe from the preſence of this reſt- 
leſs, inconſtant, ambitious princeſs. Chriſ- 
tina only oppoſed filence and patience to 
theſe declamations; waiting at Hamburg) 
for the firſt: meeting of the Swediſh ſtates, 
when ſhe' flattered herſelf with the hopes of 
obtaining a more honourable” err JR 
Sen: rs, 4 | 
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Chriſtina poſſeſſed ſuch an uncommon 
degree. of ſenſibility, that the ſmalleſt errors 

in domeſtic oceurrences appeared a capital 

crime in her eyes. IIl-· fortune had given akind 
* of aſperity to her diſpoſition, fo that on the 
flighteft offences ſhe would break out into 
ſtorms of paſſion. In relation to a muſician 
who left her court: for that of the duke of 
Savoy, he writes thus: It is my. plea- 
s fure-all- thoſe it may concern ſhould be 
informed, that Iwill never conſent Anto+ 
nino Rivani ſhall quit my ſervice for an- 
« other; that he lives only to contribute 
tt to my amuſement; and that if he does 
not ſing in my preſence,” he ſhall not ſing 
Ajang in che preſence of any other prinee. 
Should it even be aſſerted that he has loſt 
his voice, it will be of no ſignification; for, 

« whatever condition he may be in, 1 ſhall in- 

8. fiſt upon his ſpending his days in my ſer- 
vice, or vengeance ſhall overtake him.“ 
Always occupied with ideas of glory 
parte grandeur, Chriſtina expreſſed ah incl. 

nation to have the hiftory of her reign im- 
mortalized by ſome writer of genius: ſhe 

engaged the learned — in this under- 

A144 F ad taking. 
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raking, „ have remarked, ſaid the queen 
„to him, that either ignorance or envy 
% have taken pleaſure to conceal, or ob- 
« ſcure the greateſt and moſt fplendid ac- 
s tions of my reign. 'You have been an 

* ocularwitneſs of its unparalleled felicity ; * 
of you therefore I demand reparation, in 
« the name of Truth, to whom every hif- 
<« torian ought to render homage. J re- 


* queſt only'# ſimple detail of facts, which 


% will be unſuſpected of partiality, becauſe 
all the world knows that the preſent ca- 
«« Jamities of Sweden have reduced me to a 
*« ſituation incapable of paying the price of 
* jncenſe.” In conſequence of this requeſt, 

Voſfivs began the hiſtory of Chriſtina; but 
tbe unexpected death of this princeſs pot a 
| ſtop to his progreſs in the work. 

1668. When the ftates afſembled at 
Stockholm, they were unable to refuſe an 
acknowledgement of the juſtice of Chrifti- 
na's complaints and demands. They dil. 
approved that fpecies of perſecution prac- 
tiſed by the regency; and ſome of the ſe- 
nators, of depriving the queen of the en- 15 
tire direction and difpoſal of thoſe funds 
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appropriated to her. ſupport. All the or- 


ders, even the clergy, notwithſtanding the 
alteration. in religion, beſtowed a degree of 
| Praiſe on the great actions of her reign, and 
on the perſonal. virtues of Chriſtina. They 
unanimouſiy agreed, always to leave her 
the liberty of enjoying without reſtraint or 
moleſtation thoſe revenues 0 Which ſhe 
abdicated the throne... TS ande a. 
Alexander VII. . 
* Roſpiglioſi was raiſed to the pontificate 
by the name of Clement IX, The queen tho 
in a Proteſtant country, teſtified by feaſts and 
public rejoicings her ſatisfaction at the pro- 
motion of Clement IX. for whom ſhe al. 
ways had much eſfeem and attachment. 
The front of her palace was illuminated, 
and magnificent fireworks were exhibited; 
in the decorations of which were difplayed 
the arms of the new Pope, his vittues, aud 
the victory gained by the church of Rome 
over error, and particularly. over the hereſy 
of Lutheranifm : ſix hundred lamps were 
employed to form the letters of his holi- 
neſs's name. A ſpectacle like this ap- 


Fefe. an intult in the eyes. of the populace 
of 
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of Hamburgh, already heated by the wine 
that had been copiouſiy diſtributed: amongſt 
them; the decorations were broke in pieces 


by a ſet of riotous perſons, and the centi- | 
nels carried off; but her majeſty's palace 


was furniſhed with ammunition and artil- 


lery ſufficient to ſupport a kind of ſiege, as 


ſne might very naturally expect ſome com- 
motion would happen. The queen ordered 
the muſqueteers to fire upon the ſeditious 
multitude, which killed ſome and wounded 

others. Irritated ſtill more by this pro- 
ceeding, the mob carried things to extre- 
mity; broke all the windows of the palace, 
endeavoured to burſt open the doors, threat- 
ening to Plunder the apartments, and ſeize 
the queen's perſon. In this dilemma, 
Chriſtina eſcaped in diſguiſe to the houſe 


of the Swediſh reſident. The governor of 


the caſtle, at the head of his troops, and 
with the officers of the militia, commanded 
the rioters to dſperſe: the tumult ceaſed, 


and the queen ordered a ſum of money to 


be diſtributed amongſt the wounded : work 
men were ſeveral days employed in repair- 
ing the palace; and when it was in order 

vg to 
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to receive her, the magiſtrates reconducted 
Chriſtina in a triumphant manner through 
the midſt of an enraged populace, trembling 
with rage at the fight, but not daring to 
diſturb the proceſſion. © She remained ſome 
time longer at Hamborgh, expeCting the 
- concluſion of her affairs in Sweden, 
- Chriſtina till kept up a correſpondence 
with Dr. Bourdelot, who had undertaken 
to give her a particular account of the news 
of the cburt of France, and of the works 
of literature publiſned in that kingdom. 
She gives this ſingular anſwer to one of his 
letters. Tou do me a particular plea- 
« ſure by not ſending all the trifling ſtuff 
-« compoſed on the campaign in Flanders, — 
% admire glorious actions as much as any 
body, but I deteſt panegyric. My love 
« for ſatyr is ſo ſtrong, that ] am pleaſed 
« eyen with reading pieces where 1 am the 
40 ſubject; their number, Heaven be praiſed, 
4 is ſufficiently conſiderable to afford me 
«© conſtant food for laughter at my own 
«© expence, after laughing for ſo many years 
at that of others: I ſay at my own ex- 
« perice, becauſe all the authors I have 


ſeen | 
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« dew are ſo ſtupidly impertinent, that ie 
would have been an impoſſibility for me 


to have read their works, if they bad n not 
„ abuſed me! 


« As to what regards Benſeradi, you be- 
« lieve . with reaſon” that exe thing he 
« writes: will pleaſe me. 1 ſuppoſe 
„you ſent me L'Aunois' phy ical eſſays to 
40 prejudice me in his favour; I ſhall be 
„ obliged to you to ſend me the whole 
„ work. The perplexity of my affairs con- 


- 44 fines me here, at Hamburgh, this win- 


ter: the only conſolation to be expected, 
« jg letters from Rome, and books from 


6 1 rance. 


The . of the blood ſeems a 


A 10 « wonderfully ingenious hypotheſis 3 but J 


<< ſhould not care to try the experiment, for 
* fear of degenerating into a mere animal : 
< in caſe of ſuch a. metamorphoſis, a lion 


would be my choice, in order to avoid the 
« danger of being devoured by my fellow- 


c brutes.—1 am pretty well in health, 


ce and make a jeſt of phyſic and phyſicians; 


but to enjoy it in a ſtate of perfection, 


* my ſovereign medicine is to breathe the 


air of Rome.“ The 


: 
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The queen had ſome enemies, Who were 


; concerfing means to do her ill offices in the 


aſſembly of the ſtates, when her affairs ſhould 


come under conſideration. This became 
the object of a freſh and important negoti- 
ation, and occaſioned her ſerding Roſen- 
back, in the character of miniſter and agent, 


to the court of Sweden. The greateſt part 


of her letters to him are ſtill extant; but 
| the frequently makes uſe of a private cy- 
pher when ſhe has a mind to expreſs ber 
ſentiments with unreſerved freedom. Count 
de la Gardie, the grand-chancellor, was, 
more than all the reſt, inveterate in his re- 
ſentment to Chriſtina ; he ſtill remembered 


thoſe affronts received at the concluſion of 


her reign, and employed all his credit in 
defeating her views,” acculing her of de- 
ſigns to tear the crown from the brow of 
the young monarch Charles XI. He even 
forced Appelman, a perſon who tranſacted 


her affairs in Sweden, to give evidence 


againſt her, as if ſhe had entruſted him with 
this project. Oa being informed of this 
deteſtably cruel accuſation, calculated to 
tuin her reputation, Chriftioa wrote to the 

grand 
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grand- treaſurer in this manner. 


« ir; yet I cannot forbear telling you, my 
cc rule of action is, never to liſten to any 
« other counſels than ſuch as my own'ho+ 


e nour and true intereſt ſuggeſt ; and that 
« ] perfectly well know what theſe de- 


« mand. The king of Sweden J conſider 


eas my own work, and I may juſtly affirm, 
ce the glory of his crown' is ſo likewiſe . 
© ingratitude ſhall ever prevent my ſhed- 
e ing all my blood, if that were neceffary, 
© for the preſervation of a kingdom whoſe 
* proſperity formed the reputation and hap- 
* pineſs of my life. Should the Swedes 
allow themſelves hereafter to ſubmit to 


« a bad adminiſtration, let them remember 


« the faultis not mine; and may the wrath 


* of Heaven purſus me, if I ever had a 


e thought of taking advantage of ſach a 
« circumſtance! The only ſhare 1 ſhould 


have in that event, would be to regret 
* the ruin of a ſtate, for whoſe glory and 
66 grandeur { have watched many weary 

nights, 
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4 Ac- 

« cuſtomed to obſerve that my character is 
« frequently miltaken, I ought not to de- 
<« baſe myſelf by condeſcending to juſtify 
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c nights, and ſuffered many fatiguing anxie- 
<« ties, which are known to God alone.” 
The ſtates did not allow themſelves to be 
prejudiced to the diſadvantage of the queen, 
by the hatred and cabals of particular men, 
more animated by a ſpirit of revenge than 
| public intereſt : they granted the principal 
points of her demands, and reſolved on the F 
following articles of agreement: 
That all conditions expreſſed in the 45 
ef Abdication ſhall be obſerved with the ut- 
mes Tigour and punctualitʒ. 
That the free exerciſe of religion mall * | 


allowed the queen and her domeſtics, 


in whatever plate ſhe chuſes for her refi- : 
dence. 5 


That it Jopeads entirely on the queen” 8 
pleaſure to fix her abode in any country, 
with an aſfurance of enjoying her revenues 
without interruption. - 

The king promiſes to remit to ey 1 ma- 
jeſty the ſum of ſixty thouſand crowns, 
due to her, in the moſt juſt and ſpeedy 
method of payment poſſible ; and to ſatisfy 
her on this article within- a year, at far- 
theſt. | 
The 
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The king and ſtates aſſembled do gua- 

ranty the aboveſaid articles by a ſolemn 
ſanction of the diet, to ſecure. "_ invio- 
lable obſervation.” 

Every thing being ho ſettled. in en 
den to Chriſtina's ſatisfaction, ſne deter- 
mined, on returning to Rome, a journey 

that was become quite habitual ſince the 

alteration in her fortune and religion: ſhe 
accordingly ſet out from Hamburgh, after 

entertaining the people with new ſhows, 
and demonſtrating her eſteem and affection _ © 


for the moſt diſtinguiſhed dae in the 

city. ; 
Þ © The queen s entry into Rome was s very 
135 grand: the new Pope had planned the 
whole ceremony with an aſtoniſhing de- 
1 gree of profuſion. The pontificate of Cle- 
ment IX. Was ſtiled the golden age of 


WW Rome, from the taſte he diſplayed for the 
7 fine arts, and the ſhining evidences he gave 
of generoſity and magnificence. He was 
particularly prodigal of honours, entertain · 
ments, and pleaſures, to celebrate the arri- 
bs val of this heroine, froma principle of grate- 
f ful eſteem for Chriſtina, whoſe genius and 
5 LO ATE actions 
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actions were e the .. of his ad- 


miration. 

1669. The reign of jahn Caſimir, king 
of Poland, was nothing but a ſcene of diſ- 
cord. He had been a Jefuit and a cardi- 
nal, and aſcended the throne upon the 
death of his brother Uladiſlaus, encom- 


_ paſſed with troubles and faftions. This 


prince had neither proper talents nor quali- 
Kcations to ſupport a ſtate, agitated by fo- 
reign and domeftic wars; or to retain, the 
proud nobles in their dependance on the 


crown. He requeſted peace amongſt his 


people; but the more inclination he diſco- 
vered for it, the more he excited the pre- 
fumptuous ambition of the Poles. The 


donſequence was, that wearied with con- 


ftantly beholding the principal ſubjects of 


his kingdom thwarting his meaſures, and 


dot finding the glare of tank a ſufficient in- 


demnification for the loſs of repoſe, he re- 


folved to refign his throne, and return to his 


ſolitude : he choſe a retirement in France, 
where Louis XIV. beftowed upon him the 
revenues of ſeveral abbeys. 


The 
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The compel tirors for the crown of Po- 


land were numerous. Chriſtina had enter- 
ed the lifts the preceding year, whilft ſhe 


was at Hamburgh, and Caſimir yet ſat 
on the throne: but her negociation was con- 
ducted with ſo much prudence and ſecrecy, 
chat neither the Swedes, nor any other 


powers, ever ſuſpected her project or pre- | 


tenfions. She diſpatched father Hacki, her 
chaplain, into Poland: he was a Poliſh ci- 


_ tizen by birth, and carried letters of inſtruc- 


tion to the Pope's nuncio reſiding in that 
kingdom. The daughter of Guſtavus 
quitted her proper ſphere of action when 
ſhe reſigned the ſceptre of government; 
and her ſoul, born to command, ſoared in- 
ceſſantly on the wings of ambition towards 
ſovereignty. She wiſhed to unite the glory 

of a voluntary refignation of the crown of 
Sweden, with the honour of obtaining that 
of Poland by the voice of the nation. She 


* 


drew up the titles of her claim with exqui- 


fite art; Take care to repreſent to them, 
% ſays ſhe to her miniſter, that T am the 
« laſt ſarviving branch of the royal houſe 
« of Sweden and Poland. In abandoning 


that 


7.0 
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that inheritance which, devolved to me 
<6 from the great Guſtavus, I made a com- 
80 pleat ſacrifice to conſcience and religion 7 
| '@ experience has inſtructed me to reign ; 
nor can they, without; manifeſt injuſtice, 


| 
8 


4 prefer a ſtranger to Chriſtina || L have no, 
60 brother, no na relation to ſucceed me; I 1 
« can, therefore, have no intereſt incom- 0 Þ| 
00 patible with the proſperity of Poland ; 
% am now in the prime of a life inured to 
« labour and fatigue; and, finally; the ce- 
« libaey I profeſs will prevent the republic. 
«« from trembling, for ber liberty; and, at 
„ my death, ſhe will recover the right of 
40 election, and may ſelect a king from 
« whatever houſe ſhe pleaſes. | E 
_- Chriſtina then takes a view, og the com- 5 
; petitarz, and urges, with great ſtrength of 
argument, every motive capable of facilitat- 
ing their excluſion; and, correſpondently 
to her wiſhes, not one of thoſe Prinens ſuc- 
ceeded· Ag £ 
F ding that her ſex 1 2 . a 
| dogle life were deemed the chief obſtacles 
to her election, the queen anſwers thus; 
| <a regard to my being of the female ſex, 
1 > 8 that 
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« that objection may eaſily be obviated by 


« examples drawn even from the hiſtory 


cc of Poland; and further, it is univerſally 
known I have reigned over a kingdom! 


« Over one of the moſt valiant nations of 


the globe! that I was crowned with all the 


« ſolemnities uſual at the coronation of the 
« kings of Sweden ; that under this cha- 
wy 7 the Swedes rendered me allegi- 
ance ; that I governed the Swedes for 
ten years after my minority, with more 
abſolute power than any of my predeceſ- 
„% ſors; and at this hour am adored, 
« feared, and regretted in that kingdom. 
« This I may affirm without vanity, as un- 
der my auſpices Sweden was one of the 
moſt glorious and happy nations of the 
earth; and if God permit the ſame good 
fortune to accompany my endeavours for 
<< the felicity of Poland, I think that na- 
tion will be fatisfied with my admi- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ct 


« niſtration. When I fat on the throne of 


( 


Sweden I was almoſt a child; and ſurely 
there is a probability that, with the Di- 
vine aſſiſtance, I ſhould acquit myſelf 
infinitely better of the duties of royalty, 
6s : now my faculties of mind and body are 
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in their higheſt ſtrength and vigour, ca- 


pable of enduring application and toil : 
but after all, what can they require of me 
to which my abilities are not equal ? Is 
it the adminiſtration of juſtice? Is it to 


ſupport arguments or reſolutions in the 
ſenate? I undertake to fulfil theſe obli- 


gations, if not with ſuperior eloquence 


and knowledge, at leaſt with as much 


good ſenſe as any other. Do the exi- 


| gences of the republic demand 15 ap · 


pearance at the head of an army ? I ſhall 
fly with joy to lead her troops to victory; 
nay, I proteſt, the ſole hope of enjoying 
this ſatisfaQtion ſtimulates my wiſhes for 
the crown of Poland; for would they be- 
ſow it on me conditionally that I never 
was to command in an engagement, I 
would refuſe it: all my life I have paſ- 
fionately deſired to be a general; and had 
not reaſons of ſtate rendered a gratifica- 
tion of this deſite impoſſible, I never had 
ſuffered my troops to have fought under 
any other commander. To conclude this 
article, if the Poles will take the trouble 
of examining the courſe of my life, tem- 


per, and dil poſition, am of opinion they 
will 
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will pay me the compliment to overlook 
my ſex. | | | 
„For the ſecond point under confdine- 


tion, that of marriage, I confeſs it em- 


barraſſes me extremely; for when I re- 


flect on my age and humour, it to me 
appears an inſurmountable objection: 


indeed my humour bears ſuch mortal 
enmity to that humble yoke, I would not 
*“ conſent to wear it for the empire of the 


world ! God has permitted me the bleſ- 


ſing to be born free, I never can reſolve 
to give myſelf a maſter!. | 
Poliſh is an eleftive monarchy, it ap- 


But as the 


pears to me that methods might be 
uſed to diſpoſe the Poles to conſider pre- 


ſent advantages in a ſtronger light den 
future ones. 


« A third difficulty, which is of my 
own railing, is ignorance of the Poliſh 


language. — Yet neither the prince of 
Conde, the dukes of Neubourg ot 


Lorrain, are better acquainted with it 
than myſelf; and I will engage to do 
what they are unable to accompliſh ; 


that is, learn it in a very ſhort time.“ 


1 Clement IX. ſupported Chriſtina 


2 . 
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with all his influence; and ſent a brief to his 
nuncio in Poland, highly extolling the vir- 
tues, accompliſhments, and pretenfions of 
the queen. This affair was tranſacted with 


all the dexterity of the moſt enlightened po- 


licy: but the daughter of Guſtavus had no 
wealth to diſtribute; nor would the deli- 
cacy of her ſentiments ever have allowed her 
to employ it in purchaſing thoſe ſuffrages 
which ſhe thought her name entitled her 
to expect. The Poles, lately delivered 
from the bondage of an imperious queen- 
regent, were unwilling to expoſe them- 
ſelves to the dangers of a ſimilar govern- 
ment: they inſiſted on the obſtacle of her 
ſex; on the hereſy of her houſe; recalled 
to remembrance the murder of Monaldeſ- 
chi; dreaded her inconſtant, haughty cha- 
racter; and agreed to exclude her, Finally, 
they elected Michael Coributh Wieſnowiſki, 
of the family of Jagellon. This nobleman, 


who lived retired, unknown to fortune, and 


- unacquainted with intrigue, was very far 
from pretending to a throne : he ſhared in 
the aſtoniſhment of Poland, and of all Eu- 
rope, at his nomination ; and would even 
© have rejected a dignity, for which he was 

conſcious 
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conſcious he poſſeſſed not the neceſſary qua- 
lifications: but the Poles were ſo deſirous 
of putting a. period to thoſe diſturbances 
cauſed by anarchy, and the factions of can- 


|  didares, that they ratified his election. 

if Chriſtina received this intelligence with- 

| | out reſtifying either ſurprize or chagrin. 

| She only expreſſed her curioſity to conſult 
judicial aſtrology on the fortune of this mo- 


narch, * Caſt the nativity of the new king 
of Poland, faid ſhe to her agent, and mark, 
11 de the proper elevation of the pole.” There 
appeared ſeveral libels in Holland; the li- 
berty of the preſs renders them too frequent 
and bold. The queen beheld with indig- 
nation the inſults offered to ſeveral families- 
in Rome, and folicited the grand penſionary 
De Witt to reſtrain ſuch inſtances of licen- 
tiouſnefſs. It is a real concern to me, ſays- 
e ſhe, to ſee Holland, a country I love, 
« and. which ought to be the aſylum of 
virtue and merit alone, ſuffer Cs, 
„ envy, and calumny, to take refuge: 
under her laws, and ſhed their venom on 
* © all thoſe who deſerve to he honoured and 
A 
15670. Rome had very as reaſon to re- 
9 M 3. gret 
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Alberoni for his coadjutor. 
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gret the pontificate of Clement IX. Car- 
dinal Emilius Allein filled the ſacred chair 
by the name of Clement X. and, on account 
of his great age, choſe cardinal Paulucci 
_ Chriſtina be- 
held her influence and favour augment or 
diminiſh by theſe alterations. Under the 
new pontificate fhe was involved in conteſts 
with many of the great families in Rome, 


and did not meet with the deſired protec- 


tion from the Pope or his coadjutor. The 
queen was reduced to the neceflity of facri- 


ficing her reſentment to prudence. She 
_ ſought conſolation in the charms of ſtudy, 


and the converſation of men of knowledge; 
bur theſe are often weak alleviations to the 
wrongs of offended ſelf- love! This prin- 


"ceſs correſponded with almoſt all the men 


of genius in Europe, who were ambitious 


of appointing her the judge of their works, 
regarding her approbation as the comple- 
tion of their glory. She was the foundreſs 


of the academy of Arcadis; (a name given 


to the aſſembly held at her palace) perſons 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed merit were mem 
bers of it, and found in her a generous 
. protectreſs; whilſt the frugal oeconomy of 


her 
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her houſhold enabled her to diffuſe her be- 
nefactions with a liberal hand. Archbi- 
ſhop Angelo della Noce, eſtimable for his 
taſte in polite literature, had a penſion from 
her: on ſome occaſion or other Chriſtina 
happened to learn that this prelate was in. 
1 preſſipg neceſſity for a ſum of money; ſhe- 
1 immediately wrote to him, „I have ſent 


3 


1} * you two hundred ducats, a ſum as ina- 
| 5 „ dequate to your merit, as to my de- 
1 « fire of aſſiſting you: but, remember 


you have your revenge in making me 

_ « bluſh. Pray keep the ſecret from all 
S the world, if you would not mortally of- 
fend the queen.“ Her manner of oblig- 
ing was always ſuperior to the obligation 
ſhe conferred; for the laudable intention 
of. concealing the affiſtance ſhe gave to in- 
digent worth, always accompanied her ge- 
neroſity. Many ſecrets of this nature, at 

her particular requeſt, remained undiſco- 
vered during her life, and they became 
public after her death, only from the gra- 

titude of her honourable penſioners. | 

1672, The marquis of Bourbon del: 
Monti, firſt gentleman of the bedchamber 
to her majeſty, was ſent into Sweden with- 
M 4 the. 
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'the character of envoy extraordinary, to 
ſollicit Charles XI. in defence of Poland, 
and ſeveral other Chriſtian ſtates, from 
the enterprizes of the Turks and Coſſacks. 
Chriſtina embraced with ardour every occa- 
ſion that gave a ſanction to her advice in 
political and national affairs; for though 
ſhe had renounced the ere of royalty, 
ſhe was ſtill pleaſed with the ſhadow; and 
as a conſideration for the loſs of a crown, 
and the want of ſubjects, thought herſelf 
entitled to ſet an ineſtimahle value on her 
name, her merit, and extenſive knowledge. 
She was particularly anxious to ſupport the 
intereſt of the ſee of Rome, and to demon- 
ſtrate at the ſame time, her zeal for religion 
and for the ſovereign pontiff. The preſent 
affair did not meet with ſucceſs anſwerable 
to her expectation; the king of Sweden re- 
quring an enormous ſubſidy from the Pope, 
and that nation was ſoon after involved in a 
defenſive war. This war, fatal to Sweden by 
the loſſes it ſuſtained, was likewiſe unſortu- 
nate toChriſtina, who beheld herſelf in dan- 
ger of loſing the principal part of her reve- 
nues; thoſe provinces on which they were 
founded having been conquered by the 
enemy, 


5 1% 


QUE EN or: SWEDEN. 249 
enemy, and her penſion applied to the preſ-- 
ſing exigences of ſtate. From hence aroſe 
new complaints on her neceſſitous circum 
ſtances, her own expreſſion, One views with. 
ſorrow the daughter of Guſtavus reduced 

to write to the receivers of her finances, to» 

the ſenate, to the king of Sweden, I ſuf- 
*« fer more than can be conceived z not on- 
ly from the depriyation of what is neceſ- 
« ſary. for the ſupport of my dignity, but 

_ *«-ſtill more, in what is dearer to me, my 
« credit. and reputation; ſince I am con- 
« ſidered as no longer in a ſituation to- 

„ keep my royal word, and fulfil my en- 
«© gage ments for the payment of thoſe ſums- 
ce advanced by. perſons touched with affec-- 
6 tion, or, properly ſpeaking, with compaſ- 
« ſion, ſtill more praiſe-worthy, for the de- 

* ce plorable ſtate of my revenues for ſome- 
t years paſt, which forced me into ſuch» 

obligations.“ 

The queen, after having aofaccalafully 
aſpired to the throne of John Caſimir, king; 
of Poland, claimed a right of ſucceſſion to- 
his inheritance, as the next heir, at his de- 

ceaſe. She wrote to the king of France, 
and his. miniſters, and to the Swediſh am- 
M 5 baſſador 
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baſſador at that court, to enforce her pre- 
_ tenſions, and appointed the Pope's nuncio 
to be her procurator in the purſuit of this 
| buſineſs. Her diligence extended to Po- 
land, Dantzick, Naples, and Spain: ſhe al- 
ſo engaged the intereſt of the Pope. But 
the late king of Poland had diſpoſed of his 
whole fortune by will, in favour of the 
Princeſs-Palatine; and beſides, theſe ſove- 
reigns had ſome demands to make for 
themſelves, on ſuch lands as were ſituate in 
their particular diſtrits, which they found 
no great difficulty in appropriating-to their 
own emolument ;- and Chriſtina could ob- 
tain no ſhare in the ſpoil. It was no longer 
a novelty to find her requeſts rejected, and 
all her ſchemes vaniſned with her credit and 
conſequence. 1 
1679. Great negotiations were carrying- 
on towards a peace, in which Germany, 
France, and Sweden, were principally in - 
i tereſted. The conferences of the miniſters 
plenipotentiary were held at Nimeguen.“ 
Chriſtina had a mind to appear in a regal 
character in this treaty ; ſhe conceived a 
project of perſuading theſe princes to cede 


| to her the poſſeſſion, or rather. ſequeſtra- 
P2545 345 49 | tion 
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tion of ſuch provinces in Germany as had 
| been conquered during her reign, and were 
now in their hands. Cedercrantz, a young 
Swede, was entruſted with the management 
of this affair; one, according to her own : 

words, whoſe fortune ſhe had made, and 
whoſe underſtanding ſhe had formed; this 
gentleman ſhe diſpatched to France, Ni- 
meguen, Sweden, and the Hague. 
. The. miniſter of Chriſtina ſolicited the 

grant of either a round ſum, or an annuity 
for life upon the ſubſidies which France 
was ſtill indebted to Sweden; he farther- 
requeſted of Louis XIV. to write a letter, 
in favour of the queen's pretenſions, to the- 
court of Stockholm, and to the reſt of the 
powers concerned: but, being unable . 
to obtain any. thing ſatisfactory, Ceder- 
crantz received orders from his miſtreſs to 
leave Paris, and repair to the congreſs at. 
Nimeguen. No ſovereign wasever morede- 
licately attentive to titles and all the mi- 
nutiæ of ceremony. She wrote ample in- 
ſtructions to her envoy on this ſubject. 
Sweden is not only my native country, 
_ ©© 1 have a ſuperior right; it appertained to - 
me before it was the king's; I am far 
M 6 m from 
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*© from diſputing his title, and will ne- 
«© yer revoke a grant of my own; but 
*© there is this difference in our right; Iam 
s indebted to God alone for what I am, 
«the king is not only indebted to God, 
< but tome. Never ſuffer the title of any” 
«<< monarch to precede mine, except that of 
the Pope, and of the Emperor, to whom 
. < only I allow precedence... When the- 
« queen and the king of Sweden are men- 
<< tioned, the queen ought to take place; 
you may give kings and queens the title 
<< of moſt ſerene majeſty, if you pleaſe, but be 
< particularly careful. not to beſtow it on- 
< me; the queen, or Chriſtina, are the only 
< appellations I chuſe.” She alſo infiſted 
that the treaſurer of her finances ſhould 
have precedence immediately after the 
ſenators, and before the great officers of 
tate, with the title of Excellency. 

Let, notwithſtanding the loftineſs of her 
baden ö and the rank Chriſtina expect- 
ed to hold in the treaty of Nimeguen, ſhe 
very Toon ſaw her hopes of obtaining a ceſ- 
ſion of the Swediſh provinces vaniſh. Se- 
veral ſucceſſive victories of Charles the 
XIch over the „ and the Jaws pre- 

ſcribed 
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ſetibed by France to tlie elector of Bran- 


denburgh, obliging him to deſiſt from the 
greater part of his claims, reſtored to the 
Swedes their former conqueſts, and re- eſta- 
bliſned peace amongſt the contending- 
powers, without the concutrence of Chriſ- 
tina. She was even reduced to make freſh: 
applications before ſhe could receive the 


arrears neceſſary to revive the ſplendor of 


her court. 
On the death of Clement X. Chriſtina 
entered into the intrigues of the conclave, 
in order to raiſe cardinal Conti to the papal 
chair, whoſe zealous attachment to her i in 


tereſt ſhe had long experienced: his bro- 


ther was firſt gentleman of the bedcham- 


ber to her majeſty; and the ducheſs of 


Muri, his ſiſter, her firſt lady. 


But the queen had the mortification to 
ſee her wiſhes diſappointed ; the ſuffrages 


united in favour of Benedict Odeſchalchi, 


whogvas Choſen pope by the name of Inno- 
cent XI. This quick ſucceſſion of pontiffs 
expoſed Chriſtina to very ſingular viciſſi- 
tudes in her affairs.. Under Innocent XI. 
her influence became weak; he was a man 


of ny: and. * but reſolute, 


and 
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and not at all calculated to be 63 
by others. 

The doctrine of Quietiſm mate a great. ö 
noiſe at this time in Rome. Molinos, who 
had propagated. it, was confined in priſon 
by order of the Inquiſition. | Chriſtina was. 

ſuſpected of favouring this new opinion; at. 
- leaſt, ſhe had apparently the. higheſt perſo- 
nal eſteem. for its ſupporter : ſhe was parti- 
cularly careful to ſoften the rigour of his: 
confinement, and to defend him againſt 
perſecution. The Pope himſelf ſaid, ** Mo- 
« linos may be liable to error, but he is 
40 moſt Certainly a good man at the dor 
« tom.” 
Mademoiſelle le F bee, 8 Ma- 
dame Dacier, now began to aftoniſh the 
literary world by her knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin languages, and all the 
learning of antiquity. . At the age of ſix- 
teen, her perſon amiable, ſhe preferred the 
fatigue of ſtudy to all other amuſements. 
Chriſtina anticipated the young French 
woman's intention, in ſending her the firſt 
compliments by count Coningſmark, the 
Swediſh ambaſſador in France. Gratitude 
dictated a letter, in Latin, to the queen. 
accompanied 


= 
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accompanied with the hiſtory of Florus, of 
which ſhe was the editor and commenta- 
tor. Chriſtina replies to her, I have 
good authority for believing you a young, 
* handſome, agreeable woman; does it not 
make you bluſh to have ſo much learn-. 
* ing? Truly it is very unreaſonable in you! 
Tell me by what unknown charm have 
«you formed a connection with the Muſes, - 
* and the Graces ?\ If your magic is po- 
e tent enough to draw Fortune into the 
&. alliance, ſuch acquiſitions will be almoſt: 
<« unparalleled in ſtory ;- they will leave no- 
„ thing more to wiſh, unleſs it be the 
__ «knowledge of True Religion, which can- 
«not. long remain concealed from a lady, 
«who is qualified to converſe with. the ſa. 
« cred.writers in their original languages.” 
| Mademoiſelle le F. Hoi was born a Pro- 
teſtant ; the queen endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her to come, to Rome: the hope of 
making a convert, was as ſtrong a motive. 
for this requeſt as the pleaſure of her con- 
verſation ; but this amiable ſcholar was not 
to be tempted by intereſt to quit her, 
native ſoil. She was fortunate enough, 
after a ſerious examination, to diſcover. 
| the 


tte true religion, and to prevail upon hen 
huſband; M. Dacier, to make a public ab. 
juration of his errors. This lady was a par- 
taker of: the beneficence . Louis XIV.. 
and her induſtry to promote inſtruc- 
tion of the Dauphin, _ 5 glory ** 
— was indefatigable. 

- Chriſtina, who was ever W in e 
Aeon of praiſe, advice, and informa- 
tion, wrote a long moral epiſtle to count 
Waſanar, the natural ſon of Uladiſiaus VII. 
king of Poland, who was her relation. This: 
nobleman . was agreeable in his perſon, 
had a cultivated mind, a noble air, and ele- 
vated ſentiments, but was deſtitute of for- 
tune, and had wandered through ſeveral | 
eourts of Europe, without meeting with 
any opportunity to e the misfortunes 
of his deftirry. 

King Caſimir, who retired to . 
ek his abdication, would have acknow-- 
ledged the count as his nephew, before the 
parliament-of Paris; but he was diverted. 
from an intention that would have pro- 
cured Waſanar a ſuitableeſtabliſhment: this 


The reader will obſerve, . it is a Roman Catholic who- 


prince 


= - 
4 
2 * 
* ** 
; 


QUEEN or SWEDEN. 29% 
prince died in a ſhort time, and Chtiſtina 
hoſpitably received Waſanar in his dif- 

treſs, owned the tie of conſanguinity, gave 

him rank in her court, and employed him 
in affairs of conſequence: but, too much. 

reſtrained by fortune to afford him a conſi- 
derable eſtabliſhment, ſhe encouraged him 

to renounce: the world. Ceaſe to flatter 
<« yourſelf with vain chimeras; ſays ſhe, in. 

4 her letter, but believe, implicitly, that 
„ there is no happineſs in this world to be 

« expected either for you q me; and that 

all the tranſactions of it are of ſuch a na- 
te ture, that thoſe are moſt happy who have 
the feweſt hopes and expectations. Were 
<« it poſſible for you to attain univerſal mo- 
“ narchy, to be encircled with a ſuperlauve 
_ «. degree of ſplendor, glory, greatneſs, and 

« pleaſure, you would not enjoy more con- 

<« tentment than you do at preſent (I ſpeak 

<« experimentally). So far frombeing more at 
<< eaſe, you would, on the contrary, feel 

e vexations and diſguſts which are yet un- 
„ known to you; and which you would 

«. find more irkſome thao all the evils yu] 

&< have hitherto been tormented with; 

« 18 your oonũdenes in the Almighty,. 

| and. 
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and if you are convinced that your voca- 
tion is from above, quit the world imme- 

_ « diately, but quit ir in the manner you 
«© would do a houſe on fire; fly with ſpeed 
_* fave yourſelf, if you wiſh not to periſh!” 

This nobleman did not, however, yield 
* theſe pious exhortations ; the queen 
ſettled on him an annual penſion, and he 
was appointed one of the knights of ho- 
nour to pope Alexander VIII. and Inno- 
cent XII. 

1682. The king of Sweden, C ailes xn 
| had fractured his leg by a fall from his. 
horſe; an accident that alarmed his ſubjects 
with apprehenſions for his life, and Fame, 
which always magnifies danger, ſpread at 
Rome the news of his death; a report that 
rekindled in Chriſtina deſires and diſquie- 
tudes. A will, attributed to this monareh, was 
handed about, in which Chriſtina's intereſt 
was totally forgotten. The daughter of 
- Guſtavus was. alarmed; it was perceptible to 
every one-that ſhe ſtill regarded the throne. 
of Sweden as her hereditary patrimony, 
which could not be diſpoſed of to her pre- 


Judice: preparations were began for an- 


* journey into Sweden, to aſſert her 
A 
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pretenſions, when all farther hopes and 


fears were diſſipated | by the * reco- 
very. 


Aſtrology became one of Chriſtina s pre- 


ſent ſtudies, as alchymy had been one of 
her former; according to her on account, 

© the poſſeſſed an unbounded curioſity to 
„ know every thing.“ To inveſtigate and 
trace this folly in the human mind would, 

_ undoubtedly, not be the moſt inſignificant 
of all the Sciences |! 

Notwithſtanding Chriſtina's diſintereſted | 
profeſſions, ſhe ſighed over the empty title 
of a queen, diſpoſſeſſed of a kingdom. Am- 

bition ſtill reigned in her heart, and was 

| awakened by the ſlighteſt breeze of hope. 
Benedict Oxenſtiern was the preſent grand 


chancellor of Sweden, whoſe talents and 
qualities were well adapted to that impor- 1 
tant office. Chriſtina congratulated him 


on his preferment; recalling at the ſame time 
to his remembrance the honours ſhe had ſo li- 
berally beſtowed upon his family, and con- 
juring him not to forget the intereſt of his for- 
mer lovereign. The information he received 


of the queen's deſire to have entire and ſole 
E of the dutchy of Bremen, 1 in ex- 
| change 


* 
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change for all her domains and revenues in 
Pomerania, Gothland, Weſel, &c. gave him. 
cauſe to hope this would afford him an op- 
portunity of ſerving his benefactreſs, and at 
the ſame time be an uſeful equivalent to the 
nation; for, in reality, the remote ſituation 
of Bremen, open to the invaſion of an 
enemy, rendered its preſervation a work of 
difficulty to the court of Sweden, Chriſ- 
tina preſſed the completion of an affair that, 
in ſome degree, would have given her the 
epitome of royalty; but, to aſcertain its ſo- 
ldity, ſhe inſiſted on the independent ſo- 
vereignty of the province, whoſe neuttality, 
| in caſe of a war, was to be guarantied by 
| all the neighbouring potentates. 1 Neither 
of theſe conditions could be obtained; the 
exchange did not take place; and the 
queen was again reduced to the mortifying 
„ circumſtance of depending on the diſpoſi- 
tion of the Swediſh court for the ſupport: 
of her dignity. 
The frequent cauſes of 8 that 
I Chriſtina was perſecuted with from her 
country, were incapable of deſtroying that 
liyely attachment ſhe always diſcovered for 
hs * — of Sweden. 
She 


1 
i 
1 
1 
| 
' 


e ER or 8 ro EN. 4 267 


She: /Aipiayed this propenſity i in all events, 
happy or unfortunate; aſſiduous in felici- 


tating the miniſtry on the ſucceſs of their 
adminiſtration, and in giving them counſel 
when ſhe thought the WORne of the Rate 
required 3 


1683. The famous jb Sobieſki, king 
of Poland, obtained a glorious victory over 
an army of twenty thouſand Turks, at the 
ſiege of Vienna. This hero, who com- 
manded the Chriſtian forces, obliged the 
infidels, in ſpite of their vaſt fuperiority of 
numbers, to retire with precipitation acroſs 
the Danube, abandoning their ſtandards, 
tents, ammunition, and artillery: a memo- 
Table action which delivered the imperial 
city, by repelling the rage of that torrent 
which threatened to overwhelm the whole 
empire with deſolation. Sobieſki was co- 
vered with glory; and Chriſtina paid her 
tribute of incenſe £9 the conqueror in an 
Italian letter; © I am indebted to your ma- 
« jeſty, ſays ſhe, for the ſecurity of my royal 
© independancy and repoſe, two bleſſings 
I prefer to all the kingdoms. upon earth! 
yet I cannot forbear confeſſing my ingta- 
9 < titude to ſo great a a monarch, whoſe re- 


« putation 
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« putation I contemplate with envy ; « 
"<6 paſſion peculiarly inſupportable to wel 


8 from the reſiſtance it met with in forcing 
<6 my ſubmiſſion. No mortal hitherto was 


<< capable of inſpiring it in my breaſt; your 
« majeſty alone has kindled it. However, 


J ought to add, in my own juſtification, 
that the ſentiments which agitate my 
«ſoul do not owe their ſource to a con- 


tc temptible jealouſy, ſince ſo far from refu- 


< ſing to do juſtice to your merit, I acknow- 
_< ledge myſelf ſenſibly delighted with that 
C ſupreme degree of eſteem and admiration 
C which the world pays to its ſuperiority.” 


Chriſtina commends the eminent talents 
-of an Italian poet, called Vincenzo Filicaia, 


with equal enthuſiaſm. V our ſonnets, in my 
opinion, (ſays the queen) are equal to any 


<« of the beautiful Lyrick odes, either an- 
T cient or modern, I have ever read, If he- 


ce roes deſire any farther reward for their no- 
« ble deeds than what is beſtowed by Hea- 


. « yen and conſcious Virtue, there are few 


t more eligible than the celebration of their 
actions by your pen; which, in its ſu- 
« blimeſt elogiums, never flatters. Was 


er Alexander to ariſe again, he would with 


46 more 
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e more reaſon envy the princes of our age 


« ſuch a poet, than he did Achilles for 


« having a Homer to immortalize his 


« fame.—lI read all your ſonnets inceſſantly, 


« with the higheſt rapture; and I own, 


8 notwithſtanding I am naturally a little 
ce malicious, and enjoy critical obſervations, 


« ] can diſcover nothing in your poetry 


ce but what excites my admiration : it is im- 

c poſſible to expreſs how much I am 
«© charmed: ſurely the incomparable Pe- 
<« trarch has renewed his exiſtence in your 
« form ! but he has ariſen with a glorious 
ce body, freed from its former imperfections ! 
« You haye the art of uniting genius, 


judgment, and erudition; and you treat 
e ſubjects, ſacred or profane, with a maſter- 


ly hand.“ 


The poet was not ungrateful; he repaid 
Chriſtina's adulation by dedicating a poem 


to her glory; which drew from her the 


moſt animated expreſſions of acknowledg- 
ment in ſeveral letters. * Since my appro- 
e bation is not unpleaſing to you, oblige 
me by continuing to enrich the preſent 


age with your productions. You: owe 


this duty to Heaven, to Ita, and even 
- * to 
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eto me, ſinee you will have it ſo! for my 
at. part, I ſhall eſteem it an honour for fu- 
de ture ages to remember that Chriſtina, 
_ **%:tho! a foreigner, had taſte to read and ad- 
1 mire the works of the Filicata !“ 
This poet, ſo highly extolled, is how- 
ever very little-known to poſterity; and 
| though Chriſtina beſtowed on him ſuch 
— pre-eminence, was never elaſſed with Pe- 
trarch or Taſſo: his verſes derived all their 
ſplendor from Italian conceits, and the tin- 
ſel of falſe wit. Filicala was of a noble fa- 
mily in Florence, and was honoured by 
the great · duke with the rank of ſenator. 
He partgok largely of Chriſtina's genero- 
ſity, wha defrayed the expence of educating 
his two ſons. By ſuch repeated bounties 
her finances became diſordered ; and ſhe 
was perpetually buſied in urging the pay- 


ment of the Swediſh remittances : often was 


the neceſſitated to pledge her moſt coſtly 
Jewels to the Hamburgh Jews, Who ad- 
vanced her ſums of money at exorbitant 
intereſt, which ſne employed in the en- 
couragement of genius, and the wellef of 

| hays 52 oe 
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France upon the Proteſtants, and the vio- 


lent methods practiſed for their converſion, 


excited lamentations from all good Chriſ- 
tians. On this occaſion Chriſtina. addreſ- 
ſed the Chevalier de Terlon, the French 

ambaſſador, who had attended her in her 


journey to Sweden in 1660. The letter 
wherein the queen declares her ſentiments 


upon this proceeding, deſerves conſidera- 


tion, as the reſult of a ſteady. enlightened 


| reaſon 3 and does as great honour to her 
heart as to her underſtanding. | 

As you are deſirous to know my ſenti- 

c ments on the project for extirpating he- 

<« reſy in France, I am rejoiced to deliver 

* them on this truly important ſubject. 

% That I neither fear nor flatter any per- 


* ſon living, has always been my aſſer- 


„ tion; I will, therefore, freely confeſs to 
“ you, that I am not at all convinced this 
grand ſcheme will be attended with ſuc- 
e ceſs ; nor can I regard the attempt as a 
« thing very advantageous to our holy reli- 
« gion: on the contrary, I foreſee a pro- 
8 ceeding ſo unprecedented will, in all 
countries, give riſe to many prejudices. 

Tell me truly, have you — great faich in 


the 
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the fincerity of theſe new converts ? 1 with 
vc their religious conformity, as well as 


& obedience to the king's edict. may wing 
« from the heart; for my part, I dread 


their obſtinacy, and ſhould not chuſe to 


have it upon my conſcience to be an- 
« ſwerable for all the ſacrileges theſe pro- 


e ſelytes may commit, compelled into re- 
„ ligion by miſſionaries who treat our 
1 holy myſteries but too irreverently. Sol- 


5 diers are a ſtrange kind of apoſtles ! 
They appear, to me, better calculated 


* for plunder, violation, and ſlaughter, 


than the art of perſuaſion. Some well- 
« atteſted relations leave no room to doubt 


800 their acquitting themſelves of their miſſion 


« with military feverity : I pity the people 
* abandoned to their diſcretion ; 1 lament 
te that multitude of ruined les! of wor- 
* re men reduced to indigence |} and find 

it impoſſible to contemplate the preſent 
* ae eee in France without the deep- 
<< eſt commiſeration. One of the ſtrongeſt 
e incitements to the compaſſion of mor- 


« tals, is the ſituation of thoſe beings who 


« are born in a ſtate of error; they certainly 


* SPELLS be the ut objects of our ha- 


5 tred! 
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«& tred! I would not, for the empire of the 
dle world, be the inſtrument of their puniſh- 
ment, any more than 1 would partake of 
« their errors. France is to be conſider- 
«ed in the light of a diſeaſed body 125 
c to have its limbs lopped off, to cure a diſ- 
« order which a little patience and lenity 
« would entirely eradicate ; whilſt violent 
« operations will, I fear, render it incurable. 
he diſſimulation of hereſy is dangerous; 

« like fire half extinguiſhed ic will, perhaps, 

* one day, burſt from its aſhes, and blaze 


ese with redoubled fury. The converſion of 


* infidels and heretics is a truly laudable 
40 undertaking, but the method purſued for 
ce its accompliſhment is ſurely extraordinary; 

* and ſince our Saviour never made uſe 

« of it to bring ſinners to repentance, can- 

te not be the beſt! Such effuſions of po- 

<< litical zeal raiſe my wonder, but ſurpaſs 
my comprehenſion ; and I rejoice in my 

% own. ignorance !” 

This letter became publickly known, and 
if it failed of influence to ſtop theardourof an 
indiſcreet zeal, at leaſt it recalled to men's 
minds the violated rights of humanity and 
the true ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion. 


N 2 Bayle, . 
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Bayle, ſpeaking of this letter in his Jour- 
oh? calls it © a fragment of Proteſtantiſm.” 
Ihe imprudent journaliſt very ſoon re- 


| ceived an anonymous advertiſement of the 


danger that threatened him if he did not 
immediately do juſtice to a catholic queen, 
whole ſincere converſion: he had cauſeleſsly 
endeavoured to render ſuſpected. Chriſtina 


| Herſelf had given orders to her ſecretary, 


Galdenſblad, to inſiſt upon the eraſement 
of that injurious reflection: thus menaced, 
Bayle thought it prudent to retract his 


opinion, and attempted to Juſtify, or, at | 


leaſt, to apologize for the freedom with 


which he had expreſſed himſelf. He wrote 
to her majeſty, and found no difficulty in 


obtaining that favour and protection ſo mu- 
nificently beſtowed by her on literary me- 
rit. This was the commencement of an 
intimate correſpondence between them; 


} Chriſtina replied, Every thing I prize the | 


< moſt, wealth, nay life itſelf is devoted to 
«* the ſervice. of the church! but J ſcorn 
« flattery, and am above diſſi mulation. 1 
* am obliged to thoſe perſons who were 
« pleaſed to publiſh my letter, for I never 
"I n to conceal my ſentiments; I thank 


cc God, 


* 
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be) God, they are too elevated, and too vir- 
4 tuous ever to be diſowned !——1 will 
impoſe a penance upon you, for the fu- 
44 ture; take care to ſend me every thing 
* curious that ſhall be publiſhed, either in 
« Latin, French, Italian, or Spaniſh 3 no 
matter what ſcience or ſubject it treats 
of, provided it be worth reading; I don't 
s even except ſatires or romances. If particu- 
« larly there are any chymical publications, 
1 defire you wilt diſpatch them immedi- 
60 ately ; likewiſe remember to ſend me 
your Journal; I will-defray all expences.“ 

Bayle gave the queen Entire ſatisfaction in 
his Journal, and merited her benefactions 
by undertaking the hiſtory of Guflavus 
the beginning is ftill extant. He alſo enter- 

tained a deſign of writing the life of Chriſ- 
tina; but her death happened in a few years, 
and put a period to both theſe works : flat- 

- tery and ſelf-intereſt were evideatly his chief 
inſtigations, ſince he in Rey abandoned 
the deſign. ; 

| Chriſtina made the tour of Italy, where 
every ſpot offered a perpetually varied 

ſource of entertainment to the lover of 

* and to the ſcholar; under this com- 
N 2 pound 
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pound title ſhe taſted infinite pleaſure : » 
veral inſcriptions are yet remaining, which 
mark her conſtant attention in examining 
the moſt elegant monuments of {kill and 
induſtry. : / 
There aroſe a diſpute at Rome, about | 
this time, on the rights. of privileged 
places, which occaſioned ſome diſtur- 
bance. It had been cuſtomary for per- 
ſons of the ſame nation to put themſelves 
under the protection of their reſpective am- 
ba ſſador; they made part of his retinue in 
public ceremonies, lived within the verge of 
his palace, profeſſed an attachment to his per- 
ſon, and under this pretext enjoyed many ad- 
vantages. Several houſes, and even entire 
1 ſtreets, were regarded as under the protec- 
tion of the neighbouring ambaſſador, and 
had the name and rights of ſanctuary al- 
lowed them; Romans, as well as foreigh- 
ers, took refuge there, and theſe quarters 
of the city. were the moſt populous, Ex- 
empt from the purſuit of juſtice, they often 
became an aſylum for criminals,, whoſe 
wickedneſs grew more preſumptuous from 
heing ſuffered with impunity. 


Pope Innocent XI. wanted to aboliſh, or, 
1 n . at 


”S 
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at leaſt, diminiſh this abuſe of power; what 
he atempted was to confine the extent of 
privilege to the palace of an ambaſſador, 
and to include only ſuch perſons as imme- 
diately appertained to the ſervice of his per- 
fon. and equipage. The ambaſſadors of 1 
the emperor and the king of Spain conſent- | 
ed to conform to the intentions of his holi- 
neſs; provided that France would likewiſe | 
accede to this new regulation; and 
Chriſtina, who enjoyed all theſe rights in 
1 their full extent, was the firſt to ſet an ex- 
* ample of reſignation. She wrote to the 

Pope, Moſt Holy Father, in order 
ee to-ſecond the very pious views of yout 
« holineſs in the deſire you expreſs for the 
<« abolition of ahlums, I voluntarily reſign 
« into-your hands for ever all thoſe privi- 
« leges,, which from the juſtice and polite - 
% nels of your predeceſſors, as well as of 
your holineſs, I have uninterruptedly en- 
« joyed to this moment; reſerving to my- 
* ſelf that deference which is due to the 
VL inhabitants of my own palace. I ac- 
BY * knowledge that L offer nothing to your 
j < holineſs but what already appertains to 
0 . ** you! We offer our oblations to the 
N 4 « Deity 


my R my D 


* 


- 


1 ” 


2-272 "HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
Deity on the ſame principle; for what is 


all we poſſeſs but the overfiowings of his 


* 
* 


bounty? \ Yet ſuch offerings are not only 


s graciouſly received, they are rewarded by 


Infinite Goodneſs with eternal and ineſti · 
e mable bleſſings! For my part, I nei- 


ther expect nor deſire any favour from 
your holineſs in return; all I have 


ig 


Fo 


to beg is, that you will, on this occaſion, 
te approve the example I have given; an 


example, perhaps, not deſtitute of uti- 


© 9 
4 


* lity,: ſhould. its influence en in the 
<« preſent conjuncturc. | 


1687. The court of France 4845 on a 


different ſyſtem, reſolving to ſupport its 


'- ambaſſadors in the unreſtrained poſſeſſion of 


their ancient privileges, notwithſtanding the 


allegation of the Pope, that his legates and 


nuncios at Paris had no privilege beyond the 


verge of their hotels; and even this was con- 


fined tothe circle of their ow n domeſtics. 
Louis XIV. was very far from allowing 


any compariſon to be drawn between the 


rigbis of. his ambaſſadors and the nuncios 


of the ſovereign pontiff; beſides, he was not 
ſorry at having an opportunity to humble 


the * of whoſe behaviour he had ſome 
grounds 


— 
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grounds of complaint. The death of the 
duke d*Etrees, the French ambaſſador, 
made room for the appointment of the mar- 
quis de Lavardin, who entered Rome with 
a grand retinue. His holineſs declared he 
would not grant him an audience, nor even 
acknowledge his character of ambaſſador ; 
unleſs he firſt renounced his claim to the 
rights of privileged places, in the ſame. 
manner that thoſe of the Empire and Spain 
had already done. Louis replied, he was 
accuſtomed to ſet examples, not to follow 
them; and that the ſignal ſervices which 
France had rendered the holy ſee undoubt- 
_ edly gave her ſome reaſon to expect pecu- 
liar privileges and advantages. The am- 
baſſador made his entry, well eſcorted ;; 
and, determined to maintain his. claim, 
continued ſeveral ſucceſſive months ſhut. up: 
in his houſe; which gave occaſion for 
Paſquin to ſay, The Fraucb are become 
Quietiſts At length, the marquis of 
Lavardin made his appearance one Sunday, 
at the church of St. Louis: the next day a 
Bull of excommunication was denounced 
againſt both the church and the ambaſſa- 
W Chriſtina had juſt met with an affront 


N chat 
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that highly offended her: the Sbirri, or 
officers of juſtice, entered her palace, and 
ſeized an unhappy victim who had fled 
there for refuge. Enraged at this violation, 
the queen broke out into theſe words; 
_ * The Pope treats me with too much in- 
e dignity! Can he think I will diſſemble 
my reſentment of this outrage? No, I 
am reſolved to demonſtrate” how much 
& thoſe perſons are deceived, who think 
« E will ſubmit to ſuch treatment. 
She inſtantly gave orders to one of her 
officers, made a ſhew of arming her attend- 
ants, threatened the Sbirri, and obliged 
them to bring the priſoner back to the ſpot 
from whence: they had taken him. The 
uibunal of the treaſury formed a proceſs of 
this affair by the -pope's order, and publiſn- 
ed a monitory againſt che queen's officer. 
Chriſtina, not in the leaſt terrified with a 
. proſecution, wrote this reſolute billet to the 
treaſurer: The ſummons ſent this day to 
s my' officer, gęquiring him to appear be- 


fore your Iribunal of juſtice, as you call 


4 it, reflects diſhonour on your maſter, as 
„ well as yourſelf : I cannot help behold- 


21 < ing you with an eye of compaſſion, in 
your 
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* your preſent capacity, but ſhall do it ſtill 
e more if you live to be a cardinal; yet, 
« for your conſolation, I give you my word 
te that the perſon you have condemned to 
6 death ſhall live, if heaven permits, ſome. 
« time longer; and that ſhould. he chance 


to end his days by a violent, inſtead of a 


e natural death, he ſhall not fall unaccom- 
<« panied,” This princeſs, whoſe loftineſs 
of ſoul encreaſed in proportion to the en- 


deavours made uſe of to depreſs it, de- 


manded ſatisfaction for the inſult to ber 
prerogative. She aſſembled the officers 


and attendants. of her houſhold, and ac- 


quainted them with the inſufficiency, of her 
ſtrength to protect them any longer againſt 
the rigour of an unjuſt and tyrannical 994 
vernment: that. to avoid involving them: 
in the danger of defending her cauſe, ſhe 


reſtored them their liberty. At theſe words 


they all melted into tears, proteſting their 
readineſs to ſhed the laſt drop of their 


blood in her defence. Chriſtina accepted 
their offer, and promiſed to ſecure their 


perſons, and reward their zeall. 


The reſolution of the queen, and the 


| violent part her character might naturally 


N. 6. | kad. 
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lead her to act, induced ſeveral of the car- 


dinals, and even the Pope, to think of an 


accommodation; but the minds of both par - 


ties grew more and more inflamed. Inno- 


cent XI. wanted to vindicate his authority, 


affronted in the perſons of the officers of 
juſtice, and Chriſtina demanded reparation 


for the injury offered to her rank. The 


queen entered the church of the Jeſuits, 


attended by her retinue, well armed and 
reſolutely determined: this was a kind of 
bravado to which they did not think pro- 


per to pay much attention. The Pope ſent 


her on the ſame day a preſent of ſome fruit, 
particularly delicate for the ſeaſon ; ſhe faid, 


in receiving it, Surely his Holineſs does 
0 not intend to lull me aſleep with his 
& temptations? I ſhall be always on my 


guard.“ Innocent contented himſelf 
with ſaying, e donna: ſbe is a woman] 
She felt the poignancy of this reflection, 


and launched out into complaints and re- 


proaches. The Pope ſtopped the queen's 
penſion of twelve thouſand crowns, which 
the Apoſtolic- chamber had paid for ſeveral 
years paſt: he imagined by this means to 


e | matter 


; 4 
| 1 


ſiubdue her ſpirit, but it was for her new 
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matter of exultation and triumph. When 
cardinal Azzolino acquainted her with his 
Holineſs's intention, ſhe made this ſingu- 
lar reply: I aſſure you this news gives me 
6 particular pleaſure; I beg you will do 


i me the juſtice to believe you could have 


« rold me nothing in the world fo agree- 
« able] God, who knows the ſecrets of my 
« heart, knows that 1 ſpeak truth. Re- 
e ceiving thoſe twelve thouſand crowns 
« from the Pope, was the only blemiſh in 
« my life; and I ſubmitted to that puniſh- 
ic ment An the hand of Heaven, as the 
« moſt humiliating mortification to. my 

« pride.” | 

Chriſtina had entered into a tric con- 
nection with the marquis de Lavardin, 
who had the ſame cauſe to defend; they 
agreed mutually to ſupport each other 
againſt the encroachments of the court of 
Rome : Louis XIV. wrote a very obliging 
letter on this occaſion, which Chriſtina an- 
ſwered ; and had the ſatisfaction to ſee a 
friendly intercourfe revive between his ma- 


jeſty and her, without the ſmalleſt advances / 


made on her part, after a coolnefs, and al- 
SPAFETE | | _ moſt 
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moſt total interruption of it for nx | 
years. 
I be French held chemſelves ready to de- 
fend their pretenſions ſword in hand ; the 
queen, on her ſide, was employed in A 
fying herſelf in her palace. On ſome re- 
preſentations made to her, that Innocent XI. 
might at laſt make her ſenſible of his power; 
«Tf he. be a pope, faid ſhe, I will make 
« him remember that I am a queen,” 
| There came ambaſſadors from the king 
of Siam to the Pope, who had an audience, 
and received rich preſents from his Holi- 
neſs : Chriſtina, on this occaſion, ſaid, 
Since the Pope is determined to behave 
ill to all the princes of Europe, he cer- 
4 tainly judges right to pay extraordinary 
& honours to Indian kings, and their am- 
& baſſadors!” 
The Spaniſh ambaſſador had only relin- 
quiſhed his claim to the privileges in queſ- 
tion, conditionally if other. powers would do 
the ſame; therefore, when he ſaw France 
and Chriſtina reſolved not to yield up the 
ſmalleſt article, he again reaſſumed his an- 
cient Tights. This conteſt was the ſubje& 
| of: 


1 


their attention was fixed on Chriſtina's be- 


haviour, and ſhe very well knew they wait · 
ed the reſult of it: My ſituation at Rome, 
„ ſaid ſhe, is parallel to that of Cæſar in 


the hands of the pyrates; like him I me- 
e nace, and they fear me!” Animoſities 
ran ſo high, that the Pope declared he was 
abſolutely determined to aboliſh the diſ- 

puted privileges; and. that he felt himſelf 
boſſeſled. of ſufficient. fortitude to ſuffer 
martyrdom, rather than give up. the point, 


Neither Louis nor Chriſtina were in the - 


leaſt diſpoſed to make the moſt inconſi- 
- derable ſubmiſſion. to the ſovereign pontiff, 
of whoſe treatment they had perſonal cauſe 
of complaint; otherwiſe the juſtice. and 
neceſſity of a reformation in the abuſe of 
 ſanfluary was ſelf-evident. It was not eaſy 
to foreſee the concluſion of this important 


affair; the court of Rome continued nego- 


tiating, and expected to gain from time, 
what it could not hope to obtain from au- 
thority or violence. France had a war to 


ſupport with the principal powers of Eu- 
rope, and began to be leſs regardful of 


this diſpute z and the queen ſoon diſappear- 
ed 
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of converſation. in alk the European courts, . 
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eld from the ſcene of action. After her 


death, the marquis de Lavardin did not 

care to brave the ſtorm alone, but with- 
- drew from Rome without taking leave of 
the Pope; apprehending leſt the multi- 
- tude and the inquiſition might claim a 
right to vent their malice on him as an ex- 
* communicated perſon, without being 
guilty of a violation of the lat of nations. 
On the death of Innocent XI. his ſucceſſor, 
Pope Alexander VIII. had no difficulty in 
obtaining from Louis XIV. the abolition of 
afylums: that monarch had no longer the 


_ fame intereſt nor reaſons for oppoſition to 


- I the juſt demands of the new pope. 

__ Chriſtina ever continued the zealous pa- 
; troneſs of learning and talents, and the en- 
courager of merit in all nations: ſeveral li- 
terary works were undertaken through her 
inſtigation, the expences of the preſs de- 
frayed, and the authors rewarded by: her 


3H bounty. Waſtmuth's Treatiſe on Aftro- 


nomy and © Chronology was the fruit of her li- 
beralicy, as well as the Hiſtory of the Trien- 
nal wer of the Empire by Puffendorf. She 
correſponded regularly with the literati of 
| Germany, and the ws of France. Made- 
* 2 

ws moiſelle 
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moiſelle Scudery ſent the queen her works, 
and at the ſame time recommended one of 
her friends to her notice, at the very period 
when diſputes on privilege were at their 
height, and the French looked upon with 
_ diſtruſt, Chriſtina anſwered. M. Scudery 
thus; How amazing is it, that Made- 
. bs moifelle Scudery, who has wrote ſo well 
upon the tyranny of faſhion, ſhould be 


* unacquainted with that now eſtabliſhed 


at Rome! Indeed you have recommend- 
ed your friend very unfortunately. Do 
„ you know that Frenchmen would 
« find it a much eaſier taſk to gain admit- 


2 « tance to the favourite Sultana than to 


* me? though I am not the object of 
love or jealouſy to any ſultan, and am, 
„ thank heaven, entirely free, even among 
_ * Irahans, A kind of paſſion, hitherto | 
s undefined, is ſubſtituted in the place of 
that love and jealouſy which reign at 
« Conſtantinople ; one of its effects is, to 
L revenge on the French nation thoſe, 
well or ill-grounded, vexations of which it 
e is pretended I have been guilty. How- 
te ever, I ſuppoſe the faſbion will not be 
80 Mn ; and ſhould it change, I ſhall 
. | 5 con- 
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« convince your friend that all polite men 


I are received with pleaſure at my houſe, 


particularly thoſe who. are of your ac- 

« quaintance : it is my determined reſolu· 

40 tion, however, not to interfere in bringing 

about this change, tho the ſentimenis and 

behaviour of m y perſecutors ſhould remain 

40 eternally unalterable ;. the circumſtances 

4 of my paſt life ought to convince mankind 
© that I have ſufficient fortitude to deprive 
% myſelf of all its indulgencies without ro- 

e luctance.——1 have naturally a violent 

« averſion to the thought of ad age, and 

cannot imagine how I ſhall ever accuſtom 

« myſelf to bear its infirmities. Was the 

« choice of old age, or death; in my power, 

« Lthink I ſhould prefer the latter with- 
© out heſitation z but ſince that is a point 
E in which we are never conſulted, I ſtudy 
6 £0 make life as agreeable as I can. In 
ſame manner, the approach of 

66 2 ever punctual to his time, 
« never. diſturbs me: I wait in calm 
e expectation, neither fearing nor deſiring 


40 his arrival.— It is now time to talk of 
40 your works, which are learned, uſeful, 
« * n You ſo artfully embelliſh 
. - op 


% 
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_ « the fine things you ſay, that I am quite 
e charmed ! For how many delightful mo- 
« ments am I indebted to you! and how 

« impoſſible. do I find it to repay them; 


c yet (tell me) are you, who write ſo ele⸗ | 


« gantly, excuſable for letting the prince 
<« of Conde die without beſtowing an elo- 
4 gium upon him either in verſe or proſe? 
What an irreparable loſs to France | what 


« loſs to the preſent age is that great man, 
% who was one of its moſt diſtinguiſned 
* ornaments! For my own part, I have re- 

e oretted him as fincerely as any of his beſt 


et friends; and muſt inſiſt on your writing, 


« ſomething worthy a hero of ſuch eminent 


„ and extraordinary merit. In my opi- 


e nion, to praiſe thoſe who deſerve com- | 


* mendation, is one of the moſt refined of 


40 all our pleaſures; and Mademoiſelle: 
Scudery, whole talents are ſo expreſsiy 
% calculated for panegyric,, can never re- 


fuſe her encomiums to ſuch a prince! 
It appears that the great Condé was ſtill. 
Chriſtina's hero: ſhe exalted him above all 


the moſt famous warriors ancient or mo- 


dern, and regarded him, according to her 


own. 


1 — r — 
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own Lan as an honour to PAY 
| en 3 ; 

1688. The prince 8 of Are, 
who afterwards became ſo renowned under 
the title of Charles XII. wrote to Chriſtina 
when he was about ſix years old. The 

queen prognoſticated, with great truth, the 
luſtre this prince would one day reflect on 
the Swediſh monarchy, by his virtues and 
valour; but that part of her predic- 
tion undoubtedly proved- fallacious, which 
announced a happy reign to Sweden, 
founded on the wiſdom of his government. 
Charles was as ignorant in the cabinet as 
he was ſkilful in the field. 
__- Chriſtina diſpatched the marquis del 
Monte into Sweden; he was ſon of the 
marquis ſhe formerly employed in the 
management of her affairs at Stockholm. 
The queen had obliged this young Italian 
| to marry a rich heireſs, niece io Monal- 
| _ © deſchi, in ſpite of the repugnance he teſti- 
fied to an alliance with a name which 
Chriſtina's ' vengeance had made too fa- 
mous: this was an additional motive for 
ap _ E * * willing to re- 
5 Fi. pair, 


- . 
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pair, in ſome meaſure, the diſgrace ſhe had 


brought on the family of Monaldeſchi, by 


public marks of eſteem and conſideration, 
notwithſtanding the crime of the guilty 
perſon put to death by her authority. 

The father of the marquis del Monte 


died ſuddenly, to the great regret of the 


queen, who had drawn conſiderable advan- 


tages from his zeal, attachment, and ta- 


lents. She undertook the melancholy 
taſk of breaking the news to his ſon, and 


of endeavouring to conſole him. All 
e that I am able to do for you, in this try- 


« ing moment (ſaid ſhe) is to aſſure you 


_ * that whatever tenderneſs your father felt 


„ for you is bequeathed to me; and that 
for the future you ſhall be my ſon, at 
* leaſt of affection! - What is mortality? 


* nothing but duſt and aſhes: remember, 


«©. we muſt all vaniſh away like ſhadows :— 

« life is no more than a dream; it ſparkles, 
« and diſappears like a momentary flaſh of 
6 lightning: — we are all running our race 
towards eternity. —I will ſend you your 


cc patent of. maſter of the horſe; which 1 ＋ | 
& have already beſtowed on you.—Requeſt 


« Heaven 


: o_ — 
— r 2 
— ” ” 2 — 
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bh” Heaven 'to preſerve my life, and you 


„ ſhall fee What honours 1 reſerve for 


835 „vou. 22 


The court of Stockholm was perpetu- 
ally raiſing new difficulties to retard the 


payment of the queen's revenues: depriv- 
ed of her penſion from the Apoſtolic- 


chamber, and more diffuſive in her ex- 


penees and liberalities every day, ſhe had 
more occaſion than ever for the regular 
remittance of her annuity. ——Fhe mar- 
quis del Monte deſpaired of ſucceeding in 


His application, and deſcribed to the queen 


his fears and diſtruſt of his own abilities, 
who re aſſured and eneburaged his inexpe- 
KL: rience. 
« tina to the governor of her domains) 


„Do you affit him (ſays Chriſ- 


$ Jet him fee that you place ſome confi- 


„ dence in him; I will anſwer for his fide- 


ty, and other requiſites will ripen in 
time. In your ſchool he will form his 


conduct; the marquis has not had the 
* good fortune to be taught by fo able a 


* maſter ;—he is ſolely my work. — Men 


of experience are alone capable of exe- 
E cuting ſtate affairs; but the execution 


of 


2 
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« of flate- affairs wilt i in time make men of 
« experience 


All Chriſtina's PAIR Unit are extant are 


filled with ſuch 'domeſtic and geconomical 
circumſtances, for the herſelf gave the ne- 
ceffary inſtructions to her miniſters aud 
officers, regulated their plan of action, and 
ſketched out all their proceedings. One 
cannot help remarking the extent of her 
care and attention to the minuteſt objects, 
as well as her exquiſite ſenſibility on every 

trying occaſion, and that punctilious nicety 


ſhe diſplayed in the ſlighteſt points of Ceree | 


monial. 


The true e as the different courts f 


of Europe engroſſed her attention equally 
with her perſonal affairs; and ſhe had a pe- 
cCuliar pleaſure in exerciſing her political 
; penetration on the ſchemes of its reſpective 


princes. That piercing and extenſive per- 


ception ſhe poſſeſſed was ſeldom miſtaken; 
and, as ſhe uſed to ſay, © Terreſtrial aſtro- 
„ logy is more infallible than celeſtial, in 

4 prognoſticating future events!“ — The 


motion; diviſions had ariſen among its 
Frincipal Powers, and the Jealouſy they 


diſ- | 


greateſt part of Europe was then in 
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_ diſcovered of the court of France, forced 
that nation again to unſheath the ſword, in 


order to make its grandeur and ftrengthre- 


ſpectable, Chriſtina's obſervations on the 
events in October 1688, are as follow: 
6 Fi ire and flames, are once more kindled | 


« ; in Germany. The king of France has 


e ſtruck a maſterly ſtroke ; had he. acted 
. « with equal vigour fifteen or twenty years 


<« ago, he muſt have gone great lengths, 
indeed! What moſt ſtrongly excites my 


«6 attention is, the part Sweden will act in 


« the public drama; and the diſcovery of 
te the grand deſigns of the prince of Orange: 


« very great. — The prince of Orange has 
« parts and courage; I cannot believe he 


125 would inconſiderately engage in ſo im- 


s portant an affair without an almoſt abſo- 


jute aſſurance of ſucceſs. The Pope, who 


4 has ever been unwilling to interpoſe in 
« the affairs of the king of England, has at 


* laft conſented ; we ſhall ſee the conſe- 
The termination of the fiege 

«of Philipſburg will regulate matters here; 
® & for my part, I have hardly any doubt | 


«© quence. 


my OBE, it will * taken; ; however, we muſt 


« wait 


* 


. my fears for the king of England are 
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ait the event; Iexpect Cologn and Straſ- 


* bourg will ſhare the ſame fate. Let us 
« ſee if the power of working miracles, 
« with which the houſe of Auſtria ſeems 
« endowed, will be as efficacious i in its ope- 
« ration againſt France, as it has m 
05 "IA the Turks ? 


„The world is now preſented with 2 | 


t ſcene of action that will draw tears from 

se the one half of Europe, and ſmiles from 

6 < the other.” | 5 
P. S. Certain intelligence is aired 


<« that the Dauphin commands the army of 


+ the beſiegers at Philipſburg; ſo that 


France has broke the treaty by attacking 
the emperor firſt: What ſay you to this 


<£6-20ve? There will be great revolutions 
<< mr our part of Europe. — I think, in a 
«ſhort ſpace of time, you will alſo have the 
60 pleafure of ſeeing Rome attacked. This 
te is an affair that twenty-four hours will de- 
< termine. Tou will ſee wonderful events 
<< happen ſoon. Every body here trembles, 
except myſelf.“ 


1689. Chriſtina's a were e ful. of 


; ly accompliſhed. Louis XIV. made 
the "OO: * his arms; and not- 
3601 O vithitanding 
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withſtanding” the thunder of excommuni- 
cation, his ambaſſadors at Rome ſup- 
ported the privileges of their rank with 
_ dignity. King James and his family 


were forced to fly from England, aban- 
doning the throne to his ſon-in-law the 
prince of Orange. Chriſtina intereſted her- 
ſelf in ſome part of theſe calamities, obſer- 


ved the reſt with tranquility, and foretold 
the misfortunes with which Woh was 
threatened. 


The elector of 0 not only of- 
fered the queen a retreat worthy of her 
birth, but likewiſe propoſed to aſſiſt her ma- 
jeſty againſt the perſecutions of Rome, and 
the neglet of Sweden. The daughter 
of Guſtavus, perceiving ſhe had ftill ſome 
friends and protectors remaining, began to 
think of leaving a place, which the divi- 
ſions that reigned there had rendered diſ- 
agreeable. - Perhaps, ſhe even meditated 
2 plan of ceding to the electoral houſe of 
Brandenburg all her claims, on condition 


the ſhould be put in full poſſeſſion of the 
® ſovereignty of the dytchy of Bremen; at 
leaſt it is certain that ſhe carried on a pri- 


vate treaty with the elector; and from 


LY 


3; 
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that ſource we areto draw thoſe reproaches, 


and even menaces, againſt the Swediſh go- 


vernment, which are found in her laſt let- 
ters. - Be aſſured, ſays ſhe to the gover- 
«< nor of her domains, that if all things 
« ſhould: not ſucceed anſwerably to our 
« wiſhes, I ſhall be juſt enough to believe 
ce the fault is not yours; nor is it, now, 
« matter of conſequence to me; for I 
am inclined to have an everlaſting public 


* quarrel with Sweden. — I hope to make 


<« that king repent his ingratitude and in- 
be « juſtice ; and obſerve, L do not ſay theſe 


© words without foundation.” 


The queen was engaged in eber at- 
vide with the elector of Brandenbourg, one 
that flattered her in a high degree, as {he 
expreſſes it, with expectations of felicity 
and repoſe. Purſuant to her deſign of re- 
ſiding in Germany, ſhe made a propoſition 
to the elector to conſtitute him her univer« 
ſal heir, if he would inſure to her for life 
the revenues of nen and Halber- 
ſtadt. 

All theſe ts. with has own life, 
dw near a final period; a dangerous dif- 


order had already hurried her to the gates 


O2 


| 
i 
i 
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of death; when, deceived by a falſe glim- 
mering of health, ſhe ſaid, Divine Grace 


« has joined with nature and art to work 
« miracle in my favour : they have re- 
te ſtored to me life and health. my conſti- 
c tution is yet vigorous, and has been able 
«to repel an enemy do amend of killing 


= twenty Hercules's.” 


A ſhorttime after her recovery, Chriſtina 


Shin ſecond time attacked by a malignant 
fever: no longer doubting that her laſt hour 


approached, ſhe beheld the ghaſtly tyrant 


Death with the ſame fortitude of ſoul ſhe 


had always diſcovered ; her dying ſenti- 


ments were thoſe of a good Chriſtian and 


a Roman-catholic. She- requeſted the 
Pope's protection to her domeſtics, and en- 
treated the holy father to pardon thoſe un- 
guarded actions and expreſſions which ſhe 
acknowledged herſelf guilty of towards him: 
this ſubmiſſion procured an abſolution from 
his holineſs. ' The aſcendency cardinal A'z- 


zolini had acquired over her mind gave him 
an opportunity to take care of his own in- 

tereſt. He drew up a will wherein he was 
appointed reſiduary legatee, after the pay. 
ment 'of ſeveral Win legacies for 
founding 


IRA 
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founding chapels and maſſes, as well as for 
recompenſing the fidelity of the officers and 
domeſtics of. her houſnould. 

A ſtatue of our Saviour, by Bernini the 
celebrated ſculptor, was bequeathed to the 
reigning Pope, as a mark of her yeneration 


and eſteem, ſayeth the will, for che vicar of 
Jeſus Chriſt upon earth. 


When this teſtament was preſented to 
Chriſtina, ſhe ſigned it without attending 
much to the contents. She was arrived at 
that moment when the ſoul, all abſorbed ia 
eternity, ſeeks only to diſengage itſelf from 


temporal cares. She died on the igth of 


April, 1689, at ſix in the morning. Her 
funeral obſequies were very magnificent, 
though ſhe had recommended the utmoſt 
ſimplicity to be obſerved; and, notwith- 
ſtanding her requeſt that the following 


words, only, might be engtaved upon her 


monument, VIXITr CRISTINA ANNOS 
LXIII. {Chriſtina lived ſixty · three years}; 


the Pope directed the compoſition of an 


oſtentatious epitaph, inſcribed to her ho- 
nour.—Sbe was interred in the church of 


St. Peter, in the robes ſhe had herſcif pre- 


. . 
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pared for this ſolemnity: a gilded buſt of 
Chriſtina yet diſtinguiſhes her tomb. 

On receiving information of the death of 
this queen, Charles XI. took immediate 
poſſeſſion of thoſe funds ſet apart for her 
ſupport, re-uniting them to the royal ex- 
chequer. Cardinal Azzolini enjoyed his 
legacy but a ſhort time, or rather it only 
_ embarraſſed bim, by the oppoſition he met 
with from the king of Sweden and the elector 
of Brandenburg, ſurviving his benefactreſs 

only two months: his nephew inherited | 
theſe rich poſſeſſions. 
Thus an inſignificant genlenian from 
the borders of Ancona, by a ſingular. ca- 
price of fortune, became heir to a queen, 
the daughter of the great Guſtavus ! Pope 
Alexander VIII. of the Ottoboni family, 

bought Chriſtina's library, ſo rich in ma- 
| 2 and added the greater part to 
that of the Vatican, where it is known by 
the title of Bibliotheca Mexandrina. 
Don Livio Odeſchalchi, nephew of In- 
nocent XI. purchaſed the noble collection 
of medals; and the pictures and ſtatues, 
Wich were in great W and choſen 
Sli | with 
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with exquiſite taſte, became the property oſ 


a variety of virtuaſi. The duke of Orleans, 


regent of France, adorned his magnificent 


cabinet in the Palais Royal at Paris, with atleaſt 
two hundred and fifty pictures of the beſt 


Italian maſters. Thus the valuable curi- 


oſities which Chriſtina had aceumulated 


were diſperſed through Europe, furniſhing 


entertainment to many'of its princes. 
Chriſtina was born with the courage of 
an Alexander, and the eloquence of a Tully; 


and was endowed by nature with the head 
of a Machiavel, and the heart of a Titus! 
The Swediſh ſenators, grown old in the 


ſcience of law and ſtudy of politicks, were 


unable to expreſs their aſtoniſhment at the 
wiſe adminiſtration of their young. ſove-- 


reign. Greater ſagacity, and perſeverance 


of purſuit in every circumſtance of governs 


vernment, could not be diſplayed. - She 


would fee and underſtand every thing: 


regularly conſulting her miniſters, yet never 
ſuffering her judgment to be influenced by 
their reputation or authority. She drew her 


owa determination from their various ſenx 
timents, often ſtriking out new lights 


from the ſu bject in debate; ſo that her de- 


O 4 ciſions 


* 
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ciſions were regarded and reſpected as the 
_ oracles of reaſon. The predominant incli- 
nation of a ſtrong and active ſoul, improved 
ya laborious and manly education, gave her 
pre eminence in the art of reigning. Dreſs 
oocaſioned very little interruption to her 
employments; ſhe deteſted the fight of a 
looking-glaſs! and though deſirous of ap- 
pearing amiable, it muſt be in her own man- = 
nere She deſpiſed all amuſements and occu- 
pations that have the marks of effemi- 
bacy. The ſtudy of ancient and modern lan- 
guages, profound inveſtigations of ſcience, 
the cultivation of letters, and of the moſt 
uſeful and agreeable arts, were her amuſo- 
ments; unwearied attention to every care 
of government, and fulfilling every duty 
of royalty, were her eccupations ; to under» 
take long walks, long journeys, and hunt- 
ing matches; to ſleep upon the dewy graſs 
when tired with fencing, or lie awake whole 
nights, when inclined to fleep, were her 
exercijes | Her perſeverance and activity 
were unparalleled; and ſo ſteady was her 
refolution, that, when an infant, ſhe refrain- 
ed from drinking ſeveral days, becauſe ſhe 
was not- permitted: to drink water alone: 
11 | and 
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and 0 averſion to wine and ſpirituous li- 
quors was inſurmountable. She regarded 
the ſufferance of hunger, cold, and heat, as 
ſports. Chriſtina has given us the outlines 
of her character, and it is only a repetition 
of ber own words to ſay, ſbe was diſtruſt- 
ful, ſuſpicious, ambitions to exceſs, paſſionate, 
haughty, and. impatient , cantemptuaus, au 
addicted to raillery; and jo little: inclined. to 
religious zeal as to appear rather incredulous; 
of a temperament ardent and impetuous; no 
enemy to live; but, if we have faith to be- 
lieve ber, was prevented from yielding to 
ber natural diſpeſition through pride, and an 
invincible repugnance to ſubmit: to the au- 
thority of another. She totally negle&ed 
all the decorums of her ſex, as thinking 
them below. her attention. I ſhoulda& 
*. more in character, ſays ſhe, to diſengage 
„* myſelf entirely from theſe reſtraints! 
* I was not born to be the ſlave of cuſ- 
* tom!” She-paſhonately wiſhed to become 
illuſtrious by great actions; little diſturb- 
ed if ſhe was likewiſe diſtinguiſhed by a 
whimſical ſingularity in trifles. Her con- 
rerſatiog was frequently interlarded with 
pt oaths> 


> 
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-oaths : ſhe laughed immoderately loud; 
and took long, haſty ſtrides in walking: in 
2 word, neither her virtues nor defects, her 

graces or foibles, were feminine. The 
daughter of Guſtavus appeared, in many 
reſpects, of a ſuperior nature to the reſt of 
her ſex; and according to the wiſh-of Guſ- 

tavus, ibis daughter was as intrinſically valu- 
able a 4 ſon. Her ruling paſſion, the love 
of fame, often ſeduced her by deceitful ap- 
Pearances, and tranſported her beyond the 
bounds of moderation. Quitting a throne 
upon which her birth, talents, and diſpoſition 
augght to have fixed her, is the beſt- founded 
reproach that can be alledged againſt 
her conduct. Chriſtina would have been 
rankedamong the moſt illuſtrious monarchs, 
had ſhe never deſeended from her hereditary 
ſeat: how glorious to Sweden was her ad- 
miniſtration! As a ſovereign, that ſingu- 
larity of manners and character would only 
have ſhed an additional luſtre on her per- 
fon. An exalted genius has always ſome 


indelible marks which render it origina}; 
and give it an elevation above the vulgar; 
but it muſt be placed in a peculiar light: 
17 ance. 
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once removed from that advantageous _ | 
point of view, the contraſt becomes offen- 
five to ordinary minds, and they are apt 
to form falſe concluſions. Chriſtina felt 
the ſad experience of this obſervation.” 
With a ſoul capable of the ſublimeſt ac- 
tions, ſhe ſuffered an inordinate fondneſs 
for liberty and letters to tranſport her 
from her proper orb, where ſhe ſhone with 
unrivalled ſplendor, and place her on the 
.. ſtage of common life, to act a ridiculous ' 

| character in ſociety | In vain did ſhe pre- 
ſerve the grandeur of her former ſeati- 
ments, purſuing the ſhadow of ſovereignty 
in negotiations and ceremonials, when her 
imperfections and qualifications, nay, her 
very virtues were inſurmountable obſtacles 
to her making a graceful appearance in the 
ſituation, caprice had thrown her into ®. 


| | CE Chriſtina, 


* A modern Poet has happily delineated Chrifina, by the. 
Principal ſtrokes of her figure and character, which his 
verſes ſo. much reſemble that it is ines poſſible, to miſ- 
take her. 

„ By her petticoat ſs light, 
* And her legs too much in ſight; 
By her doublet, cape — 2nd dreſs, 
Jo a maſculine exceſs 
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_ » Chriſtina, in the leiſure of retirement, 
- compoſed ſeveral works of genius: the 
thoughts are elegant and judicious, and are 
cloathed in a pure, yet ornamented die- 
tion: her extenſive correſpondence with 
princes and ſcholars in all parts of Eu- 
rope occalioned her writing a prodigious 
number of letters, in variety of languages; 
and about the year 1681, ſhe began a hil- 
tory of her life, in French, dedicated to 


| God. Only a \ fragment of this work. is 


. i e 
* 8 Fore add aft, in careleſt prige; 
By her gallant martial mien, 
Like ay Amazonian queen: 
: + © Noſe from Roman conſul ſprun, 

And a fierce virago's tongue: 3 
Latte eyes, now ſweet, and now lere, The 
& © Tellus, *tis Chriſtina clear... 16421 
| pet She who ſate at Learning's helm, i 

Vet gave up both church and realm 
For no earth! recompenſe : 
% She whoſe knowledge was immenſe, 
$77 706 Without faith 2 fingle grain--- #7 +4 
„ Damn'd; as Lutherans maintain--- 79 
gs iatech by the prieſt of Rome: Mm. 8 
% But whatever be her doom, | I) 
% Heav'n or hell, or joy or ſhame,” 
« She has leſt a deathleſs name,” 
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| fived from oblivion, which extends no far- | 
ther than the firſt part of her reign; nor is 
it known whether ſhe continued her plan 
to a later period. 
She alſo wrote remarks on two abridg- 
ments, digeſted under her own inſpeCtion, 
to the time of her abdication, and entitled, 
Annals of her reign. _ | 
There is Kill extant too, A Collection of 
Miſcellaneous Thoughts, divided into chap- 


ters. She likewiſe drew up a plan fora 


metallic hiſtory ; and compoſed a Diſſerta- 
tion on the Origin and Arms of the royal 
Houſe of Vaſa; together with ſome Criti- 
cal Reflections on the Life and Actions of 
Cæſar and Alexander the Great. This 
queen furniſhed Alexander Guidi with the 
firſt ſketch of his paſtoral, called Endy- 
mion, enriching this poem with ſeveral 
ſtanzas of her compoſition ; a ſmgular fa- 
vour, as ſhe ſeldom amuſed herſelf with 
writing verſes in any language but her 
own. 


1 ſhall not paſs any judgment on theſe 
various productions; it belongs to the 1 im- 


partial reader to e timate their merit, al- 
Ways 
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ways remembering the time and circum- 
ſtances in which they were compoſed: but, 
| whatever imperfections the critics, may diſ- 
cover, it muſt be granted that theſe pieces 
are the reſult of a warm imagination and 
an enlightened underſtanding, and are 
alone ſufficient to gaia Chriſtina the be, wreath 
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